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‘Navigable Wabash Seen in Future. 
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‘The Wabash River as the fu- ewes 
‘ture link between the Great i 
` Lakes and the Ohio River was 
the possibility sketched for 
4 members of the Wabash Valley 
' Association Wednesday night. 
1 Speakers Joseph N. Thomas, 
¿ chairman of the Indiana Port 
Commission, and Dr. Earl Butz, ~ 
` vice president end dean of con- 
tinuing education at Purdue Uni- 
versity, shared their hopes of 
: navigation on the Wabash dur- 
ing the annual dinner meeting of 
the WVA at Rose-Hulman Insti- 
tute’s Memorial Union. "i 
The river was described as the ` 
. geatest potential transportation 
system in the midwest. Thomas 
said the go-ahead given recently 
_ by the Indiana General Assem- 
’ bly for the development of a port 
“at Mount Vernon on the Ohio 
River makes the importance of 
the Wabash even more vital to 
the state’s transportation sys- 
` tem. 
i “It is estimated there are be- 
~ tween 50 and 100 billion tons of 
‘coal under the ground between 
| Danville, Ii., and the Ohio Riv- 
' er,” Thomas said, “and I cannot 


think of a better way to ship it 
~ than down the Wabash River.” WABASH RIVER SUPPORTERS — Speakers at the Wabash Valley Association's 


“Many people do not realize dinner meeting Wednesday evening at the Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology meet w 
‘Indiana ranks ninth among the| Tesentatives of area commissions interested in the development of navigation on the” 
“50 states in exports. This status) River. From the left, George Gettinger, executive director of the Wabash Valley 1 
‘is bound to improve with the Commission; Maynard Wheeler, president of the Vigo County Chapter of WVA, 

+h speakers Joseph N. Thomas, chairman of the Indiana port Commission and Dr. 
į Continued On Page 7, Col. 3. vice president and dean of continuing education at Purdue University. Martin’ 
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Continued From Page One. 


recent positive advances made! 
by the state of Indiana in the! 
development of water transpor-;) 
tation.” | 

Thomas cited the opening of! 
“Indiana's first public port on the: 
‘Lake Michigan coast and the 
¡pronosed construction of the: 
‘Southwind Maritime Center at! 
¿Mount Vernon as real steps for-' 
¿ward in the development of In- 
‘diana’s natural resources which! 
he called the richest in the na} 
¿tion. | 


“This all costs money,’ 
“Thomas said, “but I look on the 
¡development of ports and water-{ 
2ways as an investment, not an 
* expenditure.” He pointed out 
‘the new port on the northern 
{shoreline has already returned}, 
$50 per cent of its total cost back 
¡to the state and will continue to 
pour taxes and other revenues 
back into the state coffers. 

“It is time the people of In-' 
[diana realize they are sending! 
dollars to Washington and re-} 
{ceiving nickels in return, while! 

some southern states send nick-! 
lels to Washington and get dol-: 
lars in return,” "Thomas said.. 

“The federal government! 
poured more than $1 millioni 
into the Arkansas River toi 
make it navigable and is pres- | 
ently spending more than $138 
billion to thankless nations over- | 
seas. It is time Washington! 
started returning some of this: 
{money to the people of Indi-} 
“lana to develop their natural! 
waterways.” 

{ Dr. Butz, who served as assist-! 
lant secretary of agriculture in 
the Eisenhower administration, i 
¡cited lack of interest on the be-. 

half of Indiana residents as al 
¿central problem in development! 
¡of the river basin. “We have to: 
ask the officials that con t fed- ' 
eral funds for the mone: A hel 
|said. “It doesn't come without. 
Jasking.” Ee E 

More than 400 persons from} 
throughout the two - state Wa- 
bash Valley attended Wednes-; 
day’s annual meeting that was! 
staged to bring all those in- 
terested in the development of 
the river together to make a 
potent force for progress. ! 

It was noted at the dinner af 
fair about 100 members of the 
WVA will travel, to Washington; 
¡|D.C., May 26, at their own ex+ 
|pense, to meet with legislators 
‘Jand other governmental officals 
¿|involved in conservation, rivers 
‘|and harbors. 

¿| The trip has been an annual 

sjevent for WVA since 1960. May- 
.|nard Wheeler, president of the 
Vigo County chapter of the 
WVA, said these trips increase, 
in importance each year be-| 
‘cause government officials are! 
impressed by people who are 
serious enough about projects to 
pay their own expenses for this 
contact with the government. 
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Tribune Staff Writer 
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ant House minority leader, State 


Rep, John A. Kesler (D-Terre 
Haute); State Rep. R. Jerome 


INDIANAPOLIS — Develop-|Kearns (D-Terre Haute), Stat 
ment of an inland waterway on|Sen. Herman J. Fanning Jr. 
¡the Wabash River is a key to fu-|(D-Terre Haute), and State Sen. 


\ture development of the WabashiLeonard Conrad 


(D-Terret 


Valley, George Gettinger, exec-|Haute). The WVA was host fort 
utive director of the Wabashja dinner for all legislators in} 
Valley Interstate Commission, the state Wednesday night. 


told delegates at the 14th annual 


During Wednesday’s program,! 


meeting of the Wabash Valley!Col. John T. Rhett and os 
Association at the Indianapolis Leegan, both of the U. S. Corpst 


Hilton Hotel Wednesday . 


lof Engineers, discussed the en 


“Progress depends on how bash River Basin Comprehen- 


well we as people insist on the 


sive Study. 


development of an inland water-| Rhett pointed out that the 
way on the Wabash River,” Get-'study currently is being wrapped 


final answer to every properly framework for future progress 
managed and developed riveriin the Wabash River Basin,”| 


i 

1 H 46 3 5 5 . . > | 
tinger said. “Navigation is thelyp. “This study will establish al? 
į 
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of our nation.” 
Gettinger aud Maynard C. 


Wheeler, chairman of the Vigo'day was Bryan F. 


County chapter of the Wabash 
Valley Association, headed the 


Rhett said. i; 
| Speaking to the group Thurs-|+ 
LaPlante, }* 
‘commissioner, water quality of-|: 
fice, Environmental Protection 


Vigo County delegation at the|Agency, Washington. D. C. 


meeting. 
Some of the others participat- 


‘ing from this area included: Gil! 


¡Bedino, a leader of the loca! 
chapter: 


Charles Uhl, both of Public 
Service Indiana; Donald Foltz, 
Jerry Dooley and Chuck Roche, 
all of the West Central Indiana 
Economic Development District, 
‘and Dorothy Davis of the Wa- 


i sion. 
During the course of the meet- 


members of the Indiana General 
Assembly from this area, includ- 
ing State Rep. Frederick T. 
Bauer (D-Terre Haute), assist- 


i “I hope that in discussing}, 
| Continued On Page 2, Col. 7. 


Art Mann, a county) 
Councilman; William Brown and! 


bash Valley Interstate Commis- f 


ing, the WVA members met with?’ 
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' Continued From Page One. 


“Rook at our world and our 
resources in human terms — we 
must work together for good 
health and good living in pleas- 
ant surroundings. Let’s put our 
technology to work for us. Let’s | 
put the environmental crisis in 
EPA's environmental actions|1S Proper perpsective. = 

for the 70’s that I can causej “Extremely serious, dire in 
you to generate some ideas Some of its aspects, certainly. 
about your own role,” he told|But, crying doom never solved 
the WVA members. “Your Wa-|a single problem, so let's accept 
bash Valley Association is anjthe present without being over- 
example of people working to-|come by our failings nor self- 
gether in the classic American|Satisfied in our accomplish- 
mold, the “we're-all-in-this-to-| ments. Let’s roll up our sleeves, 
gether’ way. From what Ive Our corporate, governmental or 


-heard, it’s a mighty effective|just plain citizen sleeves and 


group: a common region, com-|80 to work.” 
mon hopes, and common plansf3 
to protect and enhance a unique 
piece of our nation’s heartland 
your Wabash Valley. You have 
already demonstrated that en- 
vironmental concerns are not 
a fad. a single earth day cele-| 
bration, a passing fancy, as 
some analysts are calling the 
current ecological outcry. 
You've got a good thing going, 
and we at EPA will be urging 
others to follow your lead.” 

In conclusion, LaPlante said. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the first in 
a series of stories about the Wabash 
River and its economic effect on the 
Wabash Valley area. 


By Dave Delaney : 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter. 


The brown Wabash River, which 
rolls past Terre Haute on its way to 
the Ohio River, has a long and 
ge ae past. For whatever reasons, 

remains America’s largest, un- 
developed major river. 

In recent times talk has re- 
surfaced about developing the river 
as a transporter of area agricultural 
products and coal. The notion has 
been considered with some interest 
by members of the Wabash Valley 
Association, a group of area business 
and industrial leaders, the last two 
decades. 

Development of the 475-mile-long 
river is being suggested only as far 
as Terre Haute, about 9 miles 
upriver from where the Wabash 
splashes into the Ohio River. 

The first steamboat to churn up 
river to Terre Haute was the 
Florence in the spring of 1822. Two 
years later, the Plow Boy worked its 
way to the Vigo County seat ... 
arriving April 1. 

In the summer of 1839, represen- 
tatives of the steamship Sylph 
announced they would initiate a 
regular schedule between Cincinnati 
and Terre Haute. As the years 
passed, steamboat traffic to Terre 
Haute also came from such ports as 
Lafayette, Attica, Wheeling, W. Va., 
and as far off as Pittsburgh, Pa. 

In 1883, a Terre Haute newspaper 
editorialized on the importance of 
river traffic. ‘In these days we look 


Along... 


the Wabash River 


upon our great rivers as the mighty 
channels by means of which the 
produce of one region is transported 
to distant places and thus promotes 
an interchange of commodities,” the 
newspaper said. 

Long before the coming of steam- 
boats on the Wabash, travel on the 
river was done by keelboat. This 
mode of traffic was often primitive 
and painfully slow. Where the cur- 
rent was strong, going upriver 
consisted of tying a rope to a tree 
and winching the boat forward with 
a windlass. 

The keelboatmen were a rough lot. 
The local newspaper reported, “card 
playing, gambling and drinking 
whiskey occupied all their leisure 
time.” There was also a, certain 
amount of fighting with pistols, 
daggers and fists. 

Bill Dennis, one of the first men 
to hold a mate's license on the 


Wabash, was called upon in 1886 to 
assist government engineeers 
survey the river from it's mouth at 
the Ohio River upstream to Terre 
Haute. 

A good deal of trade was done 
using the river in the 19th century. 
From 1853-61, R. B. Higgons of 
Hutsonville, Ill., 
flatboat trips from 
Darwin/Hustonville to New Orleans. 
On each trip he took 5,000 pounds of 
corn on a boat, which drew five feet 
of water. 

On July 11, 1909, the Terre Haute 
Tribune quoted river boat captain 
Charles Gosnold saying, “I have 
been steamboating on the Wabash 
for 30 years and it is a better stream 
today for navigation than it ever 
was. I believe the river is in shape 
for navigation a greater period of the 
year...” 
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f Wabash i in limbo 


According to the article, Gosnold 
seemed convinced commerce on the 
river would be ‘‘...a source of profit 
to every industry in the city (Terre 
Haute) and in all the cities along the 
river.” ` 

The Wabash became quite popular 
for group excursions during the 1920s 
and 1930s. The stern paddlewheeler 
Reliance would push the attached 
Defiance upriverwith both being 
filled with sightseers. 

Many a picnic, dance or party was 
also held aboard two other excursion 
boats, the Winner and the Welcome. 
These boats were nowhere near the 
size of some of the boats that plied 
the river in the late 19th century. 

The Old Romeo was one of them, 
being 130 feet long with 38 state 
rooms. It made as many as 65 stops 
along the river from Terre Haute to 
Vincennes. i 

The newspaper reported that in 
1880 as many as 2,000 people would 
line the Wabash at Terre Haute to 
see the Old Romeo dock. 


Former Wabash Valley Associa- 
president John an still 
believes making America’s biggest 
undeveloped river navigable is a 
good idea. 

“We have to take advantage of our 
natural resources,” said Logan in a 
recent interview. “We are rich in 
water resources...some day water 
a become more valuable than 
oil.” 

The Indiana General Assembly 
recently passed a resolution recom- 
mending an updated study of the 
Wabash River, the last one being 
done around a decade ago. The 
Illinois Legislature is considering 
passage of a similar resolution. - 
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By Dick Robinson 
Tribune- Star Staff Reporter 


Saitiyocates of navigation on the 
Wabash River are seeing the concept 
start to move slightly off dead 
,center. Their dream could be a 
{decade-long , journey through a 
(bureaucratic maze of red tape 
¡before the first shovel of dirt is 
turned. 
i As the plan for commerical river 
(traffic moves from one federal 
¿agency to another several questions 
‘arise, including some raised last 

when the Wabash Valley 

¡Association met at Terre Haute. 
; Will Illinois Gov. James 
(Thompson support the plan? Will 
‘Indiana and Illinois join together to 
¡suport navigation, and will they 
jagree on cost sharing? Will all 
¿government agencies look with favor 
¡upon the project? Will the Office of 
¡Budget Management determine the 
¡proposal is within the President 
¡Reagan's program, and would Re- 
pih give the plan his blessings? 

‘A major stumbling block could be 
‘in the Wabash Valley. Illinois Gov. 
‘Thompson has not yet shown any 
‘enthusiasm for the concept. 
| ¡Indiana's governor, Robert Orr, 
¡who calls Evansville home — a 
¡community that would profit from 
¡navigation on the Wabash — was 
¡easily sold and immediately signed 
‘résolutions that called for updated 
‘feasibilty Studies about Wabash 
‘River navigation. Those measures 
¡passed the General Assembly. Gov. 
hompspn „apparently has not 


Along ... 


an Many questions kman in decade-c 


the Wabash River 


changed his thinking even though a 
resolution sponsored by State Rep. 


Harry ‘‘Babe’’ Woodyard, R- 
Chrisman, passed the Illinois House 
of Representatives. 

State Sen. Terry Bruce, D-Olney, 
has a similar resolution that should 
pass this week in the Illinois Senate. 

But Bruce's resolution is slightly 
different from the one passed by the 
Indiana General Assembly; perhaps 
it anticipates problems and is an 
attempt to work out diffences 
between Indiana and Illinois view- 
points. 

The Senate resolution urges mak- 
ing the river navigable, following the 
present course where possible. This 
could ease resistance from en- 


vironmentalists and farmers, 
especially those in Posey County, 
Ind., who have objected to canals 
and other efforts to straighten the 
course. 

Neil Jenkins, chief of planning for 
U.S. Corps of Engineers’ Louisville 
division, said staying within the 
existing channel would mean a 
greater distance and much more 
money. He said that would require 
some trade-offs, with the navigation 
advocates giving up certain things to 
get what they want. 

Bruce’s resolution also could ad- 
dress Thompson’s concerns. Bruce 
calls for a conference betw 
and Thompson to discuss the topic 
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and what it would mean in economic 
development for the two states. 

At the same conference the sub- 
ject of cost-sharing on the project 
could be addressed, - 

Major water projects are federal 
works programs, but certain ex- 
penses would pass on to the states. 
Indiana is preparing to salt away 
money in its “rainy day” fund. 
Illinois is trying to recover and pay 
off debts accumulated the last few 
years, 

A major cost sharing for the states 
deals. with bridges over the river 
between the two states. The last 
Corps report listed four railroad 
crossings. and eight bridges that 
would need replacement. The 
federal government would pay for 
the railroad bridges, but the states 
would have to pay the cost of 
replacing highway bridges. 

Most bridges built within recent 
years allowed for the possibility of 
navigation and would not require 
replacement. 

Jenkins said federal policy on 
navigation also is unknown, Presi- 
dent Reagan has not spelled out his 
thinking on the topic. The subject 
has not come up because there has 
not been a major water project since 
1976, he said. 

Another stop along the way toward 
final approval would be at the Office 
of Budget and Management, and it 
would be there that a determination 
would be made that the proposal is 
within the president’s programs. 
That particular stop is midway of the 
list of required reviews — and years 
away. Mh wh 


By Dave Delaney ee 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Making the Wabash River 
navigable from Terre Haute to 
the Ohio River could be a major 
shot in the economic arm of the 
Wabash Valley. 

A spokesman for the U. S. 
Army Corps of Engineers recent- 
ly told the Wabash Valley As- 
sociation a 1977 study on the 
feasibility of making the Wabash 
accessible to barge traffic from 
Terre Haute on south may have 
been off the mark. That study 
said it would not be worthwhile to 
dredge the Wabash for shipping. 

However, those familiar with 
river projects of this nature recall 
engineers discouraged the idea of 
making the Tennessee-Tombigee 
Waterway navigable. Develop- 
ment proceeded on this project 
and predictions are the decision 
was a good one. 

According to the World 
Almanac and Book of Facts, the 
Wabash is the nation’s 21st 
largest river. Beginning in Darke 
County, Ohio, it flows 529 miles 
to the Ohio River. 

“Tve always been for develop- 
ment of the Wabash,” said 
Herbert Smith, mayor of 
Sullivan. “This is the last major 
tributa undeveloped in the 
United States...there's no reason 
for it to be.” 

“This is a farming and coal 
community and development of 
the river would help in the export 
of both coal and grain,” continued 
Smith, now serving his third 
term as mayor. 

Smith compared development 
of the Wabash to improvements 
made on the Arkansas River, the 
nation's 13th largest waterway, 
in the 1960s. 

“If they can run a ditch into 
Tulsa, Okla., they can dredge the 
Wabash to Terre Haute,” said 
Smith. Large barges now make 
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Watching the Wabash rise: Passing the time away. 


their way up the Arkansas to 
Tulsa. 

Smith figures if development 
started on the Wabash tomorrow 
it would probably take 20 years or 
more to complete the program. 

Hutsonville, Il., village Presi- 
dent W.G. (Bernie) Gray looks for 
the day the Wabash is improved. 
The Hutsonville official said it's 
too bad this project wasn't 
pursued vigorously 20 years ago. 

“I think it would develop this 
region as a large grain-producing 
area,” said Gray. He said growers 
can't rely on the railroads to move 
freight. “They want to rip up the 
tracks in the next 30 days,” Gray 
said of the Penn Central 
Railroad. 

Gray also said area trucks are 
tearing up the highways. “You 
couldn't tax them enough to pay 
for the roads,” he added. 

“We're in an area of tremen- 
dous grain production and coal 
potential,” he said. Gray said 
Clark County has much un- 
tapped deep-vein coal now under 
lease to coal companies. 

He said river development 
would probably allow farmers to 
earn 10 to 12 cents more per 
bushel of grain. “This would 


make marginal farms profitable,” 
said the Illinois banker. 

Gray said people near the river 
hope development of the Wabash 
goes along the current channel, 
being straightened out only 
where “terrible distortions” exist. 
“Straightening the river would 
involve costly land acquisition.” 
Gray said it wouldn’t be 
necessary to upgrade the river to 
what exists on the Ohio. “They 
only ‘have to get it to the point 
where they can move barges on 
it,” he said. 

Joe Kemp, owner of Clark 
County Metal Products in 
Marshall, Ill., has long been 
interested in seeing the nation’s 
21st largest river improved. 

“I think developing the Wabash 
would help the overall economy 
for 50 miles on either side of the 
river,” Kemp said. “The railroads 
are all but gone in this area and 
I don’t think the trucks will be 
able to handle it all.” 

Kemp said the development 
wouldn't be cheap, but that it 
would pay off. “I think they’d get 
more return than one dollar for 
each dollar spent.” 

The area businessman is dis- 
turbed at the way some tax 
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dollars are spent. “Here the 
government sends all that money 
overseas that doesn’t do a dime’s 
worth of good for us,” he said. “Pd 
like to see more of those tax 
dollars stay in the Wabash 
Valley.” i 

Kemp said he believes develop- 
ing the Wabash would help bring 
more industry into the area. 

David Culp, president of the 
Vincennes city council, is another 
who hopes river trade will one. 
day become a reality. ' 


“From an economical stand- 
pere it would be advantageous to 

incennes and other Indiana and 
Illinois communities on the 
Wabash,” Culp said. 


“We have a lot of coal and grain 
that could be moved by river,” 
said Culp, who added the 
turnover of dollars would be great 
with by-products and services 
required in developing the 
Wabash. 

Vincennes mayor William D. 
Rose said the cost of developing 
the Wabash will be considerable. 

“Ivll take both state and 
federal help to do it,” he said. 
“However, it'll help the whole 
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y the big ditch to make 
the Wabash River navigable 
will be the greatest inland achievement 
in the United States,” says O. B. Riggs, a 
retired farmer and former Purdue facul- 
ty member, whose interest in improve- 
ment of the Wabash Valley dates back 
half a century. 

He, along with other members of 
the Wabash Valley Association, Inc,, are 
supporters of a project which would con- 
nect the Wabash with Lake Michigan, 
creating an inland waterway which 
would run without dead ends from Can- 
ada to the Panama Canal. 

In reference to the connecting link 
between the river and the lake, Riggs ex- 
plains, “* ‘Digging the big ditch’ are mis- 
leading words, because in reality it is 
only 90 miles between the Wabash and 
Lake Michigan. Only a few miles of that 
will be anything like big and deep. Big- 
ger ditches are being dug every day in 
Sullivan County.” 

A means of transportation for over- 
sized loads which don't fit on railroad 
cars or under interstate highway over- 
passes is one of the main reasons the 
Wabash water way is being given serious 
consideration by many. 

A method for shipping needed re- 
sources from other sections of the conti- 
nent — previously impossible — is a sec- 
ond reason for looking closely at this 
inland transportation link. 

Another important contribution of 
the proposed water way would be flood 
control. Riggs notes, “The most sensible 
flood control on Lake Michigan is to use 
the vast water supply to improve trans- 
portation on the Wabash.” 

He cites the example, “Last year the 

water level in Lake Michigan was higher 


than it had been since back in the .1800s.. 
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or we will be accused of short sight- 
edness and lack of vision,” Riggs ex- 
plains. 

“Now while the Army Engineers 
are getting started on the Wabash near 
Mount Vernon, perhaps contracts 
should be let to the lowest and best bid- 
der to construct the short unit between 
the Wabash and Lake Michigan. Per- 
haps it could be done by the time the 
Army Engineers get that far north on the 
channel,” he suggests. 

¡ Making the Wabash navigable is 
not a new concept, as a section of O. B. 
Riggs’ past life shows: “Almost a half 
century ago, in the °20s, Virginia 
Jenckes, Congresswoman from Terre 
Haute, came to Vermillion County to see 
John Harvey, a large landowner near 
Newport, about making the Wabash na- 
vigable, . . . They decided to ask me, 
as county agent of Vermillion County, to 
call a meeting at Newport of the people 
interested in the Wabash. . . . We had 
a big crowd from all along the Wabash. 
We organized a Wabash Improvement 
Association, worked on it, but the Army 
Engineers turned it down as not being 
feasible at this time. It was probably 
never more feasible, because had it been 
done in the *30s, it would have tempered 
the depression and the cost would have 
been low.” 

Comparing the estimated cost of the 
Wabash water way link to other proj- 
ects, Riggs points out, “Nine hundred 
million dollars is the estimated cost of 
making the Wabash navigable. Three 


billion dollars is the lowest estimated ` 


cost I have seen on building a four foot 
diameter pipe line across Alas- 
ka... . Six billion dollars is the es- 


timated cost of that pipe line if it has to 
come down across Canada instead of 


It is higher now than it was last year. If it. Alaska. . . . Ten billion dollars is the 


gets much higher the waves will be ` 
pounding on the doors of homes and 
cottages around the lake.” 

Commenting further, he says, 
“Lake Michigan itself is a 200-mile unit 
of this inland water way already in 
operation. Experienced water way trans- 
portation people in the United States 
and Canada... operating on the 
Great Lakes . .. will not be thinking 
about TOY boats when they begin using 
the Wabash Warm Water Way.” 

“Moving assembled units of tug 
boats and barges on the Wabash, as big 
as any now on the lower Mississippi, and 
as big as any that will be on the Missis- 
sippi in the next 100 years, must be done 


‘expected cost of a U.S. Government sub- 
sidized ship construction and remodel- 
ing program now under way.” 

“The 4W Project has the lowest 
price tag of any item on the above list. It 
will last longer than any of them. When 
completed, it will help solve the United 
States’ declining balance of payments in 
foreign trade. It will help move food to 
the whole world. . . . The Midwest will 
grow in stature,” Riggs asserts. 

O. B. Riggs and those who are in- 
volved in the effort to make the Wabash 
navigable are quick to point out that this 
project is not a matter of “pork barrel” 
legislation, but of transportation need — 
and the need is now. 
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Story of Early Navigation, 
Hardships and Experiments 
Inland Boat 
[ransportation Days - 
_, Described. 
wh 
t bj By Mary I. Smith. 
f TRE Wabash river, which today 
i apparently means little to the 
residents in its vicinity, except for| 
.| its scenic beauty, its fishing and 


m sseling in summer, and a high 
water, menace at times, once had 


During 


th? great line of communication ! 
between’ Canada and the military | 
post at Fort Vincennes and the 


the distinction of being > part ofj. 


Mississippi river. 
Many interesting stories are told 
of the early efforts to navigate the 


upper Wabash beyond Pittsburg, | | 
which was generally considered to| i 


be at the head of navigation. How- 
ever, many attempts were made 
by energetic citizens of Logansport 
and Peru to prove tha they were 


that the city of Peru once offered 
15 barrels of whisky to the owner 
of the first boat to successfully 
make the frip to their town. 


Feat Accomplished. 


. This was finally accomplished 
yuring the “June freshet” of 1835, 
wen the little steamer Science 
made the trip from Fafayette to 
- Godfrey's Indian village beyong 
«Peru. Many people of Lafayette, 
| Delphi and Logansport made this 
+; pioner trip. The steamer had trou- 
ble at the rapids above Logans- 
port and had to return to that 
city for the night. After unload- 
ing over 200 barrels of salt and 
flour, the passengers walked past 
the rapids and the journey was 
continued, On the return trip they 
encountered the fighting Irish at 
Peru, who threatened to sink the 
steamer.. The captain ordered the 
crew to push off at once, leaving 
some of the passengers at Peru. 

A sad attempt to make the trip 
from Lafayette to Logansport liad 
been made a year earlier by Capt. 
Towe in his steamer, the Repub- 
lican. All went well until the 


a: the head of navigation. It is said; $ 


ud 


sandbar, but were finally able to|At that time A 


proceed, with the aid of the pas- 
sengers, who helped to lift and pull 
the boat. 


Detained by Rapids. 


They reached Georgetown, but 
the rapids above that place de- 
tained them several days until the 
water fell in the river and the 
boat was prevented from ascending 
or returning down the river. After 
four days the steamer was aban- 
doned by all except the captain and 


steamer passed Delphi, where sev- 
eral passengers joined the people 
from Lafayette for an excursion on 
the first steamer to navigate the 
upper waters of the Wabash. At 
Tipton’s port they stuck fast on a 
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Above: Wabash river below dam at Pittsburg, showing remains 
of dam which was dynamited in 1882. 
bridge built in 1868 below the dam and the warehoitses. 


Below: Pittsburg, showing 
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west reached Pi and retury 
to Logansport with a lone fdd 
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an editor, several politicians / 
500 bushels of corn on board. F 
same day The Mascotte 
‚Logansport ‘for ` actur 
through Delphi. 
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But the Wabash 

greatest importanc 


building of the Wabash 
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crew. Two or three weeks later|canal from Toledo, © 

the steamer was hauled” into| Haute, and the Ohi 

Logansport by 12 teams of oxen,|burg, Ind., becar 

arriving on July 4, 1834, S n| busiest towns op” 

after that the boat bilged, lef ¿Lafayette any 
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Old Wavusn-Eriec Canal’s Beauty Spots . 


Studied As Possible Recreation Grounds 


By MONTE M. KATTERJOHN. 


Proposals to recreate the Aladdin glory once contributed to 
the Middle West by the travel-lustre of the Wabash-Erie Canal, 
built in the midst of the hard times of 100 years ago, but long 
abandoned except as a floundering ditch, are being heard in 
half a dozen counties of Southwestern Indiana. 

There, outdoor lovers are thinking of the excavation in 
terms of picturesque history, recreation seekers and wood-smoke 
that pays its way. 

In 1839 many future roadside parks were being gouged out 
of the earth by 10,000 canal laborers, though statesmen of the 
times were acclaiming the project as Indiana’s future outlet to 
the Atlantic seaboard. Some also hailed it as the Gateway to 
the Old Northwest. The earlier Erie Canal already had linked 
the Great Lakes to New York City commerce, 1825, and the 
Hoosier State was aflame wtih canal fever. Seeking quick 
prosperity, builders and politicians rushed “the great canal” 
at any cost, 

Becomes “Colossal Failure.” 


For almost a decade its fleet of fat-bellied boats challenged 
the supremacy of the overland stagecoach, the river steamboats 


| asin Bey. = a AE 


and the iron horse. Ultimately the canal turned out to be “the 
most colossal failure in the history of American transportation.” 
And in the seventies when Indiana paid off its bonded canal debt 
every man, woman and child in the State had been pinched $20 
for a filled-up ditch. 

Today's renewed enthusiasm for the 469 miles of waterways 
that once linked Toledo, Ohio, on Lake Erie, with Evansville, 
Ind., on the Ohio River, may shortly fulfill the dream of the 
pioneer builders by prospering many of the localities in the ten 
counties south from Terre Haute through which it cut, 


Sites Studied As Parks. 


Conservationists are viewing the sites along the canal's for- 
mer path as the backgrounds of colorful history which can be 
reshaped into local recreation grounds and lakes of unique at- 
traction to visitors and neighboring county sightseers, 

The showmanship-view of canal history may even salvage 
each county’s old investment—with interest! 

Restoration of certain of the canal’s former reservoirs are 
being proposed, with short strips of the boat-waterway rebuilt 


(Continued on Page 3, Column 2.) 


—(Courtery U., S, Bureau of Public Roads, 


Canal po mark fos Aladdin's Page of Hoosier History. 


The Coalition on American Rivers 


NEWS RELEASE 

For release immediately 

For more informaticn contact: 
Laura Arnold, 234-7940 


FALSE HOPES FOR WABASH NAVIGATION STUDY 

"Either someone is spreading false hopes about Wabash 
River navigation or someone is misrepresenting the situation 
about the Peasibility, of the Wabash Canal to Terre Haute.” 
said Laura Arnold, Indiana Field Representative for the 
Coalition on American Rivers, in response to comments 
made by ichard Snewmaker, Executive Vice-President of 
the wabash Valley Association, 

Mr. Shewmaker was quoted as saying, "It may not be 
feasible to make navigation on the Wabash River northward 
for just 42 miles from the Ohio to Nt. Carmel, But we 
in the WVA have always contended that by extending haviga- 
tion to Terre Haute it can be feasible.” 

"What Mr. Shewmaker has said about the feasibility 
study of the canal to Terre Haute contradicts Rep. Jchn 
Nyers, a strong Wabash Canal proponent.” said Ns. Arnold, 

The Congressional Record for June 15, 1976 ouotes 
Rep. Myers as saying, "I can assure the membership of this 
committee (House Appropriations) that if it is not 
economically feasible to build the proposed 42 niles of 
navigation then naturally the next 90 miles to Terre Haute, 
Indiana would not be either and there will be no money 


Spent on that study." 


a” 


Coalition on American Rivers-add one 


"I certainly hope that Rep. John Myers is a man of 

his word, Even though we violently disagree about 

the issue of navigation of the Wabasn River, I do 

hope that he will keep his promise that no money will 
be spent on study of the canal to Terre Haute if the 
first segment to Mt. Carmel is found to be economically 


" 
infeasible." said Ms. Arnold». “Consequently, if Rep. 


Myers does keep his word and the canal is not feasible 
to Mt. Carmel, the Corps will not statrt its study of 
the canal to Terre Haute." concluded Ms. Arnold, 
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Selected Chapter leaders ix 
Selected additional conservation leaders 4 
Enclosed you will find a Discussion Paper dealing with 12 conservation/en- 
vironment issues of considerable importance to Indiana. Of course, many 
other issues could have been incorporated, and these are intended mainly 
as "starters". 


The purpose in providing this Discussion Paper is to request and encourage 
you to schedule a legislative meeting in your area with candidates for the 
Indiana General Assembly, at which these and other issues can be reviewed. 
This is the first time we have ever attempted an educational effort on so 
wide a scale, and we feel it will be helpful in acquainting candidates with 
important conservation concerns, and in determining their positions and 
attitudes toward these objectives. It should help considerably in the 1977 
session of the General Assembly as well. 


I wish to stress that meetings with candidates we hope you will schedule 
should not be used for "high pressure" or partisan purposes. The Izaak 
Walton League is non-partisan, and takes no position in electoral matters. 
But such a session in your area can help significantly in establishing 
useful and constructive lines of communication with persons who will be 
sponsoring and voting on bills which will affect the environment next year. 
You may also want to invite State Senators not up for election this year. 
It is suggested that state officers, National Directors, and chapter officers 
in heavy IWL areas such as Lake, Porter and LaPorte Counties immediately 
coordinate efforts to avoid duplication of effort and meetings. "Thin" IWL 
areas should involve other conservation groups as well as the League. 


Set a meeting place (a chapter house is all right so long as the program is 
completely impartial and candidates from all parties are invited). Seta 
date and time--between the second and last weeks in September would be best, 
and planned for maximum possible attendance. Write a covering letter of in- 
vitation to the candidates, including a copy of the Discussion Paper. Release 
the discussion paper and the meeting annamement to the press, and invite the 
press to attend. As to program format, it is suggested that: 1) a chair- 
person/moderator be appointed; 2) Arrange a long enough table for the candi- 
dates to be seated; 3) Arrange another table for three to six of your most 
environmentally informed members to serve as a questioning panel; 4) Arrange 
general seating for members and the public. The chairperson should lead off 
with a summary of the 12 issues (and other issues of local importance). The 
candidates should be asked to comment. The IWL panel should question and 


comment, then the membership. Ask candidates to fill in the Respons form. 
THIS LETTERHEAD PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER TO SAVE FOREST RESOURCES 


DISCUSSION PAPER 
REPRESENTATIVE SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
FOR INDIANA 


The following matters are presented to acquaint readers, including candi- 

dates for the Indiana General Assembly, with some of the conservation and 

environment issues of importance in the state, and to enable them to ex- 

press their views on these important questions if tney desire to do so. 
kkk eK 


la Since Indiana's first-in-the-nation law banning phosphates in laundry 
detergents has been fully implemented, reductions on tne order of 60% in 
the amount of phosphorous entering sewage treatment plants throughout the 
state have been confirmed by the Indiana Stream Pollution Control Board. 
Further, research based on water samples of 28 representative lakes and 
reservoirs in the state conducted under the EPA National Eutrophication 
Survey show these waters to be "phosphorous limited"; that is, phosphorous 
is the key element controling the amounts of water-choking algae which are 
generated in these waters. The ISPCB now states that the Indiana law is 
fulfilling its job in contributing to water quality improvement. CONSERVA- 
TIONISTS SUPPORT RETENTION OF THE INDIANA LAW AND SUPPORT EXPANSION OF ITS 
COVERAGE TO INCLUDE OTHER CLEANING AGENTS SUCH AS THOSE FOR MACHINE DISH- 
WASHERS AND OTHER USES AT THE EARLIEST FEASIBLE DATE. 


2. Much rhetoric has been directed toward the imperative need for conserv- 
ing and prioritizing energy and fuels and mineral resources, improving 

solid waste management, and reducing costly littering of public lands and 
roadways. But nothing has been done in Indiana by way of reducing the 
source of these problems. State law requiring refundable deposits on all 
beverage containers would make a major contribution to these desirable 
objectives. The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency has already proposed 
a guideline which would require all Federal installations to utilize these 
containers, and three states have now enacted such laws. The "throw-amy" lobby, 
with an enormous vested interest in wasting resources, has defeated similar 
efforts in most areas, including Indiana--even though all known surveys 

show overwhelming public support for such legislation. Fears that such laws 
may adversely affect employment have not been sustained, but have been 
argued in the lobbying efforts against such bills. CONSERVATIONISTS SUPPORT 
BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL ENACTMENT OF "BOTTLE" LEGISLATION WHICH WOULD REQUIRE 
REFUNDABLE DEPOSITS ON ALL BEVERAGE CONTAINERS. 


3. A growing body of scientific opinion now asserts that certain fluoro- 
carbon aerosol propellants used in can-type sprays are impairing the ozone 
layer of the earth's upper atmosphere. This allows increased amounts of 
ultraviolet radiation from the sun to reach the earth, contributing signifi- 
cantly to the possibility of human skin cancer development. In 1976, the 
Indiana Senate passed a bill to outlaw these damaging propellants, but the 
measure was narrowly defeated in the House. CONSERVATIONISTS SUPPORT STATE 
AND FEDERAL ENACTMENT OF LEGISLATION TO BAN AEROSOL PROPELLANTS WHICH MAY 
DAMAGE THE EARTH'S PROTECTIVE OZONE LAYER. 
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4. The Wabash Valley Interstate Commission is an Indiana/Illinois bi- 

state compact agency created in 1959 to plan the development of water 
resources of the Wabash basin involving two-thirds of Indiana and a por- 

tion of southeastern Illinois. Its most visible product has been the 
political backing of a series of destructive Corps of Engineers river dams 
and a proposed barge canal which would destroy the lower Wabash and eventually 
the entire river, as well as tens of thousands of acres of farmlands, forests, 
wildlife habitat, and natural streams. CONSERVATIONISTS HAVE SUCCESSFULLY 
ASSERTED THAT PUBLIC FUNDS APPROPRIATED BY THE INDIANA AND ILLINOIS LEGIS- 
LATURES HAVE F “UN USED BY THE COMMISSION TO LOBBY FOR THESE DESTRUCTIVE 
PROGRAMS. BOTH INDIANA AND ILLINOIS HAVE NOW CUT OFF 1977 FUNDS FOR THE 
COMMISSION, AND CONSERVATIONISTS WILL ASK THESE LEGISLATURES TO DISSOLVE 

THE COMMISSION BY REPEALING THE STATE LAWS WHICH CREATED IT. 


5. Thousands of acres of vitally needed agricultural lands are lost each 
year in Indiana to shopping centers, developers, public works projects, and 
because "highest use" taxation makes it all but impossible for some farmers 
to keep their lands for farming purposes. The Indiana Senate narrowly 
defeated a 1976 measure which would have alleviated this serious and growing 
problem. CONSERVATIONISTS SUPPORT STATE LEGISLATION WHICH WOULD CREATE 
ECONOMIC INCENTIVES FOR KEEPING GOOD AGRICULTURAL LAND IN FARMING PRACTICES 
THROUGH REASONABLE RATHER THAN HIGHEST-USE TAXATION AND WHICH WOULD PROVIDE 
FOR PURCHASE OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS ON THESE HIGH QUALITY LANDS. 


6. Many of the major wetlands of Indiana have been lost, and many of those 
remaining are threatened. They are being filled in for cheap real estate, 
dredged out for various public works projects, polluted by inadequately 
regulated discharges, and drained for other purposes. But the wetlands 

are vitally important. They are the principal "sponges" for recharging 
underground water supplies, are essential for all or portions of the life 
cycles of many aquatic species, birds and wildlife, and are significant 
recreational resources as well as being areas of great scientific importance. 
CONSERVATIONISTS SUPPORT ALL POSSIBLE MEANS FOR BETTER PROTECTING INDIANA'S 
WETLANDS, INCLUDING ACQUSITION AS NATURAL AND WILDLIFE AREAS, MUCH STRONGER 
ENFORCEMENT OF THE STATE'S EXISTING LAWS AND ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES (IN- 
CLUDING AMENDMENTS WHERE NECESSARY), AND FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF PROVISIONS 
OF THE 1972 WATER POLLUTION CONTROL ACT--SEC. 404--WHICH WOULD REQUIRE A 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS PERMIT BEFORE "WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES" CAN BE FILLED 
OR DREDGED. 


7. The Indiana Drainage Code and the state's Conservancy Act are very 
undemocratic and facilitate the construction of drains and implementation of 
Small Watershed Projects over the objections of overwhelming majorities of 
land owners in many instances. Small minorities and special interest press- 
ures are often able to push these "pork barrel" projects without any serious 
demonstration of economic feasibility or environmental responsibility. 
CONSERVATIONISTS SUPPORT LEGISLATION WHICH WOULD REQUIRE: APPROVAL OF A MAJOR- 
ITY OF AFFECTED PROPERTY OWNERS, PREPARATION AND PUBLIC REVIEW OF ENVIRON- 
MENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS, AND CLEAR PROOF THAT BENEFITS EXCEED COSTS. 


SS ————————————————_—_— 
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8. The State of Indiana has well over a dozen outstanding natural rivers 

and streams which should be preserved under law. Yet a number of these have 
already been destroyed by ill-advised public works projects and other activ- 
ities. Others are threatened, including the Wabash River, Lost River, 
Fourteen-Mile Creek, Blue River, Big Pine Creek, Wildcat Creek, and others. 
Only two Indiana streams have been dedicated under the Natural, Scenic and 
Recreational Rivers Act. CONSERVATIONISTS SUPPORT ACCELERATED IMPLEMENTATION 
OF INDIANA'S STREAM PRESERVATION LAW, INCLUDING INCREASED APPROPRIATIONS 
WHICH THIS MODEST PROGRAM NEEDS. 


9. While the state has made significant progress in implementing the 
now-popular Nature Preserves Act, in dedicating outstanding areas already 
in state ownership and in cooperation with private preservation groups, 
little has yet been done in acquiring and preserving scores of areas identi- 
fied in the study, Natural Areas In Indiana And Their Preservation. Many 
of these have already been destroyed in the span of two or three years, and 

others will be lost in the absence of far greater state priority. CONSERVA- 
TIONISTS SUPPORT SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE IN NATURE PRESERVE PRIORITIES, AND 
ASK THAT REALISTIC FUNDING FOR THIS PROGRAM BE PROVIDED. 


10. Sound and effective administration of water and air pollution control 
programs is essential if reasonable timetables are to be maintained in 
restoration and protection of these resources. During 1976, serious person- 
nel problems developed in the Stream Pollution Control Board which contrib- 
uted seriously to the inability of the state to fully commit millions of 
Federal dollars toward the construction of needed sewage treatment plants. 
Indiana also suffers from the problems of overlapping and duplicative 
water, air and environmental protection boards and agencies. CONSERVATION- 
ISTS SUPPORT FUNDING AND INCENTIVES REQUIRED TO ATTRACT AND HOLD QUALIFIED 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION PERSONNEL, AND THEY SUPPORT STATUTORY AMENDMENTS 
TO CONSOLIDATE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION UNDER A SINGLE, FULL-TIME, COMPACT 
STATE AGENCY THE MEMBERS OF WHICH SHOULD POSSESS SPECIFIED PROFESSIONALISM 
AND EXPERTISE AND WITH NO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST. 


11. Many public utilities, particularly electric companies, abuse their 
customers and ratepayers by charging them with the costs of expensive and 
self-serving advertising and public relations campaigns designed to promote 
increased consumption of power and to lobby against reasonable environmental 
controls. CONSERVATIONISTS SUPPORT NEW STATE LAW AND POLICY WHICH WOULD 
REQUIRE THAT THIS KIND OF EXPENDITURE BE CHARGED TO THE SHAREHOLDERS; THAT 
IS, AGAINST PROFITS RATHER THAN AGAINST OPERATING COSTS. 


12. Electric utilities in Indiana maintain a policy of charging big power 
consumers far less per kwh consumed than they charge small users, thus 
encouraging waste and providing no incentive for effective energy conserva- 
tion among industrial and commercial customers. The results are needless 
accelerated consumption of energy and fuels, increased pollution of water 
air and land, increased destruction of land surface by strip mining, and 
unfair loading of electric power charges on small consumers who often can 
least afford it. CONSERVATIONISTS SUPPORT ENACTMENT OF LAW AND ADMINISTRAT- 
IVE POLICY WHICH WOULD PROHIBIT "PROMOTIONAL" ELECTRIC POWER RATE STRUCTURES 
AND FAVOR "FLAT" CHARGES PER KWH FOR ALL CONSUMERS. 
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Name 


Street 


Zip 


Indiana City 


Phone 


Your comments or discussion 


1802 Chapman, Huntertown IN 46748) 


(Please return, if you wish, to: Indiana Izaak Walton League 


o „ From; (Name of Chapter or organization) 
aa © (Name, address and phone of person 
ae a releasing the story 
HA 
vue For Release: (Date) 
9 
ES WALTONIAN GROUP SCHEDULES 
H SESSION FOR CANDIDATES; 
Bue RELEASES 12-POINT PAPER 
9 = Candidates for the Indiana General Assembly will get their opportun- 
HH ities to "go on the record" on conservation and environment (date), when 
E yr] they meet with members and guests of the (Chapter name) of the Izaak 
o © Walton League. 
P 854 The session will set forth a dozen critically important environmental 
Oi issues for candidates! consideration, according to (name), (title of person 
© SDE releasing the story). 
ar Candidates, who will receive advance copies of a conservation dis- 
3 cussion paper, will be asked to state their views on the issues, after which 


a League panel will comment and pose questions. 


gcal 
to 


8 =f (name) said the League's membership and public are invited to attend 

ae ¡A the session, which will be held at (name of chapter house and exact location) 
HE beginning at (exact time). 

Pel The expected 2-hour session will range over many conservationist 

O noo positions, (name) said, including: 

eye --The League ' s support for retention and expansion of Indiana's first 
ge win the nation law banning phosphates in laundry detergents; 

Em --Desirability of a law requiring use of refundable beverage contain- 


glam. 


ers, popularly called a "bottle" bill; 

--The need for a law banning certain fluorocarbon propellants in 
aerosal spray cans, which many scientists assert are damaging the earth's 
protective upper atmosphere ozone layer; 

--Reasons for dissolving the Wabash Valley Interstate Commission, which 
conservationists accuse of spending tax appropriations to lobby for a 
barge canal in the lower Wabash River; 


kgro 
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re 
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is --The need to create economic incentives for saving good farmland; 
me --Wetlands and means to preserve them; 
F --Needed amendments to the Indiana Drainage Code and the state's 


tP 


Conservancy Act; 
--Support for Indiana's Natural, Scenic and Recreational Rivers Act; 
--The need to accelerate state action on its Nature Preserves Act; 
--Backing for adequate personnel funds for air and water pollution con» 
¿trol agencies, and the need to amend Indiana law to consolidate environmental 
protection functions; 

--Support of a new law which would require electric utilities to charge 
he costs of promotional advertising against company profits instead of 
gainst ratepaying customers; 

--Backing of new law which would require uniform electric power charges 
to all consumers, rather than giving cost breaks to large users which con- 

ervationists charge encourages waste instead of energy conservation. 

dHHE 
4 (Note: The above should be retyped with the correct information inserted. 
VU The release date should be at least one day earlier than the date on which 
you expect publication in your local paper or TV-Radio. This story should 
be released from three to five days before the event. The discussion paper 
Pafe” PRE avene secon | letter should be sent to candidates about two weeks be- 
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By WAYNE PERRY 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Presidential approval of the Public 
Works Appropriation Bill, which includes 
recommendations for several million 
dollars in. funding of water and land 
development projects for the Wabash 
Valley, is expected within the next week. 
Washifigton sources have informed The 
TRIBUNE 

The Publis Works Bill, reported out of 
a House-Senate conference committee 
earlier this month and approved by both 
chambers -of Congress on Friday, Dec. 
12, is not expected to encounter any 
difficulties in obtaining President Ford's 
Signature, according to a spokesman for 
Rep. John Myers (R-Seventh District). 

+ Included in the bill is funding for 
$400,000 during „the current’ fiscal year 
and the transitional quarter for a study of 
navigation on the Wabash River from the 
Ohio River to Terre Haute. Fund 
approval for such a study to Terre Haute 
has been sought by the Wabash Valley 
Association, an organization of nearly 


shy 


6.000 persons interested in water - 


development, for several years. » 

Also included in the appropriations bill 
are $950,000 for the fiscal year and $1.3 
million for the completion of the plan and 
design and for construction of the Big 
Pine Reservoir project in Warren 
County. 

The Big Walnut Reservoir site in 
Putnam County received $830.000 and 
$400.000 for the two periods for planning 
and preliminary construction. 

Lafayette Lake, planned in the 
Tippecanoe County area, received 
' $300.000 and $100.000 for completion of 
planning and preliminary designs. 

The Big Blue Reservoir in Shelby and 
Rush counties was recommended to 
receive $150.000 and $50.000 for planning. 

Also funded were the Patoka Lake 
project, the Loyisville (111:) Lake project, 
the Marion Flood Wall, and the Mason J. 
Niblack Levee pumping facilities. 

+. Local officials, including WVA 
executive vice president Richard 
Shewmaker, have termed the funding a 
“breakthrough” that indicates a new 
Tecognition by public officials of the 


a 
ing for 
ey Projects — 


tininetahce of comprehensive water 


_ planning. 


Also praising the funding were 
Maynard Wheeler, WVA president, and 
George Gettinger, executive director of 
the Wabash Valléy Interstate 
Commission. 

“Tm exceedingly well pleased,” 
Shewmaker notes, “while we didn't get 
everything we might have desired. we 
did achieve a great goal in getting 
funding for the navigation study to Terre 
Haute and in getting monies for Big Pine, 
Big Walnut, the Lafayette Lake; and the 
other projects.” 

Myers” spokesman noted that although 
the Senate had reduced many of the 


funding requests. the monies were 


restored to. the original House 
recommendations during the conference 
committee hearings. 

The conference report. was 
overwhelmingly accepted by both the 
House and the Senate with only 31 
opposing votes in the lower chamber and 
only a few negative votesin the Senate. 
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would cut prices 


IF THERE SOMEDAY is a canal-river extending, from 
the Ohio to Terre Haute, farmers, will pay less and receive 
more for their crops. 

With far lower freight costs, industrial expansion would 
be encouraged. 

These are views of Jack Ward, chairman of the 
navigation committee of the Wabash Valley Association. 

A Vincennes businessman who has worked around rivers 
during his career as a sand and gravel company workman 
and executive, Ward sees only canal benefits. 

He “aid farm profit would be greatly increased by lower 
waterway freight charges. As he figures it, a farm within 15 
miles of-¿he Wabash could earn'16.2 cents more for each 
bushel of corn, 18.4 cents more a bushel of soybeans and 18.9 

¡cents more a bushel of wheat. Farms farther away from the 
river might have even higher benefits. New markets also 
might open to the farmer. 


The freight savings on liquid fertilizer would be up 47 
percent, the savings on dry bulk fertilizers, $14.85. 

Ward computed his findings by comparing barge rates 
with other carrier rates in effect Sept. 12. 


A CORPS OF ENGINEERS marketing study completed 
last year by a Texas firm, showed that with current needs 
and the potential for coal use, the canal project would just 
about pay for itself. 

Col. James Ellis, engineer of the Louisville District, told 
a reporter recently that other haul items like grain tip the 
(See Page 19, Col. 1) 
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Here: is peer 
of Wabash issue. 


SINCE THE 1930s the idea of a Wabash River 


. canal system connecting the Ohio River with the 


e 
$i 
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CDA A 
Sv E A New Harmony | L- 


Y Mt. Vernon 
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Great Lakes has been on the minds of many people of 
Indiana and Illinois. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers now is 
preparing an environmental impact and feasibility 
study for the first reach to be seriously considered 
from near Mt. Vernon to Mt. Carmel, Last week 
Congress authorized a $450,000 grant to study the 
possibility of a second reach, which would take-the 
canalization and channelization of the river to Terre 
Haute. 

The proposed project on the lower Wabash would 
include a seven-mile-long canal from ‘the Ohio 
overland to the Wabash. It would follow the Wabash 35 
miles, clearing the river to at least nine feet deep and 
200 feet wide. The remaining 72-mile reach would be 
built with channelization and overland construction. 
Two locks and two dams are proposed. 


The idea has raised optimism of supporters who 


say it will bring industry and lower freight rates. 
Opponents say it will destroy the environment of the 
river. 

The Valley Advance presents these reports on the 
arguments, both pro and con. 


Mt. Carmel 
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THE U.S. ARMY CORPS of Engineers still is a on. 
_an environmental impact statemen forthe proposed Wabash 
River Canal. y 

Col. James N. Ellis, district naea out of “Louisville, | 
may have given a sneak-preview of that report, however 
when he told a reporter for the Posey County News: "It 
would be very destructive. Dredging kills everything. . .Ican 
think of nothing more damaging environmentally.” y 

Already a number of environmental groups, including 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and the Izaak 
Walton League have said they would fight the project in 
court, if necessary. 

Martin Pedigo, director of public affairs for the Army 
Corps of Engineers at Louisville, told The Valley Advance he 
has heard of póssible law suits, but he said they would be 
premature.now. 

“We haven't even recommented for the reach up to Mt. 
Carmel yet. We haven't thought about the river above there. 
We have to look at the pluses and minuses, and there is no, 
doubt that it will be environmentally destructive. We must. 
ask ourselves, ‘Will the importance of getting that coal | ut: 
become a higher priority than the environmental damage i 


may cause?’ i 
“At this point we just aren't sure what the damas e l 
be,” Pedigo explained. pe. q 
| 


SOME GOVERNMENT and private Gpp aren’t so 
reluctant to describe the project s dangers. 
(See Page 19, Col. 3) 
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- products the can 
locks and dams, said Mart 
affairs for the Louisville District. 

“To be an economic benefit we have to demonstrate thi! 


ght rates and more business,” Pedigo said. 


barge companies? a 
That's up to Congress, according to the policy of th: 

Army ( 

Army Corps; Cong by the Corps are those of the public a: :: 

whole, Pedigo noted. $ 

| - fees would help even out the competitive influence 

and G ge Cline, president of the Indiana Motor Truck 


's a place for all kinds of carriers. The barges can 


11 will be needed to haul from the unloading dock: 
Cline told The Valley Advance. * 

Cline conceded that the railroad industry might 13 
victimized to some extent. Spokesmen for the Baltimore anc 
Ohio (Chessie) System said no study has been made of ibe 
canal’s impact. X 


4 


resolve. Some waterfowl and wildlife land will be destroyed 
in the project. 


rps. Congress may require a fee. The economie, 


THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTION is much harder Lust 


g 


canal would be a benefit to everybody through lowerec ! 


And what of the windfall profits the canal might bring ui 


on, says effects on the trucking industry will b« 
ed t 


products more economically than trucks, an9, 


| 
| 
i 
1 


The Army Corps has provisions for :»: 


2,000-acre wildlife area near New Harmony to lessen tl: i 


impact. : 

“You can't progress without changing things,” Ward 
argues. “The river is not natural the way it is, and the omnis 
place I can see that we might really destroy-is a fossil recs 


ledge near New Harmony. Even that could be by-passed, byt. 


what good are those fossils doing now: 


! 


1 


“The river will stay where it is. Grayville’s place on ta : 


river will stay where it is. The only place where any dredgin: 


would be done will be“horseshoe curves. There we will cut | 


through with earth-moving equipment, taking the trees ani | raising the water level in some places. 


debris off,” Ward added. » 


Je said a few sandbars may have to be moved, but they | 


won't leave the confines of the river boundary. 
The debris, said Ward would go into a slough within the 
? fines of the river, making new and usable farmland. 
“All these environmental groups overlook the fact that 
| the Wabash Valley Association also is concerned about the 
' environment. The Corps of Engineers is going along with 
them because the Corps is a major bureaucracy that doesn't 


want to do anything and won't until Congress tells it to,” 


Ward asserted. E 7 
+ Iwill probably be several years, 
there is a canal stretching to Terre 
Carmel. Public support, he said, c 
celerated, and, so far, that public supp 


coming. 


>e 


4% 


its Ward, before 


the thing àc- 
sn’t beem forth- 


> or even to Mt.: 


—_ 


wr a te 
From page one 


That report says: - 

- -Approximately 8,800 acres must be acquired for the 
waterway, land that will be lost to crops and timber. The 
Corps of Engineers proposal to set aside 2,000 acres as a 
refuge for waterfowl and fur bearers seven miles below New 
Harmony is “not adequate for the purposes and is unac- 
ceptable.” 

--The construction would change the permanent water 
level of parts of the Wabash, affecting the habitat of 45 
species of fish which have been catalogued by the Illinois 
Department of Conservation. 

-The seven-mile project canal from the Ohio to the 
Wabash would lower the volume and velocity of the lower-22 
miles of the river, possibly destroying fish,which require a 
swift current of free-flowing water. 

--Slack-water pools around locks and dams would 
“destroy or greatly alter” the production of fish and mussels. 
The 94 miles of channelization would destroy the diversity of 
pools and riffles used by finfish, mussels, amphibians, water 
fowl and aquatic-oriented mammals like mink or muskrat. 

--The Wabash is a major spring and Fall migratory route 
for waterfowl. It isn’t known to what extent the chan- 
nelization would affect birds following this route. It probably 
would have some effect. ` 

In short, says the U.S. Fish and Wildlife field report, the 
canal and channelization would “‘irreparably damage ” the 
environment resources of the lower Wabash River. 

In addition to the strictly environemntal drawbacks, a 
group of southern Indiana landowners is attacking the 
project for more personal reasons: 

--Taking thousands of acres of cropland out of produc- 
tion. b 

-Severing property lines. 

--Destroying county road and school bus networks since 
bridges over the canal are planned at only six-mile intervals. 

-Endangering bottomland farming near the river by 


-Causing major problems for railroads by removing 
|! needed freight business. > 
--Dividing Harmonie State Park and destroying the 
| historic Old Dam, a natural rock formation of fossils that 
| provides habitat for many species of wildlife. 


LOCK AND DAM PROJECTS are generally unpopular 
now. Secretary of Transportation William Coleman, in a 
‘recent policy statement said emphasis is going to have to 
shift from building waterways to rebuilding a strong rail 
system. ing 

‘Controversy over the rebuilding of locks and a dam on 
the Mississippi River near Alton, Ill., led one barge company 


| 
! 


> ye nd 


ANOTHER DAY - - Parts of the Wabash River have seen Naviga- 
tion before as this photo of post-Civil War steamboat traffic 
shows. A Wabash canal was proposed in the late 19th Century 
and again as a Depression Public Works Administration project 
in 1933. Both attempts failed. 


official to say that railroad opposition was “based on pure 
greed.) .. “issouri-Pacific Railroad countered that barge 
companies f, ta “free ride.” 

Since Indiana was forced into bankruptcy by a 1830s $12 
million canal project that never proved even remotely 
profitable, the idea of a Federal $290 million funding for the 
Wabash River canal still may strike a sore spot among 
Hoosiers. 

If the canal has escaped a bitter fight to this point it may 
be because the idea still isn't taken very seriously. In the 
Comprehensive Study of the Wabash River Basin by the 
Army Corps in June, 1971, the proposal was couched in very 


, vague terms and received scant mention. 


Asked about the economic impact of the project, one 
official for the Indiana Department of Commerce admitted, 
“Quite frankly I have never heard of the canal, let alone 
studies on it.” 
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If Congress appropriates 
¡needed money to, 


the 


Moore, deputy district engineer, 


i th 
y 


nav'gation feasibility study for 
Wabash River to Terre 
Haute, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers couid begin work on 
the project later this summer, 
according to Lt. Col. John E. 


that ‘ta not become 


R U.S. Army Corps of a ] 
Tribune Staff Writer | Louisville a. ee ap- 


aie leaders at a 
Progress luncheon 
the key to any. na 
provements a one 
would be ‘the changin 
the economy and the pi: When 
crisis. 

He noted that an inctéased! nevagAbies 
need for coal and a cut back in| **Maybeon 
rail ` services could both! -He exple 
“strengthen the case fori navigation 
navigation up to: Mount Carmel, | upon a 
Ul.. and ‘maybe (tò) Terre! that theres 
Haute, but-that-remains-to bel timetable 
Sects . 

Moore ` wast th: optimistic, 
an pess'pisti about hela. relax 
possibitity of navigation on ike “ 
| Wabash. as he spoke as pagt ol 
the Banks-of e -Wabash Festi a 
¡vall at Fairbanks Park. ~~ 


ould nse ae otis, 
| 
en astei Fi long it might | 


the’ “Wabash was | 
Dore: commented, | 


“also. reiterated. 
ed economy and 
. he energy cris’ S 


Bee- 
| Hessaid that a turn-about in|aiped to M community 
ihe economy gould damage the | Jendens toge at the Banks- 


case for navigation on the) of-the-Wbash «Festival. He is, 
Wabash or that an ease of the currently, completing a three- 


energy crisis could do the same. |year ‘assignment at. the 
The colonel said, however, | Louisv lle office of the Corps of | 
that a “catastrophic” e vent, | Engineers. 


such as the collapse of foreign 


1 
energy imports’ to the United He noted that many people 


had not rgalized the importance! 


Progress Day 


Continued From Fake One. 


active water resources manage- 
ment program. 

Those “facts” that Moore em- 
¡Phasized were: 
| (1) Water is important as 2 
¡basic human need. | 

(2) Water is important to in-; 
dustrial growth | 

(3) Water, although a finit,’ 
reaource with everla st ing 
Utility, : can” be dograded -, 4 
where it loses its utility. -~ 
. (4) The community that thei 
water serves must be the prime! 
‘mover and developer of the 
resource 
¡ Reviewing some of the pro- 
bleps that. face cviiimumities, 
land civil. planners in the | 
‘Wabash Vattey Basin,- Moore. 


particularly stressed majo. | 
flooding. | 
“The reason that flooding: 


iremains such a problem is that! 
about 20,per cent of the Wabash 
'Basin's. lands are in the flood | 
‘plain. An average of all flood | 
damage in the basin, under pre- 
sent candtions, is estimated at 
70 million annua!ly,” he com-; 
; mented. i 
“Basic water supply and| 
water . quality difficulties also | 
‘pose local problems in cop-| 
munities throughout the areal 
¡Our 1960 fresh water require- 
ments for municipal and in-! 
«sustrial uses will double by the | 
turn cf the century to about. 1 
'bihion gallons a day.” the col-| 


States, could turn the navigation 
fof the Wabash into a top 
Ipriority item because of the po- 
tential shipment and use of coal 
‘from the area. © ~~ 

Moore noted that Congress 
had | passed a resolut'on sag 
«he "U.S: Army Corps” 
Engineers to 
Engineers to study the feasibil-. 
‘ity of extending navigation alll 
the way to Tenre Haute. ve 


study SA ih b tensifying | | 
HR pressures for a a i ‘more. 
K Continued On Page 2 2, Col. T, j 


| 'onel added. 
| He reported that other water | 
lrelate d needs include. 
recreat on, hydroelectric power, | 
¡irrigation, navigation, and flood | 
| plain information. 
Reviewing the- progress of | 
wwork fthe Army Corps of 
| Engineers, Moore noted: | 


of water resources planning une 
til the current energy crisis. 

“So,” he told the audience, vig 
would like to highlight just a | 
few facts. as basic as they are. | 
that e mphasize§ Bon the ex- 

panding ut dustrial- | 
f agricultural development of our | 
country is rapidly 
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“In the Wabash area the. 
¡Corps program of reservoirs in- | 


lvolves six completed proecits. | 
lve that are currently being ' 
funded for “construction, and! 
¡five that are authorized for con- | 
struction. | 


“To date 21 lecal protecticn 
or levee projects h ave 'been 
completed. 

“Overali costs and the com-, 
petition for federal dollars a 
at the root of progress. Your 
level of participation in t he! 
community planning process 
can influence the rate of pro- | 
gress of your related com-| 
mun tv development.” 

Moore stressed that it was 
“particularly crucial that (the; 
ppublic) does not weary, that it 
does not alow pthy to ivr- 
come what you know is impor-: 
tant to accompish and you d9 
rot weaken in your efforts at 
conservation of our wate ri 
resource.” 

Moore stated that dams and. 
lakes that the Louisville Distr:ct | 
had built are returning more on; 
the federal investpent than had | 
been predicted. 

‘Monroe Lake near 
Bloomington was justified with | 
a 3.2 to 1 beenefit to cost ratio, 
but it is returning at an almost; 
5 to 1 ratio. Cagles Mill Lake is 
more than doubling Ms pre-| 
dicted 2.4 to 1 ratio,” he stated. | 

“What that means is — for 
every fedcral dolar that was 
‘invested, kenefits in flood 
¡damages prevented, recreation 
'tcurist dollards brought into the 
communitv and so forth — are. 
coming back at the rate of: 
more than two dollars for every | 
'one.” the colonel explained. { 

Moore closed by commenting 
that the cross-Wabash Canal, ; 
from the Ohio River to the! 
‘Great Lakes, remained a dead, 
issue because of a poor cost 
ratio and because of serious en- 
vironmental objections. ! 
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neers, left, discusses the possibility of navigation on the Wabash with i 3 Ni ray 
$ ] g organizers Com- 
munity Progress Day at the ¡Banks of the Wabash Festival in Fairbanks Park, Ph y vids 
Lt. Col. Moore»are, left to right, Gene Vaughn, Frank Crawford and Joe Heine. Ai j 
$ h PeR 5 House’ of Photography Photo. 
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Tribune Staff Writer 


“Tf it could be done with the 
Arkansas River, it can be done 
with the Wabash,” noted In- 
diana Lt. Gov. Robert D. Orr 
during his recent testimony 


before the Senate and House | 


Subcommittees on Ap- 
propriations in, Wasington, 
D.& 

“Having had the opportunity 
40 spend two very full days in 
1971. following the Arkansas 
River from Tulsa. Okla., to Pine 
Bluff, Ark., I have had my eyes 
opened to the economic and en- 
vironmental! potentials made 
possible by the navigational 
development of a river,” 
explained. 


The lieutenant governor, 
througú his capacity as director 
of the State Department of 
Commerce... commissioner 
agriculture. and director of t 
State Planning Agency. joine 
the Wabash Valley Associatiol 
members during their 
pearances before the 
gressional committees. | 


“Indiana and Mlinois citizens 
are bound to wonder piy, it 
made set se for ihein dollars to 
he spende for tha that purpose 
(of developm ent) on the Arkan- 
sas River when there is as yet 
so litle encouragement to them 
that "theim river will experience 
sinili alenton.” * he noted. 


“AS they watch the Tennegsee | 
and Tol igbee rivers joined, 
their | ‘appetite is wetted for 
similar action.” Orr continued. 


The lieutenant governor 
pointed out that while the WVA 
delegates were in the nation's 
capital to give testimony 
dealing with specific ap- 
propriation requests and 
specific projects. his purpose 
was “rather to draw .. . at- 
tention to a broader, longer 
range potential.” 


Orr, that 


timistic Wabash | a 
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Orr discussed in detail the ad-; He also pointed out that 
vantages of navigation for an agriculture had benefitted from 
inland area. the flood control and that there 

“Drawing on that experience had been favorable economic 
(in Arkansas). let me make the ‘impact and general improve- 
point that the Wabash River has ment of.the environment. 
most of the same potentials as “But the full economic impact 
the Arkansas River,” he stated. of the Wabash will only be 

Orr continued: realized when the federal 

“The difference lies in the government begins on the long 
fact that some 35 years ago a program of making the river 
few far-sighted people in Arka navigable. "he emphasized. 
sas and Oklahoma were in a Reflecting on his duties, Orr 
‘position to set in motion a train noted that his responsibilities in 
of events which has produced a state office brought him into 

navigable waterway from the immediate relationship with the 
Mississippi River to Tulsa. benefits so far achieved in the 

“Today every major com- Wahash Valley. 


munity on the Arkansas River “It's my hope.” he told the 
is experiencing the benefits of reoresentatives, and senators, 
program. Industry is “to encourage your con 


flocking to Pine Bluff, Little | ‘sideration to the value of In- 
Rock. and Ft. Smith, Ark.. and diana and Illinois, and therefore 
Muskogee and Tulsa, Okla.. ¡to a large segment of the entire 
because they can use untrv, of a more ambitious 
¡Arkansas River to move raw orocram,’ 
yaterials in and finished pro- added that his duties 
arts out. cause him Bo see ‘‘the long- 
“The advent of new industry 


iy ¿dl jobs and increased taxi from converting the Wabash in- 


iously were “Te present i jeut e nant 
backwash.” governor will be long gone when 


Orr noted that ‘‘much impo - such may. SS alized. but the 
tant progress has been made | s some time pe 
over the past “several vears IN es ” he 


in an economic 


the Wabash ‘River Basin 

mostly related to flood cont A ‘of ren marks 

and providing an adequa enate and Hous E” ' 

year-round water supply. Y he said 
“Obviously this has been | you struggle with i. 

economic “and environmenta specifics in 

benefit to Indiana and Illinois. nt of the Wa sh | 


he stated. 

rr commented in his testi- 
mony fo the Congressional com- 
mittees that “there is genuine 
appreciation for the work 
already done and that now visi- 


se also enjoy the 

o. think and plan ith 
creativity toward ‘the kind of 
long-range goal so typical of | 


this nation in its 200 years of. 
manifest destiny. Ú | 

ble in the future. 
“This has 4 


“Lift the horizon of oppor 
produceditunite for two states at th 

recreational opportunity as a (crossroads of the nation” s 

by-product and industry  Te-¡economy. 

quiring water in its. processes; ‘‘The benefits will 

‘nas been drawn to the Wabash | |bevond the Wabag 

| Valley, *” he said. sin.” 


reach far | 
iver pl 


Vigo County Public Library 
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- he potential to supply much of 
, -he coal needs of the nation, 
US. Sen. Vance Hartke (D- 
Ind.) predictated Satruday 
durmg a visit to sothern In- 
diana. y 
“The potentil for the 
navigation of the Wabash is as 
great as the Ohio. The over 60 
billion tons of coal in this area 
would alone be enough to supply 
the energy needs of our nation 
for years to come,” the senior 
senator from Indiana said at the 
dedication ceremonies at the 


— 


and Dam Project. r 

| The senator said navigation 
of the Wabash will lead to an 
improved economy for the 


surrounding area, similar to the” 


economic progress made in the 
tri-state area since the im- 
provement of navigation on the 
Ohio River. 

Y will work to fulfill a great 
goal — the navigation of the 
Wabash. 1 have asked ¿the 
Senate Appropriations Sub- 
committee on Public Works for 
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KYI nt 
the ae} River Basin has 


Uniontown (Kentucky? Locks: 


si. 275.000 for the extended 
study of the navigation of the 
Wabash from the mouth of the 
Ohio River to Terre Haute,” 
Senator Hartke remarked. 

The senator also declared 
that federal efforts to develop 
and navigate the Ohio River 
will continue to spur em- 
ployment, further reduce 
flooding and improve tran- 
sportation of coal supplies in the 
Indiana - Illinois - Kentucky 
region. 

“Through the joint efforts of 
federal and local officials. the: 
Ohio River has become the” 
most productive and profitable 
waterway in the nation,” 
Hartke concluded. 


tending the dedication 
ceremony were George Get- 
tinger. executive director of.the 
Wabash Valley Interstate 
Commission, and Richard 
Shewmaker.. EU] y 
-president of the Waba 
VAalley Association, =. 
Also. India t. Gov. 1 abert 
Orr. supt. of higheays WN 
A Kentucky Lee illips, State 
Sen. Harry Th Apson from 
‘Evansville an Jacks 
¿ Higgins. mavor of Mr Vernan 
The Corps of Engineers was 

¡ represented by Brig Gen E R 
Heiberg III. Division of 
\ Engineers, Ohio River Division 
and Col James N Ellis, district 
‘engineer, Louisville, District 
[ Indiana Sen. Brich Bayh was 
| represented by Richard Hawley 
and William Heck. Robert 
Schrem . represented the In- 
diana Port Authority 

Harold” McCuthan. © vice 
president of Peoples Bank and 
Trust Company of Mt. Vernon 
acted as master of ceremonies, 


Among the dignitaries at- 
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By WAYNE PERRY | 
Ha Telbune Staff Writer 
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Navigation ‘on - the “Wabash 
ls River to Terre Haute ig of high 
sey priority according to Seni. 
t Vance, Hartke (D-Indiana), if 
the Wabash Valley is to make 
future use of a virtually .un- 
tapped resource—gravel, 
“The gravel supply in Pitts- 
„burgh is expected to last only 12 


¡ more years and the nation will. 
ultimately, come to this river”; 


= valley for the supply,” Hartke 
Said during a press ‘conference 
in Terre Haute Thursday. 
. The senator -had just com- 
pleted a four-day tour .of: the 
Wabish Valley \ River Basin, 
viewing water: resource | and 
fldod control programs. .: 
In his remarks Thursday ` 


Hartke discussed, the economié 
problems of 


the country at’ 


y 


> his 
He ant apare on’ the tats 
el «of the Army’s RDX project that 
i Mmay.'be located in! Vermillion 
County and ‘commented that 
pay ‘raises for government em- 
ployes (including Congressmen) 
were not.a “rip off.” 
Hartke's prime concern, how- 
_ ever, was praise for, the water 
_eymandgement. programs in Indi- 
Panas y rd’ ani 
“We toured over 1,000 miles 
from Marion to Jasper—we saw 
y What could be and what was,” 
- he Bald. > 
Ont of - the prijects ‘that 
“yy Hartke hingléd out as desirable’, 
F> uwasta féasibility study of navi- 
‘gation on ‘the Wabash River 
from the Ohio: River fo Terre 
Haute. / 
* “Hopefully. we will someday 
have this navigation,” the sen- 
ator remarked. 


huts 


¢ 


- provide transportation for coal. 
out of the Wabash Valley. and 
to the rest of the nation... 


He then added: 


v> “And the gravel» supply ‘is se 
something ‘that will) be heard: teak Uh 


» more and more about. 4 
“It will: someday be a big.” 
concern for this arta. 4/0 


control improvement ` through ` 
reservoirs in the northern, Oy 
of the Wabash Valley Basin and’ 
the flood damage that cad occur 
in the southern section. . ~ 
Noting, the > imporiance, ol 
water,” Hartke commented that 
adequate water. was essential | 
for industrial u growth — such as 


bia 

. “Ande of course, the el ry 

tional, benefits of mavigatiód ‘orl 

the river. are remei ime 

portant!’ E a Ay 
Hartke said that, his, pe 8180 y. +. despite | the” 

allowed ¡him to sed the water iM 


‘ 17 ¡Ares! to 


$ being stymied 


A A e eres E AnS =o rT ET 
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ources 


“the fied ‘for hich: Ain tò = 


Lids 
dub 
CAR PATA F o $ E 


w dy mad sa Ar 


J has et 
County. f 
Among ~ iNeed who! traveled’ 


in i Vermillion 


with Hattke-on His tour. of the. 
oy) valley, were. George Getlihger, 


executive: director of the Wa- 
bash. Valley. Interstate:Commis- 
‘dion, and, Richard SheWmaker, 
executive vice president of the 
vils ‘Wabash Valley Association. 

¿ During a Thursday noon ad- 


yiterre’ Hautes Hartke turned to 
4), economie Concerns, 
success of the 
i housing tax credit, tax rebates 
~“ and tax reductions for individu- 
"y als: and. corporations, Congres- 
2 glonal ; recession- fighting was 
by a ‘'veto-prone 
president.” 
AA Concerti the housing credit; 
Hartke. noted. , 
“Both housing sales and home 
¿construction have risén sharply 


the /Kiwanis Club of=' © 


noting that ` 


since March. This seems to me ï 
to he the appropriate way to ge! 
the American economy moving 
again. Rather than sitting aroung 
Lreading esoteric economic data 
aid projecting eventual upturn | 
AN we Jest wail long enough. we 
ye Should he building incentives 
Which will helo create the upturn 
by stimulating the most de- 
pressed economic sectors.” 
Hartke was sharp in his criti- 
cism of Ford. noting that “the 
primary reason for Ford's veto 
of so many bills is his conten- 
tions that they would be in- 
flalicnary.” 
“But this is nonsense. In the 
long parade of economists ‘of 
„all persuasions appearing before 
Congress, not. one has contended 
a budget deficit the size Congress 
has approved fer this year will 


Continued Ou Page 8, Col. 1. 


He particularly emphasized 
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HARTKE VISITS TERRE HAUTE — Seu. Vance Hartke | 
, (D-Indiana), at right, addressed the Terre Haute Kiwanis * 
| Ciub, Thursday — discussing his recent tour of water facili- 
ties ln the Wabash River Basin and commenting, on the | 
¿current economic situation, The senior senator is pictured 
with Dr. Joseph C. Minnis, president of the Kiwanis Club... 
House of Photography Photo, 
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be inflationary in an OS 
` with over eight per cent unen- 
ployment and using only 66 per | 
cont ól industrial: capacity. 

*'The-: senator = also said. ‘that 


ode wba Ve iy ain ate puter 
ing“ unempiopyment ; w op) 
“vastly” inadequate". mae 
“We will have to! change our’ 
‘whole concept of the purpose of! 
“these programs and our ap. 
pprpacls pi ia eco:i 
nomic and ‘psychological ne 
of they ple involved Fs $ 2 m 
pike aleg criticized the sale 
‘of wheat “fo! foreign: ae 
noting. that: the : consumer: a 
up paying: the ‘costar eh Li 
eA new! poung of food in: 
cresses is being touched off by; 
another Russian wheat sale,.- y 
‘We should haye learned our, 
lesson in i972, but. Mr. (Earll' 
i Butz (Secretary of “Agticult ure). 


, (te at it again.“ The'reaily tragic 


| Bapect | “ol: thege i lan: ‘grain 
pales . (5 poar f ey, cost’. the 
“American consumer) “Sa, ie 
< cou 
little,- bop So t emilio AH 
Tia 1970 ‘an aed us $700 
i állicn in revenues, dut it cosi 
' the American consumen over $1 
' billton in higher food costs. That 
is: bad. enough, ¿but even: worse, 
* the; “bes not sand for 
| | feom ithe ingpeased. seen fot, 


ees Sr ea O, St CM ds a 


AA 


In summarizing the econamy,! 
| Flavtke said thay the situation 


, “continues to deteriorate’ and 
| that there is concrete 


evidence tiat- President Ford's 


. economic policies are ‘‘disas- 


traus for the nation.” 

Hartke proposed lower mier- 
est rates, the elimination cf a 
tight money. policy, an end to | 
- Presidential vetoes àf Con- 
| gressional spending programs, 
and incentives, to increase pro- 
| dyotivigy as ways to cure the 
current economic ills. ı: 
+ Oonteming the posal loon: 
tion of a $500 million RDX facil- 
ity at the Newport Army Am- 
munition Depot, Hartke gafd 
that the designated Secretary 
of Army was still “new at his 
job” ‘and that discussions were 
stl continuing. 
- Hartke continued to stress 
that he wanted the plant located 
op the basis of merit, even Y 
it’ meant that Newport. would 
not be the sita. 45 g 

In regards tò government and i 
Congressional pay ‘raises re- 
cently passed, Hartke said that 
the increases were not a “rip 
oN’! and that persoas, who. say 
they are are either misinfonmed 
or playing “cheap politicg.'” 

He noted that there bad noti 

an increase since 1969 in 

pay for most bop officials and 
that the boosts were necessary 
tg keep quality people in govi 
ermment rather: than in priyate 
work that might pay more. 
| (Finally, Hartke sald that he 
would suppert Sen. Birch Bayh 
(D-Indiana) if he seeks the 
presidency in :1976. He sald that, 
| Ravi would be the best candi-| 
' date if-he pnlered the racej | 
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Tribune Staff Writer 


Congressional approval of over $1 
million to make an extended study of the 
possibility of navigation on the Wabash 
River from the mouth of the Ohio River 
to Terre Haute is ‘as close toa sure thing 
as there is. according to Sen Vance 
Hartke ı D-Ind + 

Hartke predicted that the funds would 
be approved tor the long sought 
navigation study during a Terre Haute 
meeting Monday that was part of a 
two-day tour of Wabash Valley water 
projects 

The tour 1s being sponsored by the 
Wabash Valley Association and the 
_Wabash Valley Interstate Commission 
for Brig. Gen E R Heiberg. division 
engineer for the US Army Corps of 
Engmeers at Cincinnati. and for Coi 
James Ellis. engineer of the Louisville 
District for the Corps 

Hartke also revealed that Indiana 
could build and operate a $500 million 
explosives plant for the Army more 
cheaply than Oklahoma. according Lo a 
study he had requested from the General 
Accounting Office The senator referred 
to the long-delayed decision on whether 
the Army shouid tocate an 
RDX-producing plant at the Newport 
Army Ammunition Depot in Vermillion 
County or at a naval installation al 
McAlester Okla 

Concerning the funds for the 
navigation study Hartke said that the 
Senate Subcommittee on Public Works 
would be acting this week on 
appropriation bills for Wabash Valley 
projects 

Hartke has asked for $15, million in 
projects for Indiana with $1 265.000 of 
th: t am to be used for an extended study 


T wove 1 


of navigation on the river to Terre Haute 
l am in close contact with the 

chairman and other members of that 
suhcommittee {will urge them to totally 
fund these projects for the improvement 
of Indiana,’ the senator said 

Hartke told The TRIBUNE that 
approval of funds to make the navigation 
study was “almost a sure thing ` In tact. 
the senator flatiy stated that ‘the study 
will be done 

Funding for the study has been urged 
by the WVA. an organization of hundreds 
of citizens concerned with water 
development in the Wabash Valley for 
several years Last May a delegation of 
WVA members. including Maynard 
Wheeler WVA president and George 
Gettinger WVA member and WVIC 
executive director journeyed to 
Washington. DC to testify before two 
Congressional committees about needed 
funds 

Wheeler has said that he had ‘tunnel 
vision about the need for navigation on 
the Wabash since that was his orimary 
interest in the tuwo-dav tour ol area 
projects Both Gettinger and Wheeler 
expressed pleasure with Hartke s 
confidence that funding for the 
navigation study would be approved 

Continued development of the Wabash 
River could lead to thousands of new jobs 
and result in “one of the greatest 
economic booms in the history of the 
Middle West. Hartke said 

He noted that prior to 1959 the Wabash 
Basin had been the largest neglected 
river inthe United States 

During the past 16 years however he 
noted that many water resource projects 
had been approved andthat more needs 
to be done * 

The senator ranked navigation to Terre 
Haute high on the list of project 
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Hartke Foresees Okay 
Funds 
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priorities 

Brig Gen Heiberg told The TRIBUNE 
that among other projects he was looking | 
at during the two-day tour ‘was 
navigational possibilities to Terre Haute 

The people | have met seem to favor 
the study.” he notes. “but it 1s my 
responsibility to listen to all sides 

He noted that funding possibilities for 
Wabash Valley projects were “pretty 
healthy’ despite President Ford s efforts 
to “hold spending down and make tor a 
lean year in 1976 ` 

The general said the test of the money. 
amounts available to the Corps would be 
made tn Congress during the next several 
weeks and months 

Heiberg has authority over four 
district Corps offices — those at 
Louisville. Pittsburgh Huntington 
(W V 1 and Nashville He has been in'his 
post at Cincinnati for only two months 
and ts participating in the WVA WVIC 
tour to “get to know Indiana. the 
projects. the people. and the geography ` 

Col Ellis told The TRIBUNE that he 
was “looking closely at Congress to see 
how the funding goes.” Ellis has direct 
authority for the Corps over the Wabash 
Valley Basin. 

He said that if the approprtations are 
approved by the Senate subcommittee 
thev would still have to go to a joint 
conference committee before final 
approval “That ıs where the test will 
be ` Ellisadmitted 

Hartke joined Wheeler Gettinger two 
Army representatives. various city and 
county local officials. state legislators, 
and WVA members for the Monday 
dinner at the Howard Johnson Motor 
Lodge On Monday the entourage had 
toured the Wabash River area north of 
Terre Haute by car The group was to 
tour the area south*of Terre Haute on 
Tuesday by plane 


The senator took the opportunity while 
in Terre Haute to announce the results of 
the study he had requested from the GAO 
relative to the cost of constructing the 
Army explosives plant an Indiana or 
Uklahoma 


He said that figures given him show 
that the final construction and 10-year 
operating cost for the facility would be, 
$825 44 million if it is built in Oklahoma - 
and $787 16 million if it is built at 
Newport 
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HARTKE, ARMY OFFICIALS VIEW NAVIGATION — The 
possible navigation of the Wabash River to Terre Haute and the 
potential it holds for development in the Wabash Valley were the 
prime topics of discussion during a meeting Monday evening of 
persons interested in water resource development. The dinner 
session was part of a two-day tour of valley water projects. 
Pictured are George Gettinger. executive director of the 


Wabash Valley Interstate Commission; Brig. Gen. E. K. 
Heiberg IH, division engineer with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers from Cincinnati; Vance Hartke, Indiana's senior 
Democratic senator; Maynard Wheeler, Wabash Valley 
Association president and WVIC member; Col. James Ellis, 
engineer of the Louisville District of the Army Corps; and 
Richard Shewmaker, executive vice president of the WVA. 
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WHEELER, MAYORS TALK ABOUT NAVIGATION — During a Monday luncheon for 15 area - O 
mayors, Maynard Wheeler (second from jeft). president of the Wabash Valley Association, 
talked with three area mayors — Carroll McDaniel (left) of Palestine, Ill., Frank Pearce of 
Marshall, Nl., and Allen Clark of Vincennes. The luncheon was called by Terre Haute Mayor 
William Brighton to discuss ways. in which the community leaders could help in the move to +] 
make the Wabash River navigable. Wheeler predicted that if the project goes smoothly, the river “7 
could be open to barge traffic by 1984. All 15 mayors in attendance signed a petition urging the 


governors, congressmen and state legislators of Indiana and I nois to support making the river 
navigable. 5 
pii id id TAN 7:1978 House of Photography Photo 
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Lugar Speaks- 
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W HARMONY, Ind. es 

— po es publican U. „S. Senate! 
candidate Richard Lugar ' 

| Wednesday ; Spoke out against a 
2 which 


th 
ES 


riversin eduthwediera baina 
Discussing the controversial 
A bee plan, r said | 
, he was that the 
| House of Representatives | 
passed a bill to. ‘spend $150,000 


for higher sausage p project. 
| said, “ tual costs of the’ 


al 


environmental damage are 
simply too i 


_ primarily on extensive evidence 
of costs exceeding benefits, the 
farm land to be lost and the 
adverse effect on our struggling 
ranga Ry Lugar a Y 

“Today, I am witnessing 
discussing, first-hand, the envi- 
ronmental and human impact of 
the proposed Cross-Wabash 

Praga s d the canal plan 

ar was 

a an example of “the 
tendency of the federal govern- 
ment to plunge into project 
after expensive project without 


Fp 
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After years of urging that a navigation 
study be conducted of the Wabash River 
from the Ohio River to Terre Haute, local 
officials of the Wabash Valley 
Association (WVA) and the Wabash 
Valley Interstate Commission (WVIC) 
had a “real breakthrough’’ Wednesday. 


A House-Senate conference committee. 


restored $100,000 to the Public’ Works 
Appropriation bill for the navigation 


study to Terre Haute. An earlier Senate. 


Funding J Pleases 


version of the bill authorized the study. - 


only from Mt. Carmel. Ill.. south to the 
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director, noted, 
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Ohio River. The conference committee 


restored the original study extent from 


Terre Haute south, as a lobbying group 
from the WVA had urged in 
Congressional! testimony last May. 

_The appropriations bill must return to 
both houses for final approval. 

If passed and signed into law, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers wil! conduct 
the study. 

George Gettinger, WVIC executive 
“This is a real 
breakthrough for us.’ He continued to 
explain that the language of the 
conference committee report apparently- 
made the entire appropriation approved 
available for use for study at any point 
between Terre Haute and the Ohio River, 
rather than allocating a certain amount 
for the downstream study and another 
amount for the study, upstream to Vigo 
County. Gettinger called that change 
“tremendous.” 

Top WVA officials, including president 


“Maynard Wheeler and Executive Vice 


President Richard Shewmaker, were 


‘out of the city Thursday and could not be 


reached for comment on the funding 
approval. Both Wheeler and Shewmaker 
have: been : ‘strong ‘supporters of the 
navigational study for several years. 

In all, the total study will be funded 
under the conference committee 
recommendation for $325,000—the 


«+ original amount approved by the house 


last June. As noted, the Senate had 


reduced that figure by $100.000. 

In addition to the $325.000, another 
$75,000 was approved for the study for the 
quarter-year transition period. ; 

The total was substantially below the 
amount that the WVA had. urged in 
funding during its Congressional 
testimony. The WVA had asked for 
$400,000 for the study of navigation on the 
Wabash from the Ohio River to Mt. 
Carmel and $600, 000 for the continuation 
of the study north to Terre Haute. 

In addition. the WVA had presented 
requests of some $17 million for other 
water projects in the Wabash Basin. 


Mayors to Hear 


Posh “Res 


Vs 
Va 


By WAYNE PERRY 
Tribune Staff Writer 


"Mayors from over 40 Wabash Valley 
cities and towns have been invited to 
discuss the potential benefits of 
navi gation on the Wabash River duringa 
tuncheon Monday at the Terre Haute 


‘Holiday Inn. dá 


‘Hosting the session will be Terre Haute 
Mayor William Brighton. 
Speakers at the meeting will include 


_ Maynard Wheeler. Wabash Valley 


Association president: Richard 
Shewmaker,, WVA executive vice 
president: George Gettinger, executive 
director of the Wabash Valley Interstate 
Commission; and Robert Kellum. 
tederal respresentative to the WVIC. 

«Brighton extended the invitation to the 
Indiana and Illinois mayors “to discuss 
the economic benefits of navigation on 
the Wabash River from the Ohio River to 
Terre Haute, how it can be brought 
about. and what mayors can do to 
assist." 


The local mayor projected that; 


navigation would have eftects for 75 
miles on either side of the river. 

Studies indicate that the benefits of 
navigation would include the attraction 
of industry to the area. expansion of 
recreational facilities, improvement in 
shipping both in and out of the valley 
(resulting in lower costs to farmers and 
industry). and control of water to prevent 
flooding. 

The speakers at the session from the 
WVA and WVIC have encouraged studies 
to make the Wabash River navigable 
northward to Terre Haute for several 
years. 
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Recently the hope for navigation on the 
river was boosted when Congress 
approved $00.000 for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to conduct a 
feasibility study of navigation on the 
river from the Ohio River to Terre Haute. 
The funding is for the 1975-76 fiscal year 
and for the summer 1976 transitional 
quarter 

Wheeler told The TRIBUNE that he 
would make comments during the 
session about ‘‘how the mayors can help 
us get the navigation project off the 
ground.” 


“We'll talk about what the mayors can 
do to help navigation and what 
navigation could do to help the Wabash 
Valley.” he added. 


According to Wheeler. the session will 
mark the first time that so many mayors 
have gathered to discuss such an 
economic development matter. 


Gettinger commented that “nothing 
could be so important as navigation” and 
that “the benefits that have historically 
followed the development of inland 
waterways in this country can be 
expected with navigation on the 
Wabash.” : 


Among the Indiana mayors that have 
been invited to the luncheon are those of 
Clinton. Sullivan, Brazil, Linton. 
Vincennes. Bicknell. Princeton. Jasper. 
Huntingburg. Washington. and 
Petersburg, Attica. and Covington. 

Illinois mayors who have been invited 
include those of Paris. Marshall. 
Charleston. Greenup, Newton. Robinson. 
Lawrenceville. Fairfield. Carmi, 
Hutsonville. and Palestine. 
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By W AYNEP PERRY 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Fifteen area mayors signed a petition 
Monday urging various elected officials 
on the state and national levels to support 
the development of navigation of the 
Wabash -River from the Ohio. River to 


' Terre Haute 


1 


Mayors from six Indiana communities 
and mine cities in lilinois gave their 
support to the petition during a luncheon 
meeting hosted by Terre Haute Mayor 
William Brighton. 

The session was conducted to discuss 
ways in which the mayors could assist in 
making navigation on the Wabash to 
Terre Haute a feality 

The petition, prepared by the Wabash 
Valley Association and the Wabash. 
Valley Interstate Commission, said that 
the mayors ‘‘strongly urge’ the 
govemors. congressmen. state senators. 
and state representatives from Indiana 
and Illinois to aid in the development of 
navigation of the river 


“The destiny of the area depends on 
efficient water transportation.) the 
statement read. “which is dependent on 
navigation.” 


All mayors who attended the luncheon 
signed the petition. 


One of the four. guest. speakers, 
Maynard Wheeler, WVA president. told 
the group: 


“I believe and expect. with your 
influence. that we will see barges coming 
up this river in eight years. 

“We have worked hard to get this tar 
and for the first time we have federal 
money to conduct a study of navigation’s 
feasibility © 


Recently. the US. Congress 


appropriated $400,000 for the study of 
navigation on the Wabash north to Terre 
Haute. Such studies will be conducted by 
the U.S: Army Corps of Engineers: 
"Wheeler told the mayors that the funds 


ash River 


Rd AAA A 


for the study were the result of lo were the result of local 
support for navigation — both over a 
period of several years and recently 
when a House-Senate Conference 
Committee threatened to cut the funding 
w the public "works appropriations 
ill 


“When we leanne that the Senate had 
cut the money for themavigation study, 
we sent 697 telegrams to the Conference 
Committee to help influence the Senate 
members to go along with the House for 
monies we wanted,’ Wheeler 
commented. 


Richard Shewmaker, WVA executive 
vice president, noted that he. along with 
most people. had three dreams: 


‘I dream of economic growth through 
industry.” he said, noting that when the 
Arkansas River, was made navigable. 
$100 million in new industry was 
developen in the area in 10 vears with 
that amount expected to double in the 
next five years. 


Secondly. he: stated. “I «dream. of 
economic growth through agriculture.” 
Shewmaker pointed out that 60 per cent 
of the:record grain crop in the Wabash 
Valley during the past harvest season 
was shipped out of the area. 

“With navigation,” he explained, ` “we 
can have substantial Savings in such 
grain shipment.” 

Finally, Shewmaker said that he 
dreamed of an “economic future for our 
children.” He noted that navigation could 
lead to a higher quality of life in the 
Valley in the future because of added 
jobs and recreational facilities. 

George Gettinger, WVIC executive 
director, told the mayors that a “new 
page of history was being written for the 
Wabash Basin.“ 


“This is the first time that I believe so 
many mayors have been in one room 
with the sole purpose of water 
improvement on their minds.” he stated. 


Gettinger traced the devéfopment of 
water ‘projects in he valley, pointing out 
lets Wabash River has * ‘sufficient 
ter to make navigation possible” > — 
le predicted that with navigation, 
me 10 new al mines could 
developed in the a, creating 8.000 new 
jobs in the valley and leading to income 
for the workers of $160 million annually. 

A final speaker on the program, Robert 
Kellum, federal representative to the 
WVIC. said that navigation of the 
Wabash’ was “A very definite. very 
practical proposition.” 

He noted that in order to make barge 
traffic possible on the river only six locks 
and dams would be necessary since a 
t20-foot lift is all that is needed between 
Terre Haute and the mouth of the 
Wabash. 

Brighton, urging the mayors to support 
navigation, noted that “this is a 
non-partisan project.” 

Brighton had said earlier ‘that “this 
project would lead to the greatest 
economic boom in the history of the 
Wabash Valley, making | possible 
transportation of agricultural products, 
petroleum, coal, and so forth. In fact. 
studies indicate that 30 million tons of 
product would move down the Wabash 
River in the first year alons,“ 

The six Indiana mayors who signed the 
petition supporting navig Hen Mere 
Brighton: Norval Pickett B fazil; 
Hugh McGill. Clinton: Wiliam Donnelly. 
Suilivan; Robert C. Walters, Linton; and 
Allen Clark. Vincennes. 

Ilinois mayors who signed the petition 
included Frank Pearce, Marshall; 
Robert Hickman, Charleston; ‘William 
Easton, Greenup; Steven Thompson, 
Paris, Paul Stroup, Mt. Gi W B. 


oe 


Gray, Hutsonville; Don Gubelman, 
Robinson; Francis erkins, 


Lawrenceville: and “Carroll McDaniel, 
Palestine. 
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A consultant has been hired |interest 


by, the Wabash i Valley Inter-|CATE® ÓN _ 
state Cammissitat to make al That would toldos E move- 
comprehensive. study of. the ment of grain, other' 
benefits that pete result from um. products award 
making the Wabash River navi- rre Haute and the ship- 
gable from the Ohio River “to ment of: ferüilizer northward to 
Terre Haute. : 


city. 
Dr. Joseph Hartley. who g 
previously. conducted si! 
studies of the, St. La > 


5 riefly ex- 
potential «industrial 
frequently de- 

; 3 a avigable river. 
Te-| * “71 view the potential 

sh River e portation movement and 
ve a completed (the potential capacity. Hartley 
report by September. ¡noted. 

The study is another step ini “‘One of the major advan- 
the drive by the WVIC and the |tages of water transportation 
Wabash Valley Association to [are the economics of scale. 
gain Congressional funding to; ¡Some things can be moved by 
launch a full study of the po- babes that . cannot be moved by 
tential of making the” Wabashlland,'”” he “added. ~ 


[tion can compare economically 


: dying potential, waterways — except 


diana and Ilinoisa including e 
request for funds to study the 
potential of navigation en the 


oh ef transporta- 


with barge movement on inland 


possibly | Wabash River to Terre Haute. 
large eter pipelines,” the The three ted a delegation of 130 
consul t continued. lcitizens in the lobbying effort. | 


rt, which! 
Peick 


George Gettinger, WVIC ex-| Hartley's final 
ecutive director, and Maynard ¡will be brief eno 


Wheeler, president of the Wa- [ly d and whi I be writ- 
bash Valley Association (Alten in lay terms. distrib-| 
group of citizens from Indiana ¡uted to'all me of Congress, | 


and Illinois who $ rt various jaj 
water development projects, i is state legislators, all ma- 
cluding the navigation of the: jor industrial concerns, and the 
Wabash River). have met sev- ¡public at large. E ou 
eral times with Hartley to dis-| Whesier explained, “We” ve 
cuss the report that he will Ko!" working »on'this for years 
pare. ¡and a large number of peop! 
Gettinger and Wheelet? al 8 believe that it (navigation on the! 
with WVA board chairman: {Wabash River) can't E done.! 


Schenk, recently. traveleg o This: one time it will he done, 
Washington, D.C, to testify be-\ang — il 


e Indiana and 


will 
fore the House and Senate sub- ¡conv ince everyone that pine job) 
cammittees on appropriations in! will he dane "w 


Nand development projects in Imi 


favor of 13 specific water and 
Continued on Page 2, Col. 4. 
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Wheeler ¿said that Hartley's 
¡report wilF.be sent to “every-' 
¡one from the President to town-} 
¡ship trustees’? in an effort to; 
show the benefits that naviga-| 
¡tion would have. | 


Gettinger noted that Hartley's! 
study would not represent any! 
type of duplication of effort| 
with studies now being made! 
iby the U.S “Army Corps of! 
Engineers. 

“The Corps believes in Dr.| 
Hartley, our Congressmen be-! 
Leve in. Dr. Hartley, and we! 
believe in Dr. Hartley. He is! 
an expert in his own right and, 
there is absolutely no conflict 
of interest,” Gettinger reported. j 

Hartley is a graduate of the 
Indiana University School of 
Business and he received the 
D.B.A. degree in business man- 
agement and transportation 
from IU. 

He spent two years in the 
U.S. Air Force prior to assum- 
ing a faculty position in the 
School of Business at IU. There- 
after, he served as an academic 
vice president at IU in Bloom- 
ington. 

Currently Hartley is vice 
president of the Citizens Bank 
of Portland (Ind.,) where he 
resides. He is also a member 
of the board of directors of the 
Bloomington National Bank. 

A fourth generation resident 
of the Wabash Valley Basin, 
Hartley is familiar with the area 
situation concerning grain ship- 
ment, coal production, and 
agricultural capabilities. 

He has frequently testified be- 
fore Congressional committees 
concerning various wate. proj- 
ects and, as previously .nen- 
tioned, he has worked on studies 
of the St. Lawrence Seaway 
and the Ohio River, as well as 
ot cower Laxe Michigan, the 

ennesee-Tombigbee rivers, and 
thie Magdalena River in South 
America. 


» 

tW. 9 
Gettinger said that the study. 
would inevitably show that sub- 
stantial savings in shipping 
products out of the Wabash 
Valley would result and that 
new industry and more jobs 
would "follow the river.” 

Hartley noted that he was 
not only interested in naviga- 
tion. but that through his ex- 
veriences with other waterways, 
was interested in the “broad 
concern of water resource de- 
velopment.” 

Gertinger stated that any sav- 
‘ings in transportaton found by! 
Hartley would be passed on to 
the “producer” or the farmer. 

Hartley agreed, commenting, 
“Transoortation economies are | 
inevitably passed on to the 
producer and ccrsumer.’ 

“Dr. Hartley is highly ouali- 
fied to tie all of the benefits of 
navigation to savings of energy 
ard the economies it would 
bring to the grain and agricul- 
ture oroducer,”’ Gettinger noted. 

“This study won't get put on| 
the shelf where it will collect 
dust—it will be read and acted | 
upon.” Gettinger stressed. | 

Wheeler said that the WVA 
would supply the “citizen sup-; 
port and the support of bankers 
and industry’ to attempts to| 
-gain funding for a study of 

navigation on the river. 

Hartley concluded, “In this; 

period of inflation and Papi 

consumption of materials we! 
have to be constantly seeking 
long-range, low-cost, efficient 
transportation — if we don't we 
lcannot hope to continue pro-| 
viding the job opportunities and | 
the increases in the standard 
: living we are used to.” i 
$ 


Wheeler added, “And this ail 
ties to transnortation by water 
that can meet the needs of the 
future. Dr. Hartley's fina! re- 
port will convince the Congress; 
that it is worth investing the 
money in studying navigation ! 
for our river.” 


CONSULTANT DISCUSSES BENEFITS OF NAVIGATION—Dr. Joseph Hartley (ceuter), a con- 
sultant recently hired by the Wabash Valley Interstate Commission to study the benefits of 
ravigation ox the Wabash River, discusses his upcoming research with George Gettinger 
(left), WVIC executive director, and Maynard Wheeler, president of the Wabash Valley Asso- 
ciation. The economics of shipping such items as grain by water and the potential industrial 
development for the area will be two areas that Hartley will particularly consider. 

House of Photography Photo. 
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By WAYNE PERRY. . “Ted federal funds TOP Some dozer Wheeler, WVA' 'president,' that) Wall, Clifty Orca ; 
“Tribune Staff Writer Water projects in Indiana and four Terre Haute-based unions | the Wabash River 

i. “southeastern Illinois the WVA|had endorsed the programs or! Authorization Report. 
WASHINGTON, D.C.*— A re- members traveled to Washing- 


|i $ n .© the association. . 
quest for the U.S. Army Corps ton on. Tuesday to! meet with: i 
of Engineers to study the need members of the Indiana and. z; 
for vavigation improvement of Illinois congressional delega ion Wr 
«the Wabash River between Mt. | and to testify before the House: 
Carmel, Ill.. and Terre Haute; and Senate Appropriations sub-; 
has been “responded to” and| committees. 
Supported py the chairman of 


¡the Senate Public Works Com- 
mittee. | 
f 


roject will help, River, George  Gettinger,, €x- 
A create new jobs, £cutive director of the Wabash 


and aid in the industrial valley Inte tate Gomis, 
On Tuesday the WVA mem-|development of the valley,”|[Ssdid- toumesthis means we are 


cy of Illinois and hosted a ban- testimony, 
quet that was attended by 


¡money for the project from the 
Hartke, seven Midwest 


z ¡Corps of Engineers.” 

CA : , The four unions, are the In-| ~ > f 
e E Hartke of ells den | tethational Ume? Operating Wheeler said that the support: 

members of the Wabas 2 $ Mn Ei local > relayed by Randolph repre 
| Valley Association (WVA) in Eressmen (including Rep. John Engineers Local.No, 841 (2,925) ted A bootie the WVA pro- 
| Washington. D.C., Tuesday Myers of Indiana), and the chief; members); the Laborers, In. 56S a boost to the WVA pro- 
night that the Senate committee Of the U.S. Army Corps of|ternational Local No. 204 (14, asst te 
chairman. Jennings Randolph | Engineers. y members); the Plumbers and| During the Tuesday banquet, 
“has acted on my request and, ‘Nearly 20 WVA members 


¡Steam 'Fitters Union No. 157, Myers noted that the WVA was. 
‘forwarded it on to the chief| Were scheduled to present testi- | (1,500 members): and the|“in a better position than ever, 


engineer of the corps.” ;monys before the House andj Teamsters, “Chauffeurs .ibefore to get federal funds.” | 
Pe A anatof do! Senate committees on'/Warehousemen and Helpers,! He warned, however, that 


i si >| Wednesday. | Local No. 144 (4,000 members). ¡perhaps there would be prob-| 
> A a thai neguouldgaplced. | Richard Shewmaker, wva! In addition to seeking funds to¡lems “in getting money for In-! 
“government. to finance a study|£Xecuiive vice president, told'st udy 


the feasibility  of| diana and Illinois because of the. 
Moo davigatidh of the river to! The TRIBUNE that although navigation of t 


he Wabash to states’ refusal to aid in various, 
the WVA was to be allowed only; Terre Haute, other projects for| projects. __ 
LA magpie ~~ one hour of oral testimony) which 
Hartkes remarks indicated, y : 


the WVA ‘is’ ‘lobbying 
EA efore each committee, over 100 include 
an acceptance by the Senate pages of written! reports would: Lake, 
committee for the navigation. 


ae y De submitted in 34 separate;Levee, Lafayette Lake.|H. Hayes and Philip R. Sharp] 
hai des zaji project dar testimonies. HU DE Lake, the Mason. J.| from Indiana, as weil as Reps. 
e fun o DE SURE RS rane Among the reports was to be Niblack Levee pumping facility, George E. Shipley and Paul Si- 
In an effort to obtain increas-/ the announcement by Maynard! Patoka Lake, the Marion Flood] mon from Illinois. : 


i Other speakers at the banquet! 
Big Blue Lake, Big Pine! included Reps! J. Edward, 
Big Walnut, the Island) Roush. Floyd J. Fithian, Philip| 


Ñ as? $ Da is > h 
“They sineerely believe remarks concerning the study’ 
á appropriated for the Of navigation on the Wabash. t 


bers met with Sen. Charles Per- Wheeler noted in his prepared welegally qualified to ask for, 
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“ibe of navigation on the Wabash_Riyer is 
costing the Terre Haute area an excellent oppor- 
tunity to be in the running for a $237.2 million 
nydrocarbonization demonstration facility that 
would experiment with the conversion of coal to 
other energy forms. + 

"That's the word from Coalcon, a New York- 
headed joint effort of Union Carbide and ¿Chemico 
Construction Corp. Coalcon received a multi- -million 
dollar federal contract for such a plantin January. 


1 meet the requirements of suit 
` facility access and sufficient water. 
to information gathered by a staff 
o TRIBUNE, the plant would, involve 
some 400 Workers during the demonstration stage 
and, if successful. would later hire between 1,200 
and 1,300 Tr employes once turned into a 
commercial venture. 

As it stands now, the Terre Haute area is out 
because of es navigation. Studies by the In- 
diana Geologica Survey indicate that the only area 
in the state that meets all the requirements includes 
the counties :of Gibson, Pike, Posey, Vanderburgh 
and Warrick counties. Ohio and West Virginia are 
‘prime contenders for the facility, with Kentucky 
and Illinois locations also under consideration.. 

_The Terre Haute area more than fulfills the 
requirements for coal reserves and deposits. 

_ Lack of navigation is the area’s shortcoming. 

e Discovery: that the Wabash Valley region does 
i not qualify- for the site location comes on the heels 
of the recent. efforts by the Wabash Valley As- 


| Sociation to convince the U.S. House and Senate 


` subcommittees considering appropriations that 
- studies are needed to make the Wabash River navi- 
- gable to Terre Haute. 

We wonder how many other opportunities 
have. been missed by the Wabash River Basin in 
the past because the area doesn’t have barge traf- 
fic. And how many more opportunities will be lost 
‘in the future if there is not action on the latest 
: Wabash Valley Association request? 

Re-establishment of navigation on the Wabash 
` River up to Terre Haute is long overdue. 
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Pine Dar 


By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 

Opponents of the dam propos- 

- ed for Big Pine Creek by the 

Corps of Engincers will go to 

- Washington, D. C., to present 

- testimony at the subcommittee! 

; appropriation hearings April 28| 

> to May 8 in regard to the pro-; 
posal. 

Jack Munsce, 34 S. Fawn 
Lane, a member of the Com- 
mittee on Big Pine Creek, sad 
Wednesday that William Par- 
menter. Anica, president of the 

+ committee, wil) appear before | 
kicu-.e and Senate subcommit- 

-tses an public works appropria- | 
‘tions to testiív- i 
+ + + Sd 

More than 100 members of 
the Wabash Valley Association 

are expected to attend the! 

vearias œ ask, fer: federal} 

funds for this project and other | 

related projects, according to! 

an’ announcement Tuesday by 

Maynard C. Wheeler, WVA 

president, reported in The Star. 

He emphasized that the pro- 
posed Big Pine Lake and dam is 
one of many projects necessary 
to complete the development: of 
the water resources of the 
Wabah Valley as oytlined in 
the Comprehensive Study of the 
Wabash River Basin completed 
in the early 1970's. 
~ Wheeler has called the 
Wanasn River “the greatest un- 

: developed river in the United 
. States.” The WVA has called 
flooding the “most obvious and 
dramatic problem of the Basin” 
has maintained that the propos- 
ed dams and other develop- 
“ments will reduce this damage 
asd furnish water supply, 
recreation and water quality. 
WVA believes also that the 
Comprehensive Study offers 
also a practical solution tor | 
- solution of many economic and; 
social problems through im-| 
proved employment oppot-; 
tun'ties and an. enlarged tax 
i base. 
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‘vironmental organizations have 
-been invited to send represen- | 


Corps of Engineers project, andi 


‘urged to express their oP | 


-propriations, in ‘Wasnington,; 


- cent bill giving “overwhelming 


Mio 


Several lt “of Warren) 
County where the dam site is; 
proposed will accompany Par} 
menter and. if enough persons} 
can attend, arrangements may; 
be made for a chartered. bus for 
the trip, Munsee said. 

He noted that local cn- 


tative to testify against the 


said in lieu of direct testimony,’ 
such organizations have been, 


positioh by letter to Senator 
John Stennis, chairmen of tne 
Senate Sub-Committee on! 
Public Works Appropriations. 
and Congressman. Joe’ Evins. 
chairman of the House Sub-| 
Committee an Public Works Ap- 


DC: 
Svch letters should ask that 


` the testimony be made a part of 


the written hearing record. ac! 
cording to Munsee. who said the | 
Wabash Valley Audubon Society 
will send a statement reinforc-' 
«ing opposition to the proposed: 
dam. 

_ Plans for the Washington trip! 


SS ee deL n 


[wilt be complěted April 23 to, 


¡April 26 et the annual Big Piae). 


J Appreciation Week-End. Munsee 
said further information about! 
“the week-end or the Washington) 
¡trip may be obtained from ñim! 
at 299-4460. : 
+++ - 

. He pointed out that the Big 
| Pine Creek project has been the 
‘subject of “much controversy | 
involving numerous en- 
vironmental organizations end 
proponents of the dam.” A re- 


support” to deauthorize the Big 
-Pine project passed the Indiana | 
House but an environmental! 
sub-committee of the Senate| 
failed to support the Bill and A 
never reached the Senate floor. 
Those interested in pr cserving| 
Big Pine Creek and nearby Fall 
Greek Gorge have contended] 
that the area is one of unique, 
natural beauty, with the creek 
offering a variety of; 
recreational activities including | 
canoeing. | 
“Several hundred canoeists | 
and nature enthusiasts visit the 
arca annually to enjov the! 
natural surroundings,” Munsee; 
‘said. | 


Vigo County Publle Library 


osed Big 


nd Hearing 


wert Pammana arra 


Cammunliy Affairs Fils 


pS + + + £ | 

The Fehruary ry or! 
“Hoosier Conservation” quo'ed 
several - opinions given duro! 
the past two vears about He 
project: 

Ore opinion from the us| 
Department of the ‘Interior 
stated that “the entire Big Pine 
Creek ecosystem, including Fall 
Greck Gorge, is at least of 
regional significance, if noti 
national importance. This is duc | 
io the unique geology. flora and; 
fauna of the basin... The ex.! 
cellent canoeing opportunities; 
available on Big Pine provide a 
type of outdoor “recreation un-! 
common in the State of Indiana.! 
The fishery is excellent..." 

The magazine also quited 
Larry Wilson, a spokesman for: 
the Indiana Public *Imerest! 
Research Group (InPIRG) asj 
‘claiming that the Corps of: 
Engineers’ own documents, 

¡“show that the Big Pine dam| 
would be an inoredible taxpay-: 
ers waste of money for a reser- 
voir of questionable benefits.’ 7 

InPIRG pointed out that the, 
Corps’ draft Environmental Im-! 
pact Statement for Big Pine! 
predicts that in early summer, | 
the 1.126-acre Big Pine Lake, 
could be surrounded by as ni 
as “3,000 acres of mud, dead} 
trees, scrubby vegetation and: 
stagnant pools,” 

++ + 

This same statement, ac-! 
cording lo. InPIRG, predicts 
possible growth of undesirable | 
algae and n turn undesirable or- 
ders. 

The Engineers also, statedi 
that lhe “quality of sport 
fishing in the ney lake is 
questionable. . . >. Fishi 
populations (sport fishing) may. 
be .neither reliable nor of a; 
species composition inviting to! 
most fishermen,” according to! 
Wilson. f 

The InPIRG study also stated} 
that the impact statement pre- 
dicts that at the most, flood 


UNY AAR Saki låvouid be i 


¿reduced by only three to six! 
¿inches as a-result of construction, 
“of the dam. Mudflats may also, 
¡develop and “localized slumping! 
of steep shoreline areas wouid | 
occur.” 


| According to the InPIRG! 


study, the Big Pine “project i 
. would cost nearly $30 milhon. | 


i! 
1 
i) 
H 


f with Indiana's’ share about $3: 
“million. The saie also would be) 


responsible for the continued į 
maintenance af the recreational | 
facilities of the reservoir. . 

The InPIRG report stated wath 
is especially lud crous to justify’ 
31 per cen: of the cosis for the ! 
project for-rccreation, when the! 
reservoir would destroy an ex- 
cellent: recrea.iosel area cur- 
‘rently used by tens of thousands! 
of people vean at nu Cost tay 


-ihe government" 


wes 24 Decio: 9s ca 
PERRY hast Hartke” reviewed 'naviga-. "L vear. Sen. Hartke. re- 
¿tion on the Wabash River, vari- quested $300,000 to “deter 
ae aft Writer ous WVA ‘water and land de-|the = of a waterwa 


We Britny se! 
do proude the SA esoo proposed pm co ot tal the 
lof Engineers -with- Pull. authority, Nac he ms be es a : 3 
«for requesting: funds; for contin- JE SEE me eee a er orps” study of the ` 
uing its study: of the- navigabi)-, a E ¡ES A the Ohio to Mt. 
pity, of the Wabash River to Concerning navigation of -th Aes for cor 
‘Terre Heute has been urged by by, Wabash River. Mrs. Hames j 
! en, Vance Hartke (D-Indiana). Voted. that her husband did , vealing ii the Senator’ 
Announcement that: Hartke Believe that such desires w ha once again pers nally re- 
h has asked Sen. Jennings Ran-i ky ambith mex or» pie: By | quest ed. an extension of the: 
jee (D-W. Va.) chairman of SY ambitions. ea | Corps study. to Terre 
he Public Works Committee. to! “Consider these, tremeudou Ade Hartke continued: 
extend authority for’ the mavi- assets: large res ves of “The sible benefits of this 
gatión study was made by Mrs. ¿and ‘timber, which are-al ¡waterway are overwhelming ==» 
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By WAYNE PERRY 
Tribune Staff Wriler 


the Ohio River to Mt. Carmel. 
Il., and a $600,000 request for a: 


Funds to study the feasibility, study for the area from Mt. 
of navigation on the Wabash Carmel to Terre Haute. 


River 


may 


be approved dur- 
ing the current session of Con- ident, has expressed optimism] 


Maynard Wheeler, WVA pres- 


gress as support among area that the request will be approved 


representatives and senators|because of what he terms as 
or Making the river navigable| “active 


for. 


support” 


from threel #2" 


| 
» f 


noon, “both Senators Birch 
Bayh and Vance Hartke went on 
record before the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers at Louis- 


done and want to see action on 
the navigation study for the | 
Wabash River,” oto. ht 

“For the first time,” he added, į 


able 


navigation on the Wabash from, The TRIBUNE Wednesday after- Rep. Gcorge E. Shipley il 


i 


Olney}. $ 
Y the $1 million is approved 

for the. two “studies, Wheeler, 

notes that the U.S. Army Corps, 


«ville that they want to see work of Engineers could complete, 


such studies tin 18 months. 
George Gettinger, WVIC exec- 

utive director, states that the 

studies might even be completed 
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f million Funding request to the of the House Appropriations) bash Valley Basin projects. Oca to the U.S. Senate: 
Buresu b! Budget and Manage- Committee, “Told the Budget’ Besides Bayh. Hartke, and and House” of Representatives 
ment | Bureau in no uncertain terms Myers, the WVA has also for study = | 
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| abad Plan 
¿Moves Along 


At a Sue in Louisville, 
Ky., June 14 and 15, the Wabash 
River Basin Comprehensive 


Study's final administrative re-_ 


ports were given to the co-ordin- 
‘ ating committee of eight Fed- 
eral agencies (the Corps of 
Engineers; Department of Agri- 
culture; Department of Com- 
merce; Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare; Depart- 
ment of Interior; Department of 
Transportation; Federal Power 
Commission; the Environment- 
al Protection Agency); the Wab- 
ash Valley Interstate Commis- 
sion; and the States of Indiana, 
Illinois, and Ohio who havebeen 
drawing up the 50-year master 
plan for water and related land 


resources in the Wabash River 
SL 


Basin. 
(Continued On Page 2) 
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Wabash Plan 


(Continued From Page 1) 


According ‘to Colonel Johh T. xy 
Rhett, Louisville - District E 


Engineer, Chairman of the Co- 


‘ordinating Committee, ‘‘The 


Committee reached general 
agreement (on the study) along 
lines that have been discussed 
in several public meetings. It 
will be anumber of months yet 
before the details of the report 
can be made public, although 


drafts of the report are avail- | 


able at my offices for all inter- 
ested people.’ The study which 
looks at water, flood control, 
recreation, environmental qual- 
ity, and flood plain management 
needs for the entire basin has 


.been almost eight years inthe | 


making. The Wabash Study was 
scheduled for completion in 
1969, but changes in plans meant 
some delays to allow the com- 
mittee to take a fuller look at 
all possibilities for the Basin. 

The Coordinating Committee 
will now submit the report to the 
Governors of the three states, 
the Ohio River Basin Commis- 
sion and then on to the Water 
Resources Council in Washing- 
ton where the study recom- 
mendations will eventually go up 
for Congressional approval and 
funding. A similar, but less 
detailed, study was released 
last year on the Ohio River 
Basin of which the Wabash is 


part. The Wabash Comprehen- | 
sive Study is one of the first | 
of the more detailed Basin stud- | 


ies to be finalized in the United 
States and is a 59-year master 
plan for “the proper and 
efficient development—or non- 
development—of the water re- 
sources’’ in the eight sub-basins 


that make up the Wabash River 


Basin. 

Among recommendations of 
the study -is an emphasis on 
flood plain management, which 
means encouraging-+local::and 
state governmental agencies to 


adopt flood plain zoning that ; 


discourages or prohibits de- 


velopment in flood areas. Such ' 


actions can reduce the need for 
flood control structures and 
save the taxpayers’ money. 


«e 

Other features of' the’ study. 
are environmental corridors 
where wooded green spaces will 
line many streams and rivers, 
and recommendations for 18 
major reservoirs and 85 small 
watershed developments. Wil- 
liam Leegan, Chief ofthe Corps’ 
Planning Division at Louisville, 
described the study asa ‘‘skele- 
ton’’ and “now the flesh must 
be added.’’ 

Lousiville District Engineer, 
Colonel Rhett emphasized, 
“This is not a Corps of Engi- | 
neers’ study, but a cooperative 
effort of eight Federal agencies, 
three states and the Wabash 
Valley Interstate Commission. 
All have contributed equallyto . 
the professional expertise that 
has gone into the report. The 
study was undertaken at the re- 


. quest of the people living in the 


Basih? Implementation of the 


“plan will depend uponits accept- 


ance by the citizens of the area. 
Their response will determine 
how much of the plan becomes 
reality.” 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LOUISVILLE DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P O BOX 59 
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TO PARTIES INTERESTED IN THE CROSS WABASH VALLEY WATERWAY STUDY: 


In view of your interest in the Cross Wabash Valley Waterway 
Study, I am sending you a digest of the three public hearings 
held in Terre Haute, Indiana; Chicago, Illinois; and Toledo, 

Ohio on 16 October 1968, 23 October 1968 and 30 October 1968, 
respectively. The procedure for obtaining copies of the complete 


transcripts of these hearings is also covered in the inclosed 


digest. 
A 
DS Sincerely yours, 
> 
ee 
Incl ó ALE 
As stated Colonel, Corps of Engineers 
District Engineer 
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DIGEST OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE OCTOBER 1968 
PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
WATER IMPROVEMENT FOR NAVIGATION FROM 

OHIO RIVER TO LAKE MICHIGAN AND LAKE ERIE 
VIA WABASH RIVER AND ADJACENT STREAMS 

(CROSS WABASH VALLEY WATERWAY) 


1. INTRODUCTION. 


Public hearings were held by the District Engineer, Louisville 
District, Corps of Engineers, at the Tirey Memorial Union Building, 
Indiana State University Campus, Terre Haute, Indiana, on 16 October 
1968; the U. S. Courthouse and Federal Office Building, Chicago, 
Illinois, on 23 October 1968; and the Chamber of Commerce Building, 
Toledo, Ohio, on 30 October 1968, The hearings were attended by about 
450 persons at Terre Haute, 65 at Chicago, and 100 at Toledo. Repre- 
sented were various Federal, State and local government agencies, 
transportation interests, port authorities, commercial, civic organi- 
zations, conservationists, recreation interests, the press and other 
interested citizens, The Terre Haute and Toledo hearings were con- 
ducted by Colonel Robert R. Wessels, District Engineer, Louisville, 
and the Chicago hearing was conducted by Major Robert H. Ryan, Deputy 
District Engineer, Louisville. 


2. SUMMARY OF PRESENTATION. 


The subject matter of the hearing was explained with the aid of a 
slide presentation. The purpose of the public hearings was to dis- 
siminate information on the Cross Wabash Navigation Study and to ob- 
tain factual information concerning potential navigation traffic and 
public opinion. The Louisville District, Corps of Engineers, has the 
geographical responsibility for civil works in the entire Wabash River 
Valley and the main stem of the Ohio River between Moscow, Ohio, and 
Cairo, Illinois, including all tributaries except the Tennessee and 
Cumberland Rivers, The general water resources elements within the 
Districts' civil works planning authority are navigation, flood control, 
recreation, pollution abatement, water supply and hydropower. The 
Detroit and Chicago Districts of the Corps of Engineers are involved 
as the waterway under study would traverse their geographic areas of 
responsibility. 


In addition to the primary consideration of commercial navigation, 
the study will give appropriate consideration to the use of navigation 
facilities to satisfy the needs of small-boat navigation, recreation, 
water supply for industrial and municipal use, fish and wildlife, and 
other related purposes, 


A public hearing is the first step toward having a mutual under- 
standing of a problem so that any eventual plan can be criticized and 
either be supported, or recommended for alteration. Goals to be bal- 
anced in any plan are the increase of national and regional economic 
growth, and the preservation and enhancement of the environment. 


The first step in the Cross Wabash Valley Waterway Study investigation 
is a reconnaissance study which started in 1968 and is scheduled for 
completion in Fiscal Year 1971. A cost estimate of the engineering 
design will be obtained along with an economic analysis to evaluate a 
general estimate of benefits that might be derived. The costs would 
be compared to the benefits in order to determine the economic fea- 
sibility. The public acceptability of any considered plan must then 
be evaluated. In the course of the reconnaissance study, it might 
become evident that a navigation development, or portions thereof, 

do not meet an economic or social level of acceptability. Study efforts 
would then be terminated as appropriated on an unfavorable basis, On 
the other hand, if there are favorable aspects, a more detailed survey 
scope study could be recommended and would be necessary before a firm 
recommendation for construction could be made to the Congress. 


Should a detailed study be undertaken, it would involve a more 
intense economic analysis. Study results would be presented at public 
hearings to determine public acceptability. If the detailed study were 
favorable and Congress authorized the project for construction and ap- 
propriated funds, plans could then be made for design and construction. 


3. SUMMARY OF STATEMENTS. 


Interested parties were invited to express their views concerning 
the desirability and need for the project under study. Sponsors of 
the proposal were urged to present pertinent factual material bearing 
upon the general plan of improvement desired amd the economic justi- 
fication of the undertaking. Opposing interests were also urged to 
state the reasons for their position. A summary of statements and 
comments submitted to this office in connection with the hearings is 
contained in the following paragraphs. 


a. Congressmen, 


Statements presented by Federal and State Congressmen both at 
the hearings and by correspondence have favored the navigation study 
investigations, The following excerpts are quoted as characteristic 
of the general tenor of Congressional statements, The desire was ex- 
pressed that the study would contain a mechanism for measuring the po- 
tential of the waterway for attracting new industries and secondary and 
service type organizations. Modern transport routes are congested and 
despite developments in other modes of transportation, water shipping of 
bulk materials is becoming both more economical and efficient. Huge 
dividends are anticipated in commerce and natural resources development. 
Recreational facilities would benefit the economy in the Lower Wabash 
Valley. In view of the dramatic and continued growth of waterborne 
commerce in the Ohio River and Great Lakes systems, it appears that a 
feasibility study is justified. 


b. Federal Agencies. 


The Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Admin- 
istration, offered assistance in estimating road and bridge 
alteration costs. 


The Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, 
wishes to be kept informed of the details and status of the study. 
The development under study may have an influence on some 30 to 
40 potential and authorized watershed projects in Indiana, and 12 
in Illinois, 


The Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 
requests that consideration be given to the environmental and public 
recreational influence of a waterway terminus near the Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore, The Department also pointed out that the Maumee 
River is included in the list of rivers to be studied under the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Bill, PL 90-541. These rivers will be studied 
within the next five years. During this five year period, no Corps 
of Engineers, or Federal Power Commission projects can be approved 
for construction on the main stem of these rivers. The main stem 
of the Maumee River is one of the routes included in the Cross 
Wabash Valley Waterway Study. 


C. State Agencies and Organizations. 


The State of Illinois, Department of Conservation, stated 
that the development of the waterway would be an asset to the recre- 
ational resources base in the central Indiana, northern Ohio and 
eastern Illinois areas, The benefits would include boating, fishing 
and the potential for development of scenic drives, natural areas 
and private recreational facilities, 


The State of Illinois, Department of Business and Economic 
Development, Seaport Development, referred to the program for de- 
velopment of Illinois ports. A substantial portion of the waterborne 
commerce moving on the Ohio River has its origin or destination in 
the Chicago area, The canalization of the Wabash, Vermilion, Iroquois 
and Kankakee Rivers would provide a shorter, more economical route 
between the upper Ohio River and the Chicago area. The Shawneetown 
and Joliet Regional Port Districts can be of assistance in the de- 
velopment of the proposed waterway. 


The Florida Board of Conservation stated that the waterway 
will assist in the full development of the potential inland waterway 
systems and add to the transportation capabilities and industrial 
base, thus resulting in a substantial contribution to the nation's 
overall economy. The Wabash Valley Waterway would connect Mid- 
America with the ports of the Great Lakes and the Gulf of Mexico. 
The board emphasized that the State of Florida requires consider- 
able amounts of midwestern grains and coal which could be shipped 
by barge. By return barge, Florida industries are able to ship 
large quantities of other products including fertilizers. 


Officials of the State of Indiana report that the state sup- 
ports a thorough study to determine the feasibility of constructing a 
Wabash Valley Waterway. The state is vitally interested in the future 
of the Wabash River as a major link in the inland waterway system. 
They believe that commercial navigation would mean a great economic 
stimulus. Consideration should be given to the recreational aspect 
of the proposed waterway. 


The Wabash Valley Interstate Commission, with funds appro- 
priated by the General Assemblies of the States of Illinois and 
Indiana, conducted a study to determine the impact of a Cross Wabash 
Valley Waterway on the economy of the Wabash River Valley. The Com 
mission also published a report containing the results of a study 
concerning the transportation structure of the Lower Wabash Valley, 
The investigation identified a major freight flow from the Ohio River 
ports at Evansville and Mt. Vernon, Indiana, to the Chicago-Gary in- 
dustrial area. The economic impact study included that area which 
might be served by the suggested waterway route through eastern and 
northeastern Illinois, Results of the study indicate that benefits 
would exceed $100,000,000 annually to a relatively small portion of 
the Wabash Valley and adjacent areas in Illinois and Indiana. The 
Wabash Valley Interstate Commission recommended that future study of 
the waterway be directed toward providing a facility commensurable 
with the Ohio River. The study should also include investigation of 
existing, authorized and planned reservoirs and such additional res- 
ervoir sites as are necessary to provide maximum available water in 
the Wabash River for use by industries and municipalities located, or 
which may be located along that stream. The Commission recognizes 
that direct savings which accrue through lower freight rates can pro- 
vide a significant potential increase in income to this area, 


Ce City and Local Officials. 


The Mayor of Terre Haute, Indiana urged prompt study and 
planning to bring this waterway into existence, 


The Mayor of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, favors a feasibility study 
and suggests a port facility at Ft. Wayne. The city was pleased when 
Congress included the Maumee River in the group of rivers to be studied 
as a result of the Wild and Scenic River Bill. Any federal investment 
must proceed with full exploration of the facts, Without comprehensive 
studies, no reasonable decision can be made to determine the most ad- 
vantageous use of the Maumee River. 


The Mayor of Mt. Carmel, Illinois, and citizens of the area 
believe there is a need for water transportation and a conservation 
program for the Wabash River Valley. It is noted that the population 
ôf the Wabash County area has declined since 1900 and a navigation 
development in the area could reverse this trend. 


The Mayor of Lafayette, Indiana, believes that the Wabash 
River is the only m jor stream in the midwest which has not been de- 
veloped to the same degree as other streams of proportionate size. 
The city would be a logical place for a port. 


The Mayor of Mobile, Alabama, states that the proposed Cross 
Wabash Valley Waterway could connect more cities in the north with the 
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway and the port city of Mobile, 


The Mayor of East Chicago, Indiana, reported that the city 
is very much interested in any proposal that has so much potential 
effect upon East Chicago and Northwest Indiana, 


The President of the Cook County Board of Commissioners said 
that the state of Illinois is the largest exporter of agricultural 
commodities. To maintain this position the development of the Wabash 
Valley Waterway is essential in meeting future export needs, 


Mayors of 19 other cities in the States of Indiana and Illinois 
presented statements and resolutions indicating support of the Cross 
Wabash Valley Waterway feasibility study, Statements and resolutions 
in support of the study were also received from 32 other city and county 
government groups. 


e. Civic Organizations. 


Representatives of the Wabash Valley Association related that 
since some progress is being made toward storing flood water in six 
completed reservoirs, it is past time that the Wabash River was har- 
nessed for some useful work. Large producers and consumers of bulk 
products in the Wabash Valley have long been at a price disadvantage 
because of the lack of low-cost water transportation. New industry 
that uses or produces bulk products has been hesitant about locating 
in the Wabash basin, The population in many areas has either declined, 
or increased at a rate below the national growth rate, 


The Ohio Valley Improvement Association favors a reconnaissance 
study of the proposed waterway. It was emphasized that tributaries 
play an important part in contributing to the volume of traffic on the 
Ohio River, A great percentage of barge traffic either begins or ends 
on hio River tributaries. 


The Izaak Walton League of America, devoted to the preser- 
vation and conservation of the soil, waters, woods, and wildlife wishes 
to go on record as opposing any river basin planning and inter-basin 
plans which do not provide for:A comprehensive ecological study of all 
the natural resources; assurance of an adequate system of free-flowing 
streams, or important segments thereof; and altering the basic river 
plans to assure the inclusion and unimpaired preservation of these 
values. The League feels that a canal such as the proposed Cross 
Wabash Valley Waterway would make most or all of the waters of the 


Kankakee, Maumee, and Wabash River Basins useful in an inferior. 
capacity. The League supports inclusions of the Maumee River in 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968. 


The Indiana Conservation Council, Inc,, believes there 
will be destruction of many thousands of acres of natural area, 
farmlands, and fish and wildlife habitat. They are concerned about 
water pollution and supply. 


The Water Resources Committee of the Northwest Ohio Natural 
Resources Council, resolved to oppose building of a navigation canal 
because it would be a waste of water, it would destroy natural re- 
sources for recreation, it would be detrimental to the Northwest 
Ohio Water Plan and they believe it would not be economically 
feasible, 


The Illinois Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, stated that 
pollution which now exists in the rivers under study could damage 
some of the clean streams in their area. These "clean streams" in- 
clude the Kankakee, Iroquois, Sugar Creek and Vermilion, 


The West Central Indiana Economic Development District, Inc., 
emphasizes the importance of the availability of transportation on 
the Wabash River when the area was originally settled, With the de- 
velopment of other modes of transportation the river was allowed to 
become unsuited for commercial traffic. The organization points 
out that the area's counties have lagged behind the economy of the 
state and nation for many years, A navigable waterway would present 
a valuable opportunity for increased productivity and benefits to 
the region. Undoubtedly existing industries would estimate benefits, 
but consideration should also be given to potential industrial de- 
velopment. The proposal could enhance the attractiveness of the 
area for tourism. 


The Indiana Farm Bureau Cooperative Association, Inc., re- 
ported that preliminary study of the proposed waterway indicated a 
potential savings in freight costs for the movement of fertilizer and 
grains, The association supports an economic feasibility study. They 
would like to review and evaluate results of the study. 


The Illinois Agricultural Association favors the feasibility 
study of the Cross Wabash Valley Waterway. They would appreciate 
an opportunity to update information provided several years ago with 
regard to possible tonnages that might be shipped via the proposed 
waterway. 


The Waterways Committee of the Mt, Vernon Chamber of Commerce 
stated that Mt. Vernon is the sixth largest river port on the Ohio 
River and the largest shipping port in the State of Indiana, The 
Committee emphasized the importance of good water transportation 


in development of the city. The waterway under study could provide 
needed access to Chicago, Toledo and Lake Erie. 


The Lawrenceville-Vincennes Area Development Corporation has 
three industrial prospects. Water transportation would be an important 
factor in their location. One plant would use steel, another would 
produce chemicals and the third would be related to paper and textiles. 


The East Chicago, Indiana, Chamber of Commerce is convinced 
that the waterway proposal is one of great magnitude, It seems pos- 
sible that the proposal could have a considerable economic impact on 
Northwest Indiana and could significantly affect existing plans for 
waterway improvements. 


Labor organizations in central and northeastern Indiana sup- 
port study of the proposed waterway. They mention that building a 
canal would create many jobs in the construction industry, Such a 
project, if properly planned, is possible with a minimum disruption 
of natural resources, There should also be concern about the problem 
of water pollution. 


f. Indust Excludi Transportation). 


A spokesman for the Indiana Commercial Mussel Industry is 
concerned about the damage to commercial fishing and musseling that 
might occur as a result of constructing a waterway. Experience and 
study has shown that when a river system must rely upon mechanical 
means to sustain navigation, the bulk of its commercial marine life dis- 
appears, Disruption of the river bottom, due to dredging, can cause 
rapid destruction of mussel beds, 


Mary private enterprises presented statements and data de~- 
scribing their methods and size of operation, Producers and consumers 
of bulk products, such as coal, scrap metal, sand and gravel, chemicals, 
fertilizer and grain indicated that water transportation would be 
beneficial, 


A scrap metal firm in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, which processes 
about 100,000 tons annually, has markets for their products in Pittsburgh, 
Detroit, and Chicago, The company could receive unprepared materials for 
processing from points on the waterway. They own land which could be 
used for terminal facilities, 


A chemical corporation at Terre Haute, Indiana, produces 
coke used primarily for the manufacture of gray iron castings. The 
basic raw material is shipped by rail from West Virginia, The annual 
income is 200,000 tons, The potential savings which may result from 
water transportation are of much interest to the firm, Outbound ship- 
ments of about 150,000 tons annually go primarily to markets in Indiana, 
Illinois and Michigan. 


Two grain companies in Palestine, Illinois, feel that they 
could use the proposed waterway for shipments, The companies handled 
a combined total of 600,000 bushels of corn and 300,000 bushels of soy- 
beans in 1967 and 240,000 bushels of wheat in 1968, 


An aluminum company fabricating mill near Terre Haute, 
Indiana, can not make a positive statement that the Wabash River 
would be utilized for transportation of their products. However, 
with a present annual volume of 120,000 tons inbound and the same 
outbound, serious consideration of some water transportation would 
have to be included in future planning. The company is prepared to 
construct dock facilities on the Wabash River should the need ever 
arise. 


A chemical company in Midland, Michigan, reported that a 
comprehensive study indicated that movement of their products by water 
is the most feasible, Distribution costs can be reduced considerably 
by using specially built barges. The company has plants at Midland, 
Michigan; Plaguemine, Louisiana; and Freeport, Texas. The majority 
of shipments move between these points. During the winter months 
there is difficulty in shipping on the Great Lakes between Lakes 
Erie and Michigan. The company hopes that all season navigation would 
be possible via the proposed waterway from Lake Erie to the Ohio River. 


An oil company in the Lower Wabash Valley relies extensively 
on the use of overland pipelines for movement of refined petroleum 
products, They are doubtful that the proposed waterway would be 
competitive with pipelines. Should the waterway be constructed, 
however, they would consider the possibility of new terminal sites, 


A producer of finished chemicals and consumer of raw ma- 
terials, with a plant at Trenton, Michigan, forecasts potential annual 
shipments of 300,000 tons via the proposed waterway. The company has 
five plants, with access to major waterways, which produce fertilizer 
and fertilizer materials. These products would be shipped to the 
agriculture industry in the states along the route of the Cross Wabash 
Valley Waterway. 


A colliery in the lower Wabash Valley has a large area under 
lease for the mining of coal. It is estimated that eight mines have 
an armual potential of 3,000,000 tons each, Water transportation 
will be a key factor in the development. 


A businessman in Crossville, Illinois, feels that the de- 
velopment of a waterway system will provide more job opportunities, 
aid in movement of products to coastal ports for exporting, and in- 
crease profits for producers because of lower transportation costs, 
Every mode of transportation will have to be enlarged and extended 
to provide that type of freight service for which it is best adapted. 
Water transportation will relieve some of the strain already on other 
types of transportation. 


g. Recreation. 


Recreation interests report the need for additional rec- 
reational facilities; but realize that this is only one of the many 
probable benefits, Water recreation facilities in some areas are 
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overcrowded and boating can be dangerous, Pleasure craft owners 
would have easier access to navigable water and their range of 
travel would be increased, 


h. Ports and Terminals, 


The Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway Development Authority is 
pleased that the Wabash Waterway study has been initiated. The two 
waterways would be complementary to each other. 


The Chairman of the Indiana Port Commission states that the 
waterway would save taxpayers a considerable amount because of in- 
dustrial development. There would be possible elimination of some 
truck traffic which burdens our highways. He stated that cost of 
products could be reduced, 


The Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority, Executive Director 
reiterated that the proposed Cross Wabash Valley Waterway project 
dimensions would be commensurate with those prevailing in the Ohio 
and Mississippi Rivers. Data presented included types and quantities 
of commodities shipped on the Ohio River. Many of the same cargoes 
are important components of traffic passing through the Port of 
Toledo, 


The Director of the Joliet, Illinois, Regional Port District 
stated that they are threatened with an acute water shortage. The only 
logical source of future water supply would be the Kankakee River. The 
Port District opposes the diversion of any waters into the river basin 
if it would interfere with their water supply plans. 


An official of Lake-River Terminals, Berwyn, Illinois, an- 
nounced that they support study of the proposed waterway. The terminals 
are located on the Illinois Waterway. Their concern is a distribution 
center for chemical and petroleum companies, The Cross Wabash Valley 
Waterway would serve as an economical route for shipping chemicals 
from a company located in Terre Haute, Indiana, and another in West 
Virginia, 


1% Transportation Industry. 


A statement was read for the Acting Chairman of the Association 
of American Railroads' Wabash River Waterway Project Committee. The 
association feels that railroads would lose revenues if the proposed 
waterway were constructed. However, they do not oppose a feasibility 
study. They urge that the study, and subsequent reports, include and 
consider the following; 


1, An inventory of existing transportation facilities in the 
affected area should be supplied and the need for additional facilities 
should be demonstrated, 


2. The effect of the waterway on the railroads and the ship- 


pers and communities which they serve, losses in employment and taxes, 
and a description of railroad lines that would probably be abandoned. 
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3. The competitive effect of the waterway on local industry. 


4. Claims made by potential users of the canal should be 
realistic and available to public inspection, 


5. The amount of cooperation and contribution required 
from local governments. 


6. There should be established some limitation to the period 
of time during which the Federal Government would not be liable for 
damages due to construction work, 


7. The study should clearly indicate its scope and limi- 
tations, 


8. Interested parties should have an opportunity to pre- 
sent testimony in support or opposition to results of any preliminary 
studies of the proposed waterway. 


9. Ample time, at least six months, should be given to 
interested parties to review reports and prepare written comments. 


10, In view of the possibility of tolls for use of federal 
waterway facilities, it should be indicated what effect they would 
have upon the projected traffic estimates. 


ll. The Corps of Engineers should seek the advice of the 
Department of Transportation as to the economic effect of the proposed 
canal on the existing forms of transportation, 


12. It should be indicated which water resources would pass 
from the control of state and local governmental units to the Federal 
Government should the waterway be constructed. 


The Chairman of the Toledo Railroad Community Service Com 
mittee said that the Federal tax burden today could never justify any 
additional load for such a project as the Wabash Waterway. The canal 
could fail to produce sufficient revenue for maintenance, A government 
owned and operated facility produces no taxes, or revenue and provides 
unfair competition to tax producing industries. It was stated that 
adequate, efficient transportation already exists in the proposed water- 
way area, 


A highway carrier, with headquarters at Vincennes, Indiana, 
offers support of the waterway proposal. The company thinks the water- 
way would be a drawing magnet to new industry as well as an encourage- 
ment to present industries to expand existing plants, If general bus- 
iness thrives this company also thrives, 
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4. AVAILABILITY OF TRANSCRIPTS, 


Copies of the transcripts of the public hearings held at Terre 
Haute, Indiana, and Toledoa, Chio, can be obtained for the cost of 
printing from the District Engineer, Louisville District, P.0. 

Box 59, Louisville, Kentucky 40201. The price per copy is $2.00, 
including postage. Copies of the transcript for the Chicago, Illinois, 
hearing are available from the Sullivan Reporting Company, One North 
LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois 60602, for $13.50 plus postage. 


The transcripts include a brief of the exhibits presented for 
the hearings, Copies of the actual exhibits, except for those too 
bulky to be printed, may be obtained upon special request from the 
District Engineer, Louisville, at the cost of commercial reproduction 
which varies from $0.10 to $0.30 per sheet depending on the number 
of sheets in a printing order, 


Orders placed with the District Engineer must be accompanied by 
check payable to the Treasurer of the United States, The following 
order form is included for your convenience in ordering copies of the 
record of proceedings of the public hearings held at Terre Haute, 
Indiana, and Toledo, Ohio: 


Mail to: District Engineer 
Louisville District 
Corps of Engineers 
PROG BOK 99 
Louisville, Kentucky 40201 


NUMBER OF COPIES DESIRED: l 


Terre Haute Hearing / f 
| 


Toledo Hearing Ly | | 


Amount enclosed; $ for copies @ $2.00 each, | 


Make checks or money orders payable to the Treasurer of the United States, 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


ZIP CODE 


Boost for Navigation on Wabash River 


Wheeler on 


nj Wate poate 
Tribune Staff Writer 


The goal of opening the 
Wabash River for navigation 
received a boost Thursday 
with the election of one of the 
foremost supporters. of such 
action as director of the Na 
tional Waterways Conference, 
Inc. 

Maynard C. Wheeler, local 
businessman amd pr. sident of 
the Wabash Valle ASSO- 
Ciation, was elected to a three- 
year term as director of the 
conference during the group s 
annual meeting in Memphis, 
Tenn. 

“I've got tunnel vision on 
this — all I can think about, is 


navigation on the Wabash 
| | i River,” Wheeler stated. 
"IND ll j He explained, "The big 


aves ZS a thing as I see it is the fact 
" MARA WHEELER de bhis gets the Wabash 


Waterways Boar 
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e tions renewable water 
] resources for the public goody — 
o. The conference supports ' 
Continuation fof historic toll- 


e waterways policy and | 


project evaluation 
t recognize the 
water resources 
development. and economic 
growth, environmental en- 
ancement, social betterment, — 
ind the national interest s 
heeler's ‘election’ was an- 
nced by William J. Hull, | 
esident of the conference. 
a The local businessman was 
ol vénts Cona. selected “because of his greal ] 
poration has been a long-time Knowledge of the need of ade- 
supporter of making the late water/resources --- not i 
Wabash River navigable. ly for the development of | 
The National Waterwavs | 
Conference, Ine., strives for a 
better understanding of the © 
public value of dow-cost ists today insAmerica.” 
waver, transportation and “Wheeler's knowledge adds 
sound management of the na-. greatly to the whole Midwest 
+ a a 


i 


os andards 
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of water to tbe | 
ergy and fond crisis that ex- 
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and now that Knowledge is 
being sought. by the most 
influential water ‘organization 
in our nation’s Capital,” Hull 
added. p 
*Acccrding to 
organtzation 


Hull, 
elieves 


the 
that 


‘mater should be provided and 


uses, protectio 
life, as Ww 


Indiana and Illinois. He as- 
sumed tife position of WVA 
president during the group's 
annual meeting last March. 

Wheeler also serves as head 
of the Vigo County WVA chap- 
ter and has sparked local 
membership from 60 to about 
600. 

The WVA represents ap- 
proximately four million peo- 
ple. 88 counties in Indiana and 


* Ilinois, and a land area of 


-Some 33,000 square miles. 

“The Wabash River has 
en responsible for many ad- 
«ditio al jobs in Terre Haute 
he Wabash Valley in the 


and it will create 
< ent an nds of more jobs if 
k 2 he of great lion is re established up 
“Hull notes. e È bash to Terre Haute,” 

As president of the WVAD | his stated. 
Wheeler ‘created a > He continued, We have ex- 
newed int. n the organiza=* cellent examples of what 


tion’s programs throughout — 


water bag? omen can do for 


Ha CIO 
our Wabash Valley. Just up points where energy próduc- 
the Wabash River in Ver- tion can be attained | 
million County, the upper ¿throughout the internigi he 
Wabash reservoirs have trig- United States, he added. | 


gered much development.” | 

Wheeler has reported that 
recent study indicated that 
navigable Wabash River could 
result in benefits exceeding 
$100 million a year tjo 
agricultural, business. iP 
dustrial and mining operations 
in the Wabash Valley. 

“In addition to helping us 
economically,’’ Wheeler has 
commented, “the re- 
establishment of navigation on 


the Wabash also would help ~ 


alleviate the energy crisis fac- 
ing our country today. f 

“There is a dramatic need 
for a Wabash waterway from 
the Ohio Tiver to Terre Haute 
to serve areas: where vast 
quantities of coal 
available for shipment to key 


are 0 
? 


“Without water- transporta- 
_» tion, it just hasn't been possi: 
“¿ble to'mine much of:ou al 
reserves inthe past Wheeler ; 
«has noted. ai ar 
“The current energy crisis 
«makes it mandatory thateave | 
«take, positive. steps now..to | 


start fulfilling our increasing | 
¿need for, coal. especia y 
low. sulfur cha 

_ stated. . wig 


Je al 


Since Wheeler has become 
active in the local WVA. J; 
Ster, the organization has 
ducted. highly-attended 
ners, has heard several 
Speake s. and has sp 


several trips. to Washi 
IC to pr action off t 
in 4 j TRAY 7 
“Continued On Page 8,Col. ie. 
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Wheeler 


Contimpeg rom, 82197 Ane. 
Wabash River. 
Wheeler recently stated, 


“What we need now is support 
from everyone to develop a 
complete water resource 
development program. 

“We need to show the 
leaders in local government, 
the top officials in state 
government, and our rep- 
resentatives in the United 
States Congress that we need 
— and deserve — 100 per cent 
cooperation and support in our 
effort to develop our water 
resources and return the 
Wabash River to a role as an 
important transportation ar- 
“tery,” he added. 

He enumenated: 

—"We need a real selling 
Job ahead of us — our farmers 
need to understand that 
availability of water transpor- 
tation will mean more money 
in their pockets for sale of 


fertilizer costs will be re- 
duced. 


— "We need to show 
much the entire “valley 
benefit. if perennial floods can 
be eliminated. 
=- —‘We need to push for a 
waterway plan that includes 
scenic areas, ample fish and 
wildlife protective measures. 
recreational opportunities for 
both mass participation ` and 
also for individual enjoyment, 
such as uatural trails.” 

—''And perhaps our biggest 


' challenge is to convince critics 


' that 


the waterway will 
revitalize the region, creating 
incentives that can lead to a 
better life for all of us.” 

Wheele: is attending the 
sessions in Memphis with 
George Gettinger, executive 
director of the Wabash Valley 
Interstate Commission. 

The interstate organization 
was formed in 1960 ‘as the 
coordinating arm to bring 
about action op the water 
development of the Wabash 
River. 

Wheeler's career with Com- 
mercial Solyents Corporation 
began in 1923, immediately 
following his graduation from 
Purdue University. 

During the next years, he 
served in many positions with 
the organization. becoming 
president and chief executive 
officer in 1959. 

He remained in that post 
through 1966, when he was 
elected chairman of the board 
for CSC. 

Although Wheeler stepped 
down as chairman of the 
board two years ago, he is 
still a board member and is 
active in the organization. 

Wheeler is also a member 
of the board of trustees at 
Rose-Hulman Institute of 


grain and soybeans and that ]_Technology_and he has served 


' Research Foundation. 


how ! 
will 


__— —_——u———— 


as director of the Purdue 
as a 
member of the Indiana State 
Universitv Foundation Board, 
“and as director and chairman 
of the Research Committee of 
the National Association of 
Manufacturers. 


In addition, Wheeler has ' 


received honorary degrees 
and various awards from ‘a 
variety of educational, 
business and professional. or- 
ganizations. 

He has been listed in 
“Who's Who in America,” in 
the “Statesmen's Who's Who,” 
and in various, other engineer- 


ing, industrial, and chemical 


directories. 

Wheeler was raised in the 
Collett Park section of Terre 
Haute and attended the for- 


-_ “~~ 
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Development of Wabash 
Valley Urged By Boosters 


A gathering of Wabash Valley,also spoke in explanation and|area since 1950, so that each 
Association members and in.\support of the Vigo group's|$1 of federal funds had resulted 
vited guests kicked off a drivelaims. in $26 in private investment. 
for local support of Wabash} The meeting Tuesday night| These and other factors in 
River development Tuesday|was told the Army engineers|proposed Wabash Valley im- 
night. now are conducting a feasibili-jprovement will be brought out 

The United States Corps of|ty study which will have great|by the local chapter, it was ex- 
Engineers will make a report|bearing on future federal plans|plained, and an urgent appeal 
here June 3 on the feasibility ofland appropriations for the val-jis being made locally for new 
Wabash projects, particularly|ley. memberships. 
navigation. Persons who at-| This would include water — 
tended the meeting were asked|management, recreational uses, 
to try to get more members forjflood control and navigation. 
ithe Vigo County chapter of the!Taken into account, the speak- 
Association and to support alers said, is the question of com- 
large crowd in support of the/munity support of these projects 
river improvements, and for that reason it is hoped 

Harry Cook, an inland water-|the Vigo chapter of the Associ-) 
ways authority on the benefits|ation will be greatly expanded 
that come when rivers are madejand a large turnout provided 
navigable from Washington,|when the engineers make their 
D. C., spoke to the gathering at|report public here June 3, at 
¡the Imperial House. the Terre Haute House. 

Frank Kirns, Lafayette, presi-| In his talk Cook, who has 
dent of the Valley Association,/been close to the development 
and George Gettinger, pioneerlof the Tennessee - Tombigbee 
in the association and executive|project in the South, discussed 
director of the Wabash Valleylthe Tennessee development, the 
Interstate Commission, made!Ohio River, and other improve- 
the appeal for support of thelment programs throughout the 
Wabash improvements. country. 

The two men — as did Cook! Development, by controlling 
— traced the history of river/floods, provides flood-free in- 
valley developments and stress-|dustrial sites; provides year- 
ed that none hadYeached suc-jaround stable water supplies; 
cessful completion withoutjsteps up industrial and business 


strong public support. - flow, provides greater income ERENCE 

The meeting had been ar-|from taxes and better public REFE Fa 
ranged by Gettinger and also|services, Cook said. i NOT Ciki ve 
by Lew Taylor, executive vice| He cited figures from the Ohio pO 


president of the area Chamber|Valley showing that investment ' 
of Commerce. of $30 million was made in the ' 
Specific questions as to what i 
the community can do to sup- 
¡port the improvement of the 
[Wabash were asked by Dr. John 
Logan, president of Rose Poly-' 
technic Seka by Charles: 
Pfister, local business man, and| y 
by others. | comm 
It was announced that Gil Be-; 
dino, who also is active in West: 
Terre Haute levee improvement, 
has agreed to serve as tempo- 
rary chairman of the local drive 
until mid-September, and that 
another prominent local man 
has agreed to serve after that 
time. 
Vernie Potter, past president 


¿x-_ vv €£v£7£¿_ o 


of the Chamber of Commerce, Community Affairs Fite 


L- BES 


LAR 


i EPEAT TN \ Dee Again President. rh 
Mayor J. Roy Dee of Mt. Carmel, |. 
ey a orm IL, 1958 president of the associa- 
tion and elected for another term 

Ad i d f at the afternoon business session, 

¡AGO 

0 e or Among program speakers were| 

,Anton Hulman, Jr., chairman of the | 

d as Valle Indiana Flood Control and Water: 

` Resources Commission; Illinois 

ie 


presided at the annual meeting.| 


= 
~ 


4 resentatives from the Mississippi 


Ar legislaivef compact. between Valley Association and the Inter-! 


. State Senator John Lewis and rep- | 


Indiana and Illinois designed to 
further development of the Wabash 


Valley areas in both states is the 
priority item of a 10-plank platform 
endorsed yesterday by the Wabash 
| Valley Association at its second an- 
| nual meeting. 
| Local delegates to the gathering 
| in Vincennes heard a battery of re- 
ports on flcod and water control 
measures in this state and Illinois, 
| 


SEEK DISASTER AREAS 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 28.—P | 


University Research Committee. 
Other Terre Hauteans in addition 
to Hulman who were among the 
200 persons present for the lunch- 
leon, afternoon and evening sessions 
were Joseph L. Quinn, Jr., and 
David I. Day, Jr., directors re- 
elected to the board; John K+ 
Lamb, Chamber of Commerce 
executive vice president, and Rich- 
ard C. Tuttle, Chamber staff | 
assistant. j 
The Clinton area was repre- 


| sented by John Donnelly, Walker 


Robertson and Robert Dunlap, 
area farmers; Raymond Medlock, 


President Eisenhower was | dustrial Development Council, and 


asked by Sen. Vance Hartke 
(D-Ind.) Tuesday to declare 
five Indiana counties disaster 
areas becaues of floods, mak- 
ing them eligible for federal 
aid. 

i Hartke said he also wired 
Civil Defense authorities to 
ask that they “continue their 
efforts in behalf of stricken 
communities in Harrison, 
Washington, Crawford, Jeffer- 
son and Franklin countfes.” 


and on the Ohio River and were; 
advised by U. S. Senator R. Vance! 
‘Hartke that flood control projects 
lin the area should receive legisla- 
tive and financial support as soon 
as possible. 

Significantly, the measure is re- 
ceiving enthusiastic support from 
top political leaders of both par- 
ties representing Indiana and Illi- 
nois in Washington, D. C. Senator 
R. Vance Hartke (D.-Ind.) and 
Senator Homer V. Capehart (R.- 
Ind.) are working closely on the 
proposed legislation as are Sen- 
ator Paul Douglas (D.-IIl.) and 
Senator Everett M. Dirksen (R.- 
Ti.) and WVA spokesmen have 
been advised that all are in com- 
plete accord as to the necessity 
for this action. 

In a recorded statement to the 
association membership last night, 
Senator Hartke said he had been 
given every assurance that ‘‘con- 


o ae : j the association also: 
navigation in the Wabash Valley! 


Joe Giacoleiti. 

The platform which received the |. 
unanimous endorsement of the as- f> 
' sociation’s 14 directors is the first 
such document to be drawn up by 
the group and was patterned after 
the Mississippi Valley Association 


| program. 


Will Push Legislatures. 
In addition to*promising vigor-| 
ous support for favorable action{ 


| by both Legislatures on the Wa-| 


== \ 
bash Valley Interstate Compact, 


Urged appropriate local, state 
and federal agencies to initiate 
systematic programs of,river bank 
stabilization in co-operation with 
soil conservation agents. 

Asked the development of recre- | 
ational facilities on local and state | 
levels. 3 

Pledged support of sound stream 
pollution abatement programs. 

Urged comprehensive studies of 
main rivers in the valley area for 
navigation purposes. | 

These planks and others en-! 
dorsed by the directors are con- 
sistent with the purposes of the 
¡organization as set forth when! 

articles of incorporation were en-| 
tered here Sept. 18, 1957. j 

At that time, officials of to | 
WVA were described as dedicated, 
to furthering the progressive and; 
sound development and use ef the! 
natural resources of the entire Wa- 
bash Valley. } 

Such development, these officials | 


struction planning money” for the: economic, agricultural, industrial, 


Upper Wabash Reservoir and the: 


civic interests and common good 


Monroe Reservoir would be made; of all who are concerned with the 


available. 
|. Senatcr Hartke was unable to 
reach Vincennes because of un- 
i favorable weather conditions, but 
| he called his message to the local 
¡radio station and it was taped and 
| broadcast to the banquet group last; 
` night. ; 


present and future welfare of this 


feel, will promote and advance the | 
region, | 


- ——— on RN em 


director of the Wabash Valley In- |, 


y* 


(fran THE TERRE HAUTE TRIBUNE, 


Terre Haute, Ind., Sunday, July 11, 1909) 


"T have been steamboating on the Wabash river for thirty years and it 

is a better stream today for navigation than it ever wase It is clearer 
of snags and the channel is better than it was in the old days vhen I 
worked on boats between here and Vincennes that carried 250 tons or more. 
And there is another thing, too-—-I believe the river is in shape for 
navigation a greater period in the year than it nas in former times when 
there were at least a half dozen boats which made regular trips to this 
port, some of them ruming between Terre Haute and Vincennes and some 
plying between here and Lafayette. There was a regular line of boats on 
the river in those days and some of them are yet in the service but they 


have gone away to other streams." 


The foregoing statement of Captain Charles Gosnold commanding the logging 
steamer Roy He, that is busy all the time the river is navigable bringing logs fran 
points south to the P. S. Mace mill that stands distance north of the Big Four 
railroad bridge. 

The Roy H. was coaling for a return trip thirty-“ive miles down the river to 
Chenoweth’ Landing a few days ago, when Captain Gosnold proved a / most interesting 
talker when discussing the river, its ways, what it wasin the old days and the 
promises it holds out for the future, if the citizens will take that interest in 


it that it deserves, both as a means of power and as a most profitable waterway 
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for transportation. 
Has Boat In Logging Trade. 

For a number of years Captain Gosnold has given his attention to the Roy H. 
and the craft has been im commission as a logging steamer. Twenty thousand feet 
can be brought in the log on a barge that is pushed ahead of the steamer. Along with 
the boat are two barges and in the winter season both of these are employed in the 
carrying trade on the stream between this city and points south, and in the season 
a great deal of grain is carried. Captain Gosnold expects to find the grain 
trade quite lively next autumn if the promises of the crops down the river are 
realized. Just at present but one of the barges is in commission in the river 
trade, the other having been equipped for a pleasure craft and is devoted to 
picnic and dancing parties that like to go out for a gay tine on_the river at 
Vincennes. 

The Roy H. is a stern-wheeler and is wider than the average boat of her ton- 
age, having been built principally for a ferry boat and later converted into a steam- 
er and put in the river trade. There are very few times that she can not carry her 
full tonnage from this city to Vincennes. But there hajébeen times, on account of 
the shallow water on the riffles when she could not make the trip. Last sumer 
a year she made the trip to Vincennes, and on account of the low stage of the 
river did not get back until the following February. One or two places in the 
river precluded a return and the bo:t was forced to go into such trade E she could 
and down the river below the riffiles that were a bar to making the return trip. 

This recounting of the difficulty encountered led to the inquiry if the river 
could not be dammed and be equipped with locks that would overcome those difficulties. 

Dams ¡lean Deep Channele 
"Sertainly," answered the captain, "A dam in one or two places at the upper 


end of the deep water would give a channel all the year round of six, and I believe 


I am safe in saying eight feet, and in such a channel as that vessels of four or 
five hundred tons could ply the river at any season of the year." 

Suppose there was such a dam as that mentioned by Captain Gosnold at the 
beginning of the deep water, just south of this city; all the year round there 
would be a channel of eight or ten feet of water along the entire river front of 
Terre Haute and for miles north of this city. With such a channel as this, does 
any one believe that river traffic would not be revived and a cheaper era of trans- 
portation begun? The river fairly would be alive with busy water craft, for there 
is a fascination about steamboating that does not go with any other business. Yen 
and business, too, take to the river when there is an opportunity to do so, and the 
sterling activity of the west would not camp in Washington in an effort to get a sub 
sidy bill through congress. Capital that was sure of reasonable remuneration 
would take to the river and the old stream would be ome of the lively arteries of 
commerce in the west and a source of profit to every industry in the city, and in 
all the cities along the river. Old towns once lively, but of recent years falling 
into decay and ruin, would take on new life. 

Make Power a Possibility. 

But transportation is not all. What a source of power a four-foot dam would 
be with a head of water extending back for miles and active all the time. It is 
hardly possible to estimate the power that passes Terre Haute in the channel of 
the river every day. If that power were harnessed, es it could be, with a dam suéh 
as Captain Gosnold mentioned, it would solve the expense for power problem ‘or many 
lines of industry in this city. What an opportunity such a dam would o*fer for a 
series of turbine wheels that would furnish power to turn almost every spindle in 
the city OF Terre Haute. And is it not reasonable that to assume that this would 
be much cheaper than that created with coal? It is quite plain that the power 


phase of the matter is worth considering along with that of transportation. 
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Craft of tne Old Days. 

It does not tax the memory of the oldest inhabitants to recall the days when 
the river was lively with trade. Some of the younger people can recall the time 
when steamers cane here and were regularly in the trade. 

From 1880 to 1892 the Crown Point, Rosedale and Cumberland made regular trips 
to this city and were active in the river trade between here and Vincennes and 
farther south, and the river front in those days was an active place, full of life 
ani all those things which go so far in making business and keeping everything 
on the jump. 

In 1880 the goverment snag boat came up the river and did a great deal of 
work clearing the channel and making it vetter and safe for travel and in 1895 
the Gillispie, another snag pane came here from Louisville and gave some attention 
to the channel. And old river men recall thatthere was a revival of river activities 
following those two visits of boats that devoted considerable time to clearing the 
chamele It is also recalled that in 1906 the river was navigable for all the 
craft on it every month in the year. There was not a time that year that the big- 
gest boats on the river could not ve busy and trade was lively for those in coan- 
mission. There was not enough of ice during the winter to seriously interfere wit 
transportation and the stage of the water was safe at all times for navigation. 
Those in the trade recall that year as one of the profitable periods in the trade 
on the river. = 

Carried Goods To Farmers. 

Back in the days when the river was used for something more than a plaything 
there were two lines of steamers in the river trade and a great deal of commerce of 
this part of the: country was carried on by means of the river. During the primary 


days of the trade almost everything the western farmer got fram the east came up the 


Wabash, and there was a time when Danville, Ill., depended altogether on the river 
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for goods received there. Some years ago old residents in the vicinity of Catlin 
and Georgetown, Ill., were discussing the old days when the Wabash was one of the 
lively arteries of commerce, Jacob Sandusky, residing west of Georgetown, and known 
for years as one of the leading shorthorn cattle breeders of the west, told of the 
times when he used to drive to the steamboat landing, eleven miles south of Dan- 
ville, and wagon goods across the country to his home. One of the favorite themes 
of John Q. Luddington, of Danville, the first white child born in that town, now 
desceased, was to recount the fun he had in an arly day making a steamboat trip 
down the Wabash on a boat carrying forty head oñ mules, thirt# head of cattle and 
tro thousand bushels of corne Terre Haute was the largest town at that time that 
Luddington had ever seen and at that early day there were a half dozen steamboats 
at the two wharfs here. 

Two Lines of Boats. 

For a number of years two lines of steamers plied out of this-city. One of 
those lines was active in the trade between Terre Haute and Lafayette, and the 
names of the vessels will no doubt recall old memories to many in this city. They 
were the Obenchain and Sanborne, property of D. N. Stockton and J. H. Russell, of 
Lafayette. There boats made regular trips and were in the river trade for years, 
active at times all the year round. And it will be recalled that the river at 
that time was not in such fine shape for transportation purposes as it is today, for 


the channel was not so well defined and it was not ix 


obstructions. 


Many people will recall the names, Ida Lee, named for the wife of an ol river 
man; the Rosedale and Cohassett. These boats were the property of B. G. Huan of and 


were in the trade for a number of years, both north and south of Terre Haute. 
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Cherry Street Wharf, 
The vessels in the Lafayette trade and intermediate points made their land- 
ings at what was known in those days as the Cherry street wharf. This wharf was «tt 


the foot of Cherry street, a little more than three hundred feetrrccrrncono 


J-A SA 


Lake To Gulf Waterway. 


Terre Haute men who have taken 
an active interest in the improve- 
ment of the Wabash River and 
long considered a water route from| 
the Great Lakes to the Gulf of! 
Mexico through the Indiana coal) 
fields and the inland stream., 
were enthusiastic in their endorse-! 
ment of the proposition of the 
Indiana Harboer Commercial Club 
Wednesday. The plans of the In- 
diana Harboer Club to call a con- 
vention for the purpose of organiz- 
ing a movement to secure the 
water route will be backed by 
Terre Haute, through its civic and 
industrial organizations. W. H. Dun- 
can,’ secretary of the Commercial 
Club and George M. Crane of the 
Young Business Men’s Club, both 
stated their organizations favored 
the plans. 
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Mr. Tom Philipson 

Editor 

The South Bend Tribune's Magazine 
Colfax at Lafayette, 

South Bend, Indiana 46626 


Dear Mr. Philipson: 


Soll AID INN 


Terre Haute has "bitten the hand that feeds Ttan 


For years Terre Haute has dumped tone of waste material 
into the Wabash River. Since Terre Haute began as a 
town the River has been considered a convenient sewage 
canal, Now she river is unnavigable, filled with silt 
and pollution. 


It was largely due to Terre Haute's position on the 
Wabash that the town grew so quickly. The river's 
connection to other important commercial ports and the 
cheapness of water transport helped facilitate the 

growth of Terre Heute PBa mal- center — 

The Wabash River is the most famous river in Indiana 

and is known nationwide. Now that the river has done its 

part to help Terre Haute, what, if anything, is the 

city doing to save the river? If the river were to be \ 
opened to navigation again, would Terre Haute benefit? 


These and other questions I plan to explore in a 2500 
word piece entitled, "Now She Needs a Helping Hand", 


Would you be interested in seeing this article on spec- 
ulation? 


Pictures of the river as it looked 50 years ago and as 
łt looks now will be provided. 


I am interested in this topic because of my proximity 
to the river and the part the river plays in the life 
of the people in this area. 


Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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Box 22 
St. Mary-of-the-Woods College 
St. Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana 47876 
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A Water Resources Plan 


for the Wabash River Basin 


By William J. Andrews 
Deputy Director, Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources 


Indiana shares the Wabas 
Basin with its sister states of I 
and Ohio. But thanks to Paul Dress 
author of On the Banks of the Wa- 
bash, and to the later popular Back 
Home Again in Indiana, the Wabash 
River is forever firmly fixed in the 
public mind as a uniquely Indiana 
river. 


There can be no doubt but that 
the Wabash forms a 
Hoosier heritage. 
George Rogers Clark, the 
social experiments at New Harmo 
the Battle of Tippecanoe and the rug- 
ged. beauty of Brown County—all 
these are dear to the hearts of every 
Hoosier. 


But the Wabash plays another vital 
—even if more mundane—role in 
Indiana. 73% of its 33,100-square- 
mile Basin lies within the State. It 
drains, in whole or in part, 74 of our 
92 counties. It contains five of our 
10 largest cities, including Indianap- 
olis, the State Capitol and the na- 
tion’s 12th largest city. 


In 1960, some 57% of the total 
State population lived within the 
Basin boundaries. 


These few statistics will suffice to 
emphasize the importance of the Wa- 
bash Basin to our State. And as we 
look to the relatively near future, 
when our population will have 
doubled, we must be impressed with 
the fact that this population must be 
fed, clothed, housed and provided 
with employment. 


And these future Hoosiers must 
have a suitable environment in which 
to live. 


We must then look increasingly to 
the Wabash Basin, and to its rich 
natural resources of land, water and 
minerals, to assume a major role in 
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meeting these human and economic 
needs. 


What are we doing to meet these 
needs which, in terms of time for 


4, planning, for decision-making and 
Ls oe development, are not problems for 
h 


istant future but for today? 


cing up to 
must understand 
already high and eve 
mands upon these resour 
demands of people. In the last 
sis, they are not the demands of in- 
dustry, of agriculture, of cities or of 
government—but the aggregate of 
your demands and of mine as indi- 
iduals. 


As we apply this concept to water 
resources, we see these human wants 
and needs expressed in a diversity of 
ways. They manifest themselves in 
terms of municipal, industrial and 
agricultural water supply, recreation, 
power, transportation, flood control, 
fish and wildlife, pollution abatement 
and scenic beauty. 


At the same time, they are imposed 
upon a resource which, though con- 
stantly renewed through the opera- 
tion of the hydrologic cycle, is fixed 
in the sense that in so far as Nature 
is concerned we shall have neither 
more nor less in the future than we 
have now. 


The real import of this situation— 
that is, a growing diversity of de- 
mands upon a finite resource—lead 
to the realization that we could not 
aflord the luxury of water resources 
planning and development on a proj- 
ect-by-project, single-purpose basis. 


We came to realize the need for 
comprehensiveness and coordination, 
for responsiveness to all uses and 
needs for water, and for the neces- 
sity of the development of projects 
to serve multiple uses. And we came 
to understand that the River Basin 
itself is the logical unit for planning. 


Out of this was born the Wabash 
River Basin Comprehensive Study. 
Comprehensive from the standpoint 
of consideration of all uses and needs 
for water; from the involvement of 
all levels of government, agencies and 
organizations; from the fact that the 
entire basin is being studied as a 
whole; and from the viewpoint of 
multi-purpose development. 


The study, which began in 1962, 
has as its objective the formulation 
of a plan to provide for the best use, 
or combination of uses, of the water 
and related land resources of the Wa- 
bash Basin to meet both short and 
long-term needs. 


The work is being done under the 
leadership of the U. S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, with the cooperation 
and participation of all of the Federal 
agencies having a significant role in 
water resources development, and of 
the States of Indiana, Illinois and 
Ohio. The study is scheduled for 
completion in July, 1970, 


General coordination and policy 
direction for this water resóurces 
planning effort is achieved through 
the medium of a Coordination Com- 
mittee composed of one representa- 
tive from each of the Federal agencies 
and States. Federal agencies repre- 
sented dn the Committee include the 
following: 


Army Corps of Engineers 
Department of Agriculture 
Soil Conservation Service 
Forest Service 
Economic Research Service 
Department of the Interior 
Federal Water Pollution 
Control Administration 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 
Geological Survey 
Bureau of Mines 
National Park Service 
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BLUE SKIES — BLUE WATERS 

That priceless month of June 
again emblazons Indiana. No days 
are longer nor more delightful. No 
skies nor waters are bluer. 

The front cover pictures the Ohio 
River upstream toward Madison 
from the famous Hanover College 
Overlook. The back cover shows Rac- 
coon Lake, Eastward from Raccoon 
Lake Ramp. This is one of Indiana's 
several large State Recreation Areas. 

Our whitetail deer population 
continues to grow. You see a Hoos- 
ier fawn on the inside front cover. 
The inside back cover is a scene at 
one of Indiana’s numerous State 
Fishing Areas, at Williams Dam be- 
low Bedford on White River's West 
Fork. 

Page 19 is enlivened by a boa 
constrictor, shown at the Indianapo- 
lis Zoo, about whose attractions 
there’s considerable in the article 
starting on Page 14. 

The center spread (Pages 20 and 
21) is typical of the exciting water 
sports at the State Recreation Areas 
throughout Indiana. This scene is on 
Lake Monroe, our largest inland 
body of water. (And, of course, 
there is that unsurpassed three-mile- 
long Lake Michigan beach at Indi- 
ana Dunes State Park.) 

The color picture on Page 22 is 
of a home-grown delicacy, Indi- 
ana blueberries. 


WHAT ABQUT COLOR REPRINTS, AN 
INDEX, OR BACK COPIES? 


A set of color reprints of any recent issue, 
suitable for individual framing, is available 
for $1. So is the new Cumulative Index for 
1966-1969, also $1. Or you can order any 
back issue for 50 cents per copy. Postpaid 
and tax paid, but please don’t send stamps. 


PHOTO CREDITS 


All photos from staff sources except: 

Federal Water Pollution Control Administra- 
tion 30-31; Karl H. Maslowski 2; Smithsonian 
Institution 26-27. 


Federal Power Commission 

Department of Health, Educa- 
tion and Welfare 

Department of Transportation 

Wabash Valley Interstate 
Commission 


The Director of the Department of 
Natural Resources represents Indiana 
on the Committee. Illinois is repre- 
sented by its Division of Waterways 
and Ohio by its Department of Nat- 
ural Resources. 


During the course of the Compre- 
hensive Study, three interim reports 
covering major reservoir projects 
have been submitted to the United 
States Congress for consideration. 


Looking Down the Historic Wabash 

from Beautiful Lincoln Memorial 

Bridge, with Vincennes on the Left 
Bank. 


These reports recommended con- 
struction of seven reservoirs in Indi- 
ana: Big Pine Reservoir, located on 
Big Pine Creek above Williamsport 
in Warren County; Lafayette Reser- 
voir, located on Wildcat Creek above 
Lafayette in Tippecanoe and Car- 
roll Counties; Patoka Reservoir, lo- 
cated on the Patoka River above Jas- 
per in Dubois and Orange Counties; 
Clifty Creek Reservoir, located on 
Clifty Creek upstream from Colum- 
bus in Bartholomew and Decatur 
Counties; Big Walnut Creek Reser- 


voir, located on Big Walnut Creek 
Greencastle in Putnam County; 
Downeyville Reservoir, located on 
Flatrock River Southeast of Shelby- 
ville in Rush and Decatur Counties, 
and Big Blue Reservoir, located on 
Big Blue River near Carthage in 
Shelby, Hancock and Rush Counties. 


A local protection project for Mar- 
ion, Indiana, was also included in 
the third interim report. All of these 
projects have been authorized by 
Congress. 


Early in 1969, the Coordinating 
Committee established five task 
forces to concurrently develop their 
respective elements necessary for con- 
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sideration in the formulation of plans 
and recommendation by the Coor- 
dinating Committee on its Summary 
Report. Also to serve as liaison be- 
tween the Committee and the task 
forces, a Plan Formulation Subcom- 
mittee was created to provide overall 
direction and coordination of plan 
formulation activities and formula- 
tion and recommendation of a speci- 
fic basin plan to the Coordinating 
Committee. 


The Flood Damage Reduction 
Task Force is responsible for compil- 
ing a Basinwide inventory of estim- 
ated average annual present and pro- 
jected future flood damages. 


Further, it is to identify and eval- 
uate feasible alternative means, both 
structural and non-structural, for re- 
duction of the present and projected 
future flood damages. Alternatives to 
be considered will include reservoir 
storage, levees and floodwalls, chan- 
nel improvements, watershed land 
treatment, floodwater diversion, flood- 
proofing, permanent relocation, re- 
development, flood plain zoning, 
flood insurance, flood warning and 
temporary evacuation. 


The responsibility for compiling 
the basin-wide requirements for muni- 
cipal and industrial water-supply and 
water-quality control has been as- 
signed to the Water Supply and Water 
Quality Task Force. This complica- 
tion will indicate both quantitative 
and qualitative water requirements. 


Consideration will be given to var- 
ious feasible alternative means for 
meeting the water supply and water 
quality needs of the Wabash River 
Basin. Alternatives will include sur- 
face storage, groundwater develop- 
ment, inter-basin transfer and appli- 
cation of advanced or tertiary waste 
processes for water quality control. 


The Recreation, Fish and Wildlife 
and Environmental Resources Task 
Force has been charged with the re- 
sponsibility of compiling estimates of 
Basin-wide needs for water and re- 
lated land resources, general outdoor 
recreation and fish and wildlife rec- 
reation and enhancement. 


Inventories of existing outdoor rec- 
creation facilities and of resource po- 
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tentials to meet additional present 
needs and projected future needs will 
be compiled. In addition, fish and 
wildlife resources and evironmental 
resources (historical, archeological, 
ecological, etc.) of significant value 
will be inventoried. 


Present and future land-use needs 
and the potentials to meet such needs 
to best serve the overall public inter- 
est are to be determined and evalu- 
ated by the Land Use Task Force. An 
inventory of present land uses as well 
as examination of land-use changes 
which have taken place since the last 
such inventory are being performed. 


A Regional Development Task 
Force has been formed to inventory 
existing plans and planning studies 
under way by various public and pri- 
vate agencies for regional and/or lo- 
cal development which are not basic- 
ally water oriented. 


A review and appraisal of these 
plans and studies will be made to 
establish any identifiable needs for 
coordination of the Wabash Basin 
studies therewith, in order to avoid 
conflicts in program objectives and 
development and to effect optimiza- 
tion of benefits to the public. 


The Task Force will attempt to 
identify future coordination measures 
necessary to achieve the same objec- 
tives in respect to planning studies 
now under way for regional or local 
developments and for those which are 
undertaken in the future. 


A Public Information Subcommit- 
tee, which has the responsibility for 
recommending means of informing 
the public about the Wabash River 
basin study, was established in mid- 
year 1969. 


The procedures used in carrying 
out the comprehensive study are 
complex. First, economic analyses de- 
signed to project economic trends 
forward to the year 1980, 2000 and 
2020 are made. 


Once these analyses have been 
completed in terms of population, 
employment, and other indications of 
economic growth, they are translated 
into requirements for the control and 
use of water. A wide variety of tech- 


nical studies has been undertaken by 
the appropriate task force to deter- 
mine the future needs as well as 
means of meeting the projected 
needs. 


These technical studies are closely 
coordinated among the participants 
to insure that all alternatives have 
been considered and that the plan of 
development will be one which most 
nearly meets the needs of the Basin. 


The recommendations in the 
final report of the Wabash River 
Basin Comprehensive Study will 
consist of the best possible mix 
of projects and programs, based 
upon consideration of national 
income efficiency, regional de- 
velopment, environmental qual- 
ity and well-being of people. 


The Coordinating Committee has 
recently concluded one series of 
working meetings throughout the Ba- 
sin, to which interested officials and 
organizations were invited to hear 
Task Force reports of needs and pos- 
sible measures to meet those needs. 


A second series of public forum 
meetings is being planned, at which 
the preliminary plan will be presented 
and explained with a view toward 
obtaining constructive comment and 
criticism for consideration in prepar- 
ing the overall Basin plan. This, in 
turn, will be followed by established 
procedures or review and comment 
by the various Federal agencies, the 
Governors of the States and the 
Water Resources Council. 


And so every Hoosier should make 
it his business to acquaint himelf with 
these plans and to express his views. 


The process of public examination, 
constructive criticism and debate will 
result in better, more-soundly-con- 
ceived and more-socially acceptable 
programs. 


But the real task—that of imple- 
menting the plan—of making it a real- 
ity in timely and orderly fashion— 
lies before us and therein lies the 
challenge for the 1970s. 


This challenge will test us as we 
have never been tested before in re- 
gard to our water resources. 


WEIRD ¿ 


Let me remind you of some of 
the tests which must be faced: 


1. The test of balance and 


perspective in water re- 
sources development. We 
must achieve an understand- 
ing, appreciation and respect 
for other needs and uses for 
water than those in which we 
may have a personal stake. 


. The test of cooperation and 
communication—the test of 
willingness to devote our tal- 


ents and energies to a uni- 
fied effort. 


3. The test of commitment. 


There is an old saying to the 
effect that “after all is said and 
done, there is a lot more said 
than there is done.” All of us 
—lay public and professional 
alike—say more than we do, 
and all of us know how to do 
better than we do. 


4. The test of the pocketbook. 


The man who said “the best 
things in life are free” wasn’t 


KENTUCKY 


d 
DAYTON 


o 
CINCINNATI 


O LOUISVILLE 


talking about providing ade- 
quate water for the needs of 
today and tomorrow! 


And so Indiana's view of the Wa- 
bash is that it is a vital part of the 
Hoosier States, that we must rely on 
the Basin and its resources to play 
a major role in supporting our popu- 
lation and economy, that we shall 
soon have a chart for the develop- 
ment of its water resources to meet 
that role, and that our challenge now 
is to get on with the job set before 
us. 


SKINKS AND SUCH 


By William B. Hopp 
Professor of Zoology 
Indiana State University 


A flash of blue as a small yellow- 
striped black lizard with a metallic 
blue tail scurries across a pile of 
old sawdust—an olive-tan, heavy- 
jowled lizard with a copper-red head 
glaring out of a hollow in an old 
log—two kinds of lizards? 


That was the assumption of early 
naturalists. But more detailed obser- 
vations indicated that these were dif- 
ferent stages in the maturation of a 
single species, the five-lined skink 
(Eumeces fasciatus). 


Even this was later qualified, for, 
although the five-lined skink is found 
throughout Indiana, its range in the 
Southern half of the State is over- 
lapped by that of another species, the 
broad-headed skink (Eumeces lati- 


ceps). 
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An Adult Male Broad-headed Skink. 


Both species share the same devel- 
opmental color variations and live, in 
general, in similar habitats. 

Actually, except for variations in 
the number and arrangement of cer- 
tain scales and the maximum size of 
the adult males (seven inches for the 
five-lined skink to 12 inches for the 
broad-headed skink), the two species 
are so similar that only a scientist 
(or another skink) would notice the 
difference. The juvenile five-lined 
skink is also called a blue-tailed 
skink. 

The skinks are a family of smooth- 
scaled, shiny, active lizards, various 
members of which are found through- 
out the world. 

They move rapidly and are hard to 
catch. If you do manage to grab one, 
it may surprise you by losing its tail. 

The ability to “shed”? the tail is 
rather commonly found among many 


(but not all) kinds of lizards. It does 
not harm the animal, which readily 
grows a replacement, but the action 
frequently furnishes a distraction for 
the lizard’s enemy. While the attacker 
is attempting to deal with the still 
actively-threshing tail, the lizard is 
able to slip quietly away. 


Although the skinks are generally 
regarded as ground-dwelling, they 
may be found climbing to consider- 
able heights on dead and decaying 
trees, snags and old buildings. 


Old sawdust piles, decaying stumps 
and logs, woodlots and similar situa- 
tions are good places to look for 
skinks, since these surroundings 
abound in the insects, spiders and 
other arthropods upon which the liz- 
ards feed. 


Of course, the larger adults may 
prey on larger forms, even baby mice 
and baby birds. 


ACASO Ci ve 


Wabash River 


Committee to 
Meet Jan. 28-29: 


A The Wabash River Basin} 
Comprehensive Study Coordinat-; 
ing Committee will meet Jan. ¡| 

1 28-29 in Lafayette to consider a: 
plan for development for the: 

M@ water and related land resources; 
of Terre Haute and other cities 

MW along the upper and middle por-f+ 

Mi tions of the Wabash River Basin. 

George Gettinger, executive 
director of the Wabash Valley!. 

interstate Commerce Commis-|. 
sion, and other interested Wa- 
bash Valley leaders are ex- 
pected to take key parts in the 
meeting. : 

Other cities directly involved 
in the proposed development in-f 
clude Vincennes, Crawfordsville, 
Lafayette, Kokomo, Marion,|: 
Peru. Logansport, and Wabash, 
and the Illinois cities of Dan- 
ville and Urbana. 

Major tributary streams that}! 
iare of concern near these com- 
imunities are Raccoon Creek, 
Little Vermilion River, Ver- 
milion River and Sugar Creek in 
ithe middle basin and Wildcat 
Creek, Tippecanoe River, Eel 
River, Mississinewa River and 
Salamonie River in the upper) 
basin. The extent of the con- 
cerned area may be summarily 
defined as extending from Vin-' 
cennes, Ind., to Grand Lake, 
Ohio. 

The Wabash Coordinating 
‘Committee was formed as a co-| 
hordinating group for the current 
interagency Wabash River Basin}! 
¡Comprehensive Study. The Co- 
ordinating Committee provides 
la basis for a full and continuing 
exchange of views by study par-| 
jticipants and provides advice; 
‘and assistance to all participating: 
i agencies in regard to objectives, | 

work assignments and schedules. | 

and assists in the resolution of 
study problems. 

In addition to the Corps of En- 
gineers, each major study par- | 
ticipant is represented: the Fedij 
eral Departments of Agricul- 
ture, Commerce, Interior, and) 
Health, Education and Welfare; i 
the Federal Power Commission; i 

| 
| 


| 


nE 


the States of Indiana, Illinois, 
and Ohio, and the Wabash! 
Valley Interstate Commission.) 
Representatives of water and 
land interest orgapizations are 


¥ 


be 
i 


invited to attend. ji ily h al 
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Gettinger 
Urges Dredging 
Of Wabash 


George Gettlinger, Vincennes, 
noting that the Wabash River is 


the most fertile of any of the 


streams in the Ohio Valley 
basin, called for the develop- 
ment of the famous river as 
quickly as possible. 

Gettinger, executive vice 
president of the Wabash Valley 
Association, made his plea dur- 
ing an address to the spring 
convention of the 24th District 
of the U.S. Power Squadron 
which was held this weekend. 

“Today, with all the fertility 
and its meaning to the develop- 
ment of the rest of the country, 
we must give thought as to what 
would happen if the river should 
go.” he said. 

As the country becomes more 
urbanized (at present 125 mil- 
lion people live on 13.5 per cent 
of the land; by 2020, expertsi 
say, 85 per cent of the popula- 
tion may be living on 3 per 
cent of the land area in this 
country), the need for expan- 
sion of food-growing areas will 
become more necessary. 

Gettinger said a real need 
exists for a comprehensive 
study of the total resources in 


the Wabash Valley basin. i 
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But, he ened the need is 


not for core projects only. 
“Land management is needed 
to help grow food for the future. 

“We must help keep the soil 
on the land where it can be put 
to use; erosion must'be con- 
trolled” along the river. he said. 

Freight charges could save 
farmers and others about $70 
million annually if the river was 
to become navigable, Gettinger 
said. 

Citing an example of economic 
impact on an area. Gettinger 
noted that the Tennessee Valley| 
Authority has spurred such 
growth that taxes paid by in- 
dustry lining the waterway has 
paid for the TVA “three times 
over.” 

He added that the Ohio River 
system is the greatest in the 
world, saying that from 1956-65 
more Cargo was carried be- 
tween Cincinnati and Louisville, 
Ky., than by the Panama and; 
Suez canals combined: 

With less than $1.25 billion in 
the proposed federal budget for| 
water resources development ini 
the next year, Gettinger said! 
that more money should be put 
into the program, because 
“money spent brings better gej 
turns.” 

“Money spent... is not 
money spent; it is money in 
vested which will make this 
country a better place to livel 
in,” he said. 
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ONCE USED—The Wabash River, soon to be studied for 
possible future commercial navigation, was once used for 
hauling both people and produce, Pictured here is an 
early steamer docked at Terre llaute. 
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Proposed Wabash Waterway „755 

F i LL-Z ¿eb 
Explained To Maumee River Group 

NAVIGATION on the Wabash was given a 

boost toward reality when Howard Mendenhall, 


Executive Vice President of the Wabash Valley | 


Association and Dr. B. K. Barton, Executive Direc- 
tor of the Wabash Valley Interstate Commission 
told officials of the Ohio Water Commission of the 
studies underway on a Wabash-Maumee Waterway 
to connect Lake Erie and Lake Michigan with the 
Ohio River. 

The Ohio officials were gathered at Napoleon, 
Ohio, to hear a preliminary report on a Regional 
Development Plan for the Maumee River. The plan, 
being prepared by private consultants for the 
Ohio Water Commission, is similar in many re- 
spects to the comprehensive plan now being de- 
veloped for the Wabash Basin but did not include 
navigation as a possible use of the river. 

The suggestion that the possibility of navigation 
on the Maumee be given consideration in further 
drafts of the 40 year plan was made by Barton and 
Mendenhall. They brought back some new ideas 
that might be applied in the Wabash Basin. Up- 
land Water Storage Reservoirs which would in- 
crease the drought flows of the Maumee by 300% 
and could make navigation feasible. The flood flows 
of nearby streams or drainage ditches are pumped 


into reservoirs which are formed by scooping out | 


pits and surrounding them with walls made from 
the earth so removed. 

Upland storage reservoirs up to 25 ft. deep and 
almost a mile square have been reported. They are 
relatively cheap, very flexible as to location, size 


and shape, and are especially adapted for flat | 


country. 

Another idea brought back was aerated lagoons 
which are inexpensive and effective methods for 
treating waste water from small communities or 
factories or, where land is available, for giving a 
third treatment plants and thus remove the last 


10-20% of solid material that even the most ef- 
ficient sewage plants now discharge. 

A good cross section of the general public par- 
ticipated in the meeting, at which the preliminary 
Maumee Development Plan was presented. This 
direct participation in the planning process for the 
intensive and total development of the Maumee 
Basin’s water resources might well serve as a in- 
spiration and a model for Indiana and Illinois. This 
pattern might well be emulated by the Wabash Val- 
ley Association, the Compact Commission, the Corps 
of Engineers and other related agencies throughout 
the Wabash Valley, 
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The WABASH RIVER drains an area of 
33,100 square miles (3/4 of Indiana, 1/6 of 
Illinois and a small portion of northwest 


Ohio). 


The WABASH RIVER BASIN COMPRE- 
HENSIVE STUDY is a professional, highly 
skilled, competent inventory of the water and 
related land resources in this Basin. Major / EN Į 
environmental problems are identified and AR S. MISSISSINEWA 
proposats for their solution are recommended P LAKE 
by the experts who served on the Coor- 


dinating Committee. 


The Corps of Engineers acted as chairman 
of the committee which was made up of ex- 
ceptionally well-qualified representatives from 
erior; 
Health, Education and Welfare; Commerce, 
and Transportation; Federal Power Com- 
mission; the States of Indiana, Illinois and 
Ohio; and the Wabash Valley Interstate 


the Departments of Int 


Commission. 
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To bridge the gap between the 
water problems of the Wabash River 
basin and the achievement of 
solutions to those problems, the 
Congress of the United States 
directed that a comprehensive study 
be made of the region by 
responsible Federal agencies in 
cooperation with State and local 
governments. The Wabash Coor- 
dinating Committee under the 
permanent chairmanship of the 
District Engineer, Louisville District, 
Corps of Engineers, has been 
Turkey Run State Park, Ind. charged. with responsibility for 
of the study, which was started in 1962, and which is scheduled for 
completion this summer. 


To the question, “What is this Wabash Comprehensive Study?” the 
answer could be, “It is a study of water and related land resources on 
a comprehensive basis as to: 


AREA. The study covers the entire 33,100 square miles of drainage 
basin including all tributaries and sub-tributaries. 


NEEDS. The study deals with all needs for water in the basin — all of 
the needs of our water related environment. 


RESOURCES. The capa- 
bility of the available land 
and water resources has 
been fully examined for 
meeting the water needs. 
For example, both under- 
ground water sources as 
well as surface water 
impoundments were studied 
to meet the needs for 
municipal and industrial 
water supply. 


Local water supply, Lake Lemon, ind. 


SOLUTIONS TO WATER PROBLEMS. The study considers a wide 
variety of solutions to present and anticipated water problems in 


THE WABASH COMPREHENSIVE STUDY 


many alternative combinations. For example, it considers not only 
means for the augmentation of stream flows but also the more. 
important need for waste treatment at the source; it examines the 
requirements for the treatment of adjoining lands along with the 
treatment of the streams 
themselves; it identifies poten- 
tial reservoirs of various kinds 
and in . various combinations 
with channel improvements, 
ses} ] levees, floodwalls and flood 
- plain management measures. 


PARTICIPATION. All Federal, 
State and local agencies having 
responsibilities or interests in 
the water resources field have participated. The Coordinating 
Committee, made up of the agencies with major responsibilities, was 
organized at the outset to commient on and coordinate study matters. 


Recreational development at Mansfield Res. 


PLAN. Although the final report of the study will be concerned with 
both early-action and long-range requirements (through the year a 
the study procedure has required >, 
that, as early-action needs were 
identified, interim reports be 
submitted for consideration and 
action by Congress. Thus, while 
the study was designed primarily 
to meet future needs, progress in 
solving immediate problems has 
not been delayed pending 
completion of the entire study. 


Sewage treatment facilities, 
Anderson, Ind. 


The procedures used in 
carrying out the comprehensive study have been necessarily complex. 
They began with multi-discipline analyses to project economic trends 
forward to years 1980, 2000, and 2020 in order to identify, 
evaluate, and propose a water and land resource plan for meeting 
problems as they arise. Before final plan is reported, many alternative 
solutions will have been weighted by a matrix of objectives; the 
principle of these objectives is economic efficiency, regional 
development, environmental conservation and the overall social 
well-being of the people. 
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Wabash River 
Fisherman Talks 
About River Life | 
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By HOWARD STEVENS 
Tribune State Editor 


Ice was worst of all, hard, cold 
and tricky. 


“The only good thing I can | 


RIVERTON, Ind. — A third|"emember about ice is that a 
generation fisherman, Charles|dip in icy waters was supposed 
Eddie Oder was born on the|to cure the flu. I fel under the 


Wabash River and, if he has|ice 


one time and almost 


his way, he’ll die on the river. drowned, That was enough for 


“There’s no better place on 
earth. I’ve always loved the 
river. I always will,” Oder, 62 
swears, 

Although a lifetime spent on 
the river has twisted and torn 
Oder's tiny body, he professes 
nothing but admiration and awe 
of the river. “It is always on 
my mind — like a beautiful 
woman, 

“Im happiest on the river, 
When I’m away from it, I’m 
like a fish out of water. Pm 
miserable,” Oder confesses. 

Oder was born and reared 
among river people. His father 
died of lockjaw at 47, the vic- 
tim of a do-it-yourself lancing 
of an infected foot with a 
“belly” (pocket) knife. 

“My mother never tired of 
telling the story of how I was 
born during a tornado under 
the river bridge near Newport. 
The bridge is long gone, but 
Um still around.” 

Although Oder quit school at 
the end of the eighth grade, he 
still recalls how his teacher at 
the old Hook School rode the 
river steamer across the Wa- 
bash to get to her children. 

“I don't ever recall a time 
when she didn't show up for 
school. She was a determined 
soul,” Oder recalls. 

Mark Twain must have had 
Oder in mind when he wrote a 
famous line about river people 
enjoying “an occupation sur- 
passing the pride of kings.” 
Oder glows with pride when he 
talks about his life on the river. 

“Nothing tastes as good as a 
fresh water fish cooked over an 
open fire. Even an eel tastes 
good if you start it out in cold 


-~ lard,” the riverman allows. 


In the winter, life did not 


come easy on the river for Oder. 
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To keep warm, and, on oc- 
casion, to fight the ‘river devils’, 


’| Oder has been known to take a 


nip of corn whiskey. During a 
particular trying time when the 
fish refused his bait, 
swears he was visited by an 
unusual river creature, a beau- 
tiful mermaid. 


She slipped right into the bow 
of my boat, I can tell you she 
told me to change the type of 
fish hooks I was using and to 
move my boat into a new loca- 
tion. 

“T never caught so many fish 
in my life,” Oder recalls. 
| Other river happenings have 
¡also caught the colorful river- 
man's eye. 

“I once saw a man hung 
from the bridge at Terre Haute 
and I’ve seen lots of people 
jump from river bridges. I've 
also seen a monster of a fish 
which churned up the river wa- 
ter like a paddle-wheel boat 
near Newport. 

“Tve been bitten by gars and 
I’ve been poked by catfish. I 
have even taken men’s bodies 
from trout lines. That really 
shakes you up especially when 
you don’t know what did them 
in,” Oder suggests. 

In time’s past, the 
spoken riverman is called upon 
to locate dorwning victims due 
to his savy of the twists and 
turns of the wily river. River 
folks say Oder knows the river 


“The river and I work well 
together. I know its many 
moods and movements from 
Delphi to Evansville. It changes 
all the time, but I can feel its 
pulse like my own, It’s right 
here,” he says, pressing his 
Stubby fingers against his wrist. 


Oder, 


soft- 


bed like the palm of his hand. 


Oder, who now performs 


Pa tasks for Willard 


Nickel and his partner, remem- 
bers the time when a person 
could ride a riverboat to Clin- 
ton and back for 25 cents. He 
swears by the code of the river- 
man: “don't take the other fel- 
low’s property.” 

“Ive seen river boats with 
bullet holes in them because 
some fellow had sticky fingers. 
He might slip once but he never 
made the same mistake twice. 
A man learns to behave like a 
real gent on the river,” Oder 
relates. 

“I love the river. It gets to 


“Don't laugh! It’s the Ee Avo sorta grabs and holds 
on. 
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Valley Interstate Commission, 
told THE TRIBUNE Thursday. 

“This the beginning of na- 
vigation Terre Haute on the 
Wabash River,5” he said. “This 
is the first seed money to be 


spent on our port for South- 


western Indiana.” 
“This is the beginning of na- 


vigation to Terre Haute on the; 


Wabash River,” he said. “This 
is the first seed money to be 
spent on our port for South- 
western Indiana.” f 

While Whifcomb’s reference 
to the Southwest Indiana Ohio 
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VERE ee. for the Wa- 
h Valley in Gov. Edgar D. 
|Whitcomb’s budget message to 


at start the proposed Ohio 
¡River port just east of Mount 
Vernon, George Gettinger, ex- 
ecutive director of the Wabash 


River Port was only one para- 
graph long and appeared on 
page 10 of a 13-page message, 
Gettinger said it will have great 
influence on the Wabash Valley 
and Southwestern Indiana for 
years to come. 

The Governor's prepared re- 
marks in connection with the 
port were: -= 

“To improve the economy of 
Southern Indiana, I urge the 


mend the priation to the 
of approxi- 
imately $6 million. The Federal! 
lgovernment reimbursement to! 


of Indiana of $3,650,000 
is part of this total amount. If 
you accept this recommendation, 


On Page 6, Col. 1. 


Wabash Rive 
6 TERRE HAUTE TRIBUNE Thursday, Jan. 28, 1971 
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River Port 


Continued From Page One. i 


bash Valley to get action on the 
navigation proposal. | 

He noted that the Vigo County 
Chapter of the Wa 


"Y ` 

N. Thomas, chairman of the In- 
diana Port Commission, told. a 
group of leaders from Terre 
Haute and throughout South-|** 
western Indiana that the Wabash)” 
River, if it is made navigable, 
would provide a more direct 
route than the Ohio River from 
the proposed Mount Vernon port, 
to the Dunes Harber port on| 
Lake Michigan. AT 

At that time, Thomas said a 
feasibility. study conducted by 
Sverdrup and Parcel Associates, 
Inc., St. Louis, shows that the 
Mount Vernon port would be a 
means to lure more industry to 
the state. The money spent: 
building the port would be re- 
paid to the state with revenue 
resulting from the leasing of 
sites in the proposed 860-acre 
industrial park at Mount Ver- 
non. en) A a 

Gettinger, who said he was 
very pleased by the Governor’s 
support of the Southwestern In- 
diana port, said he is hopeful 
of continued rt from the 
Governor to e the Wabash 
River navigables f 

He pointed out that the Wa: 
bash River has en neglected 


for too long. “Out of the nine 
largest tributari Ohio 
River, we're arg- 


est.” he said. “Yet, we'r the 
only one without navigation. 
‘That just. shouldn't ‘be the 
case.” UC ARLE A 

Gettinger said he has been 
pleased by the inarease in pub- 
lic concern throughout the Wa- 
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A VG E hi, dey nave A 
an Economic Boost ' 


UI enti 
E | -Gettinger, a longtime support-|bility study recommended a 
p E o navigation on the Wabash. |1,110-acre site in that area. 


Engineers conducting the 
led ‘Yaw|tion. “To me this is the greatestistudy have estimated the rev- 
Governor Edgar|thing as far as navigation andlenues from the port will reach 
fe expected to|future development of anything|as high as $750,000 annually. 
mic boost to|that has happe to date. tt. e bill gives us a chanta 
the: ena a rÀ pena fi A k reiih in natural 
ey made possible through expendi- esources and means'the begini 
prapor tan -¿Svas| tures by the state it is the first Ehr, a vast industrial devel 
orizing the Indiana|real shot in the arm that this opment centered around our coal 
Port Commission to construct a¡part of the state from Clinton to reserves,’ Gettinger said. If the 
port or ports on the: Wabash|the mouth of the! river has re- ational, e is, provided 
River. It is a significant first|ceived since the: 1920's.” the Wabash would be navigable 
step in connecting the Ohio| whitcomb’s eae aD-(12 months out of the year, ac- 
ae h the Great Lakes and proves the construction of anjcording to him, a condition 
tying the lakes with the Port of i illi which is not possible. on the 
N w Orleans, according to|approximate $13.2 mittlonio eat Lakes. “They are bottle- 
George Gettinger, executive di-¡port, a" short distance down- necked by aes Osmate e0 
rector of the Wabash Valley In-¡stream from Evansville in the ee, idear Our. tem; 
terstate Commissioner. | 'Mt. Vernon area. Al1969 feast: [Los will permit year 
Jaround navigation.” 

Included in the governor’s| 
budget is $6 million which would) 
be used to begin the port con- 
struction. The budget has yet to) 
be approved by the legislature., 
“If Ahis budget is approved a! 
dream many have had since the 
»50's will come true. The Wabash 
is the second largest tributary 
of the Ohio and the only one 
large enough that isn’t navi- 

gable. AS we sit on the second 


Continued On Page 3, Col. 1. 


-r 


was elated by the governor’s ac- 


d. 
pportunities 
The engineering firm study- 


“ing the project predicted that 


` port develo 


ent will provide! 
several thousand job oppor- 
tunities over É 10-year period, 
encourage dustrial expan- 
sions and offer area industries 
low-cost freight shipments. 

Gettinger said the port will 
open the way to complete utili- 
zation of 55. 75 billion tons 
of coal reserves “vitally needed 
today,” the abundance of lime- 
stone, sand and gravel and 
other natural resources. 

He said it could mean a five 
or six per cent increase per 
bushel of grain produced by tha 
farmer with no additional pro- 
duction cost to him. ‘‘It is also 
a shot in the arm to the busi- 
nessman in the valley, giving 
an equal opportunity to com- 
pete with other parts of the 
eountry for the first. time.” 

Whitcomb also inked with 
his approval to a bill allowing 
economic development districte 
to receive grants from federal, 
state or local governments. 

It permits the West Central 


_ Indiana Economic Development 


* the counties it serves as part of 


District to accept money from 


«the local share of the budget, 


Le 


oe 


VIAN 


According to Jerry Dooley, 
— ae 


executiveddirector of the 
€ IEDD, the district had re- 
ceived 


lthese payments:so we’ could ni 


van, $2,000; Vermillion, $1,200| 
and. Parke, $1, The» fif 
county, Clay Courty, failed 
appropriate any money for the! 
current budget but granted a 
$1,900 emergency appropriation 
for last year's budget, accord- 
ing to Dooley. 

_The district was «made - pos- 
sible by trict t nomic Develop- 


Vigo appropriated $10,250; Sulli- 


assist the communities in the: 
five counties previously men.) 
tioned, to help them solve their 
problems, make applications for | 
federal funds and conduct eval: 
uations or feasibility studies of | 
projects. Water systems, 'sew- 
age plants, housing and indus 
trial developme e w of 


| 
‘the a to by- is- 
met A by a = 
of directors representing..each' 
sE De wea? 

_A third b sitned by the gov- 
ernor permits a new type où 
planning commission organiza- 
tion lo MEAS well as Dela-| 
mare. Elkhart and Madison! 
¡enunties. A : 
_ The bill increases the mini-| 
mum population requirement | 
for commissions having 12-, 
member boards from 104,000 to | 
112,000. The area served by the | 
Ses ee A 
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h facility. ` 
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t all places of amuse 
collect inspection fees. 


rize cities to enter 


tracts with counties 


thos bows a are ance within the cities. 
Fofvei r bone politi. Enable employes of' i 
eal party an that’ basis utilities in second class | ‘tie 
nieh violate the. federal and who .are over 40 and havana J 
fo eau pr constitutional provisicns | employed at least five years 
au ction wf the law.” ye : 


(à 
required ; 
rhe create Domestic « 
Ee Act. permitting 
judges to specialize in domes- 


lus at iv qualifie appoint profes- 
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For Wabash | 


| WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Wabash Valley is con- 
cerned about the lack of “urgently needed” new starts 
in the development of the water resources of the Wabash 
River Basin, George D. Gettinger Thursday told a U. S, 
House Subcommittee on Appropriations for Public 
Works in the House Office Building. : EA 
Gettinger, executive director of the Wabash Valley, 
Interstate Commission, and more than 100 member. 
of the Wabash Valley Association presented their annual 
testimony to both House and Senate Appropriation 
Committees. A can 
The association requested nearly $4.5 million for 
projects in Indiana and Illinois. 

= : s Some of the requests included: 
$420,000 to complete the West 
Terre Haute Levee» in Vigo 
County; $100,000 for completion 
of the Cross-Wabash Waterway 
Reconnaissance Study; $209,000 
for enlargement of the Island 
Levee system in Sullivan Coun- 
ty and $60.000 for completion 
cf pre-construction planning of 
the Niblack Levee pumps in 
Knox and Sullivan counties. 

Gettinger and Association 
members were accompanied by 
Congressman John Myers in 
their House appearance. Myers 
endorsed their requests. 

Gettinger told the House sub. 
committee Wabash Valley citi- 
zens are concerned. about Presi- 
ident Richard M. Nixon’s budget 


“4 


thi ar calling for only $2.4 
dí Ha 


imi ‘of federal funds in the 
Wabash Valley River Basin, 
compared to $16 million wile. 
cated in 1963 and $20.7 million! 


in 1966. 


~pElizens Concerned 

“We're really concerned.’’ 
Gettinger said. “We haven't had 
a new start in five years.” 

Gettinger said. “We encouxe 
you to appropriate | 
Corps of Engines s 
for projects, liste 


to stress the impor of 


fayette Lake O: i 
in the upper reaches “of the) 
Wabash, and the. Louisville! 
Lake located in Louisville, IE, 
on the Little Wabash. These 
projects are very meaningful to 
the early development program 
of the Wabash River Basin aná 
should be started immediately. 

“Big Pine Lake at Danville, 
I0., and Williamsport. Ind., is 
on the edge of the flat black 
land area and needs $500,000 to! 
become a moving project. — 1 
hope that you gentlemen can 
see fit to give us new starts in 
the development of the water 
resources of the Wabash River 
Basin.” : f 
T Gettinger pointed out the Wa- 
bash Valley Interstate Commis- 
sion, with headquarters in 
Terre Haute. was created by 
the legislatures of the states of 
¡Hinois and Indiana and ap- 
proved by Congress. 

He said, “The commission’s 


on the ba-: 


jyear 1963, with federal 


ver 7 d fun mounting to approxi- 
EN mately $16 million. This in- 


creased in the fiscal year 1966 
to $20.7 million, 


“In the President's Budget, 
this yar this figure has 
dropped back to $2.4 milliog. 
de g He haven't haa a ney hd A 

NIN ES. ive years, Yet, the abas 
e Wabash River|River Basin is the second largi 
est tributary of the Ohio River 
and the total funds allocated for 


Continued From Page One. 


nee wa 
a E. and development. 


_ “We in the Wabash River] “Yet in the Type 1 study of 
Basin are in the process of|the Ohio River Basin 40 per 
completing a Type II study pro-|per cent of the flood losses 
vided for by the Water Re-jprojects in this study occurred 
sources Council at the totaljin the Wabash River Basin, and, 
cost of $6 million of federallyet only 16 per cent of the land 
funds. “larea lies in the Wabash River 
“The states of Illinois and|Basin.” 
Indiana and the Wabash Valley} Gettinger noted that Gov. Ed- 
Association and Wabash Val-|gar D. Whitcomb of Indiana and 
ley Interstate Commission ac-!Gov. Richard Ogilvie of Hli- 
cepted this philosophy and these¡nois have endorsed and appro- 
ideas back in the year of 1961.|priated money to improve the 
“Tt was agreed at that time!low flow and quality water de- 
between the people of our area|velopment of the Wabash River 
and Gen. Cassidy of the Army) Basin. 
Corps of Engineers that this “Both also have endorsed’ 
program would not hamper or|the need of navigation on the 
stop construction that at: that|Wabash River to improve the 
time was in the process ofjeconomic development of this 
starting, namely the Monroe,|area, which has since the years 
Salamonie, Mississinewa  andlof 1920 been the Appalachia of 
the Huntington reservoirs- the Midwest,” Gettinger added. 
_ “Our construction began in) “So, gentlemen, you can un 


xo derstand readily why our peo- 


ple are concerned with a work 
program and why we who have 
honestly strived to develop the 
proper kind of attitude among 
eople and the need for total 
water resource development 
have a hard time explaining the 
L lack of new starts and construc- 
Ay tion at the present time,” he 

Aconcluded: Í 
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lone Wabash River as the fu- 

‘ture link between the Great 
* Lakes and the Chio River was 
‘the possibility sketched for 
*, members of the Wabash Valley 
$ Association Wednesday night. 
Speakers Joseph N. Thomas, 
: chairman of the Indiana Port 
Commission, and Dr. Earl Butz, 
vice president end dean of con- 
tinuing education at Purdue Uni- 
versity, shared their hopes of 
navigation on the Wabash dur- 
‘ing the annual dinner meeting of 
the WVA at Rose-Hulman Insti- 
tute’s Memorial Union. 

The river was described as the 
geatest potential transportation 
‘system in the midwest. Thomas 
said the go-ahead given recently 
by the Indiana General Assem- 
bly for the development of a port 
‘at Mount Vernon on the Ohio 
River makes the importance of 
the Wabash even more vital to 
the state’s transportation sys- 
4 tem. 
Y “It is estimated there are be- 
M tween 50 and 100 billion tons of 
‘coal under the ground between 

Danville, Ill., and the Ohio Riv- 

er,” Thomas said, “and I cannot 

think of a better way to ship it 
, than down the Wabash River.” 

© “Many people do not realize 
‘Indiana ranks ninth among the 
"50 states in exports. This status 
‘is «bound to improve with the 


‘Navigable Wabash 
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WABASH RIVER SUPPORTERS — Speakers at the Wabash 


Valley Association's annual 
dinner meeting Wednesday evening at the Rose-Hulman Institute of Techriology meet with rep- 
resentatives of area commissions interested in the development of navigation on the" 


River. From the left, George Gettinger, executive director of the Wabash Valley. 
Commission; Maynard Wheeler, president of the Vigo County Chapter of WVA, | 
speakers Joseph N. Thomas, chairman of the Indiana port Commission and Dr. É 
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vice president and dean of coutinuing education at Purdue University. Martin’ Photo. 
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‘recent positive advances made 
¡by the state of Indiana in the| 
| development of water transpor- 
“tation.” 
| Thomas cited the opening of 
Indiana” s first public port on the| 
¿Lake Michigan coast and the; 
*pronosed construction of the 
`] Southwind Maritime Center at! 
¿Mount Vernon as real steps for- 
Award in the development of In- 
“diana’s natural resources which 
'he called the richest in the na 
ition. 
| “This all costs money,” 
¿Thomas said, “but I look on the; 
- ¿development of ports and water-| 
ud ways as an investment, not anj 

= expenditure.” He pointed out 

Sthe new port on the northern 
{shoreline has already returned 
150 per cent of its total cost back 
¡to the state and will continue to 
_|pour taxes and other revenues 

alback into the state coffers. | 

E “It is-time the people of In-) 

diana realize they are sending! 

“dollars to Washington and re-| 

ceiving nickels in return, while 

1 some southern states send miek-| 

-lels to Washington and get dol- 

lars in return,””Thomas said. 

“The federal government 
poured more than $1 million! 
into the Arkansas River to: 
“(make it navigable and is pres- 

¡ A lently spending more than $138| 

¡|billion to thankless nations over-|' 

t|seas. It is time Washington! 

¡[started returning some of this 
i|money to the people of Indi-' 

“lana to develop their natural: 

"J waterways.” 

_| Dr. Butz, who served as assist- 
lant secretary of agriculture in 
‘the Eisenhower administration, 
¿cited lack of interest on the be- 
dhalf of Indiana residents: as a 

central problem in development! 

slof the river basin. “We have to: 
ask the officials that control fed- 
eral funds for the money; 31] hel 
said. “It doesn’t coma $ ithout 
lasking.” as EN 

More than 400 persons Ao mi 

“throughout the two - state Wa- 
i| bash Valley attended Wednes- 

¿iday's annual meeting that a 

¿|staged to bring all those in- 

‘|terested in the development of, 

the river together to make a 

Gjpotent force for progress. 

1| It was noted at the dinner afi 
‘|\fair about 100 members of the 

WVA will travel, to Washington; 

D.C., May 26, at their own ex- 

pense, to meet with legislators 

and other governmental officals 
involved in conservation, rivers 
and harbors. 

The trip has been an annual 
event for WVA since 1960. May- 
‘nard Wheeler, president of the 
«¡Vigo County chapter of the 
WVA, said these trips increase 
in importance each year be- 
cause government officials are 
impressed by people who are 
[serious enough about projects to. 
pay their own expenses for this! 

contact with the government. 


| 
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So) MOED RN 
Engineers Finish 
GIUI Iron 
Wabash Survey © 


After seven years of study, a| George Gettinger, executive! 
50-year master plan calling for|director of the Wabash Valley| 
|$2.5. billion in water resources! Interstate Commission, said it! 
development for the Wabash|is an excellent plan. “It shows 
River Basin has been completed.| what can be done if you get 

The master plan, completed|area, state and federal officials 
Tuesday, proposes numerous] down at the same table to study! 
water resources development|a problem,” Gettinger added. 
projects for the Wabash River| Gettinger said the master plan 
Basin, which includes approxi-| outlines the need to complete 


mately two-thirds of Indiana, d : ` } 
most of the southeastern portion a: dere a > Hi | 


of Illinois, and a segment of 
Ohio. f 


He identified some of the proj 
—— — |ects as completion of Big Pine 
Reservoir, located on Big Pine 
Creek above Williamsport; La- 
fayette Reservoir, located on 
Wildcat Creek above Lafayette; 
Lincoln Reservoir, located on 
the Embarrass River near 
Charleston, 111.; Patoka Reser- 
voir, located on the Patoka 
River above Jasper, and Clifty 
Creek Reservoir, located on 
Clifty Creek upstream from 
Columbus, Ind. 


Gettinger said the four major 
topics of the study are flood 


SeeiWABASH RIVER j 
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By JAMES DRESSLER 
Tribune Staff Writer 


A 50-year master plan calling for $2.5 billion inf 
i water resources development for the Wabash River} ' 
| Basin is off the drawing board after seven years off | 


| study, it “was “announced Tuesday. 7 


| George Gettinger, executive director of the Wabash f- 

_ Valley Interstate Commission, said it is an excellent) 
“It shows what can be done if you get area, state} 
'; and federal officials down at the same table to study ab 


plan. 


| problem, ” he said. . 
The master plan, which was completed Tuesday, 
| proposes numerous water resources development proj- 


l ects for the Wabash River Basin, which includes the}: 
pheariand of Indiana, a sprawlinig ‘chunk of Illinois and Ë 


e 2 Segment of Ohio. 


| Gettinger said the master? 
‘plan outlines the need to = 


jplete several projects in this 
area. se = 
Some of those projects in- 
clude: completion of Big Pinery 
Reservoir located on Big eel 
Creek above Williamsport; 
‘fayette Reservoir located 
Wildeat Creek above Lafaye 
Lincoln Reservoir, located “tnt 
‘the Embarrass River near 
Charleston, IN.; Patoka Reser- 
A voir, 


<Q (bus, Ind. 
“This study outlines problemé 


‘areas and sets a timetable for: 
igetting the job done,” Gettinger E” 


|said. 
< 
> ¡topics of the study include: 
| —Flood plain management. 
Environmental corridor 
(open space) control. 
—Soil conservation, 
—Structural development. 


Eighty-five small watersheds 

developments and .about 18 ma- 

e jor reservoirs. will be included|$ 
l in early action Plans, to be com- 


pleted by 198480: 
Park-like open spaces wili 
blanket the 16,000 miles of 
stream banks; reservoirs andi 
sewage treatment plants will be® 
built, and plains will be zoned 
e to prevent flood damage} 
E throughout the basin which® 
covers as Sl indiana. 


diana, Illinois and Ohio. It then 


k 


| protests 


located on the Patoka 

¡River above Jasper, and Clifty|E) 
a ¡Creek Reservoir located on Clif- 
y ¡ty Creek upstream from Colum- : 


Gettinger said that four major f= 


_ Jernors of the affected states, In- 


will be sent to Washington and 
the Nixon administration to sub- 


proposals. 


¡The 15-volume report by thep 
2 aus. Army Corps of Engineers 
3will be sent next month to gov-§ 


mit to Congress the first year 


A planning committee repre-& 
_ senting the three states and the 
¡federal government began the 


¡Study in 1963. Gettinger played af 


Continued on Page 2, Col. 2. 
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role in the Ulberátións of that 


Í 
} committee. 


The study was to have cos‘ f 


$3.6 million and been complete, 


l, 


= jby. 1969, but was delayed byff 
3 by environmentalists Ë 


Jand changes in plans. Resuli-[: 
ing increases in costs have noti 
been totaled, but may reach $8|% 


million. + dira 


Engineers said as the popula-É' 


¡tion doubles ju 
the 50-year period of the study 
water needs: will triple. They 


+ |said sewage treatment plans and 


dams will require a large per- 
centage of the funds. 

The engineers said some local 
governmental agencies are be- 


the’ basin during} 


hind in mapping zoning plans top! 


prevent building and landfills 
lfrom being located in flood 
plains. 

The master plan outlines $260 
million in expenditures for the 
West Fork of White River, 
which is the water supply source 
¡for Indianapolis, Anderson and 
Muncie. 

| The West Fork subbasin is 
one of eight subbasins in the 
plan. It accounts for 20 per cent 
of the Wabash drainage area. 
The first large Indianapolis 


~j\project would be expansion of 
Geist Reservoir with a larger 


¡dam on Fall Creek. 


E 


Making Wabash 


BY O- B. RIGGS 

Digging the big ditch to make 
the Wabash River navigable will 
be the greatest inland achieve- 
ment in the United States. If we 
bring this about, we must keep 
our vision clear, recognize our 
possibilities, and always remem- 

ber our objectives. 

Connecting Lake Michigan with 
the Gulf of Mexico, and the Pana- 
ma Canal will provide an inland 
Water way without dead ends. 
Without dead ends is what will 
make the Wabash unusuel, and 
the greatest’ in the world. The 
Wabash without dead ends will 
give us an outlet to Canada, to 
the Hudson Bay, and to the Arctic 
where big things are going on. 
At the other end we will have 
a way out to the Atlantic and the 
Pacific, and to such rivers as the 
Amazon in South America, 

We must begin our possibilities 
at once, because the pattern will 
be set when the first lock is 
built. 

“Digging The Big Ditch’ are 
misleading words, because in real- 
ity it is only 90 miles between 
the Wabash and Lake Michigan. 
Only a few miles of that will be 
anything like big and deep. Big- 
ger ditches are being dug every 
day in Suilivan County. 

Connecting the Wabash to Lake 
Michigan would be like child’s 
play for the strip mining en- 
gineers and the people who build 
the machines they use. Théir ex- 
perience and Army Engineer 
“know how” can solve that prob- 
lem. 

Digging the short 90 mile ditch 
can eliminate a bottle neck in 
a 3,000 mile inland water way 
capable of moving loads, which 
are too big and too heavy to be 
moved by land, rail or air. 

Moving assembled units of tug 
boats and barges on the Wabash, 
as big as any now on the lower 
Mississippi, aud as big as any 
that will be on the Mississippi in 
the next 100 years, must be done 
or we will be accused of short 
sightedness and lack of vision. 

Lake Michigan itself is a 200 
‘mile unit of this inland water way, 
already in operation. Experienced 

water way transportation people 
in the United States and Canada, 
with a lot of “Know How” are 
operating On the Great Lakes. 

They will not be thinking about 
TOY boats when they begin using 
the Wabash Warm Water Way. 
“WWWW’’, The 4 W Project. It 
must handle big loads. Those big 
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loads will not beat out chuck 
holes in the surface of the water 
way- Every time it rains and 
every time a boat goes through a 
lock the water way will be re- 
surfaced. The surface will last 
forever. 

Building the railroads a hund 
red years ago was a major deve- 
lopment. Railroad people knew 
railroads had to be built so cars 
and trains could be moved over 
all railroads. To accomplish this 
with water ways is a little more 
difficult, Naw we have a 100 years 

more experience and big equip- 
ment. We should have the vision 
to build the 4 W Project to handle 
bigger load units than any river 
now developed. Less than that 
will not be progress. 

If we build a bottleneck in the 
Wabash, we will be iaughed at 
in the future. It wouid be like 


building a four foot didniefer pipe 
line a 1,000 miles long, except for 
pipe one foot in diameter, 100 
miles long in the center, and ex- 
pect full capacity of a four foot 
line from one end to the other. 

The Wabash is not just a tri- 
butary of the Ohio and the Missi- 
ssippi- It must be a connecting 
link on the main line between 
the Gulf of Mexico and Hudson 


Bay, not a bottleneck. 
Discovering oil in Alaska pre- 
sented the problem of building a 
pipe line to move the vil and 
gas south. Solution is under way. 
Discovering a vast supply of 
gas in Northern Russia requires 
a bigger pipe line tu move it. 
West Germany is producing the 
pipe to build in Russia, a pipe 
line eight feet ın diameter. You 
could drive a Volkswagon through 
that line, When this pipe line is 
completed, Russia will have a 
spigot in the Arctic oj] and gas 
reserve with four times the capa- 
city of the four foot line proposed 
for Alaska. Russia docs not even 
have to pay for its pipe. When 
completed Russia will deliver gas 
to West Germany. West Gerniany 
will have gas to use and to sell 
to the Big 10 Community, and 
will check a little out of its 
gas bills from Russia to pay 
for the pipe. 
British Petroleum is moving for 
ward towards drilling 60 proven 


locations for oil off the north east 


coast of Scotland and expects pro- 
duction of 400,000 barrels per day 
from this development. and 


1,400,006 barrels per day from, 


the North Sea. 


Nakash “Rass 


assume that it would be a little 
Jater before 
water would freeze up solid. The” 
ship owners continued to use the 
St. Lawrence a week to 10 days 
after the rules indicated it was 
too late to enter the lakes. 

It takes both common sense 
and engineering to do things suc- 
cessfully. Either one without the 
other is not enough. 

Last year the water level in 
Lake Michigan was higher than 
it had been since back in the 
1800s. It is higher now than it 
was last year, If it gets much 
higher the waves will be pounding 
on the doors of homes and cot- 
tages around the lake. Then I 
presume we will be hearing about 
flood contre’ on the Great Lakes. 


Wouldn't that be a nice taxpayer 
Hamilton Brothers Petroleum 


bill? 


that much warmer _ ; 


Nayigable Is Top Priority 


nmunity Affairs File 


Corporation announced in Denver 
the last of June, that it com- 
pleted a prolific second well in 
the North Sea. It could produce 
28,000 barrels of oi] per day, but 
was choked down to flowing 3,000 
to 3,500 barrels per day. The Nor 
wegians have a giant North Sea 
field in production, and the Dan- 
ish and Dutch have each found 
oil in northern waters, Phillips 
Petroleum of the U. S. is very 
profitably producing oil in Norwe- 
gian waters. i 

So What? Except for Alaska all 
these spigots in the North Coun 
try, are on the Opposite side of 
the Globe from America. What 
about America? 

Hudson’s Bay Oil & Gas Co. is 
looking for oil in the Canadian 
Arctic. lt is mostly owned by Con- 
tinental Oil Co. Oil has been dis- 
covered on some islands Morth 
west of Hudson Bay, and off the 
coast of Iceland. Oil and gas is 
just part of the big Arctic busi- 
ness. We cannot build the Wabash 
link of this International Water 
Way soon enough to move big 
loads north and scuth, when the 
big loads are ready to move. 

Closing the St. Lawrence water 
way to traffic was attempted last 
fall on the regular date, by Cana- 
da and the United States, But 
ship owners insisted on using the 
St. Lawrence after the closing 
date. They were warned that they 
would enter the lakes at their 
own risk, and might get ice bound. 
The ship owners used a little 
common sense. They knew there 
Was more water in the lakes, 
than anytime before in this cen- 
tury, and that it was two degrees 
warmer than it was the year be- 
fore. It was common sense to 
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"The most sensible flood control' 
on Lake Michigan is to use that 
‘vast water supply to improveg 
‘transportation on the Wabash: 
. When we do this we will be using 
the Sun’s energy. The sun picks 
‘up that water and stores it 600 
¡feet above sea level in what is 
‘truly the Great Lakes. This pro- 
[vides tremendous power, capable 
| of raising millions of tons of north 
bound freight to the 600 foot level. 
This source of power will con- 
[tinue indefinitely. There is no pow- 
er more efficient than that. It 
will be just as easy to move ton- 
nage north on the Wabash, as it 
will be to move it south; not so 
with wheel or air transportation. 

A study has just been started) 
to study the feasability of electric) 
generating plants in space, using 
‘the Sun’s energy. $197,400 has 
been set aside for the first six 
¿months of the study. Let us begim| 
‘using the sun's energy, alreally 
transmitted to earth, with a gum- 
erous supply now stored in Lake 
‘Michigan, Lake Michigan is not 
going dry. 

Moving big loads such as pipe, 
bulldozers, tractors, trucks, ships, 
tow boats, barges, oil rigs, cot- 
ton. rice, corn, soybeans, cement 

rock, generaters, transformers, 
coal, oil, liquid natura! gas, drag 
lines and power shovels is a prob-, 
Jem our present transportation sys 
tem has not fully met. 

The Interstate Highway system, | 
‘our latest road development, was 
designed to keep big trucks. call- 
ed road hogs, off the system. The 
¡traffic lanes were built narrow 
to eliminate anything wider than, 
8 feet. Overpasses “ere set too. 
low for big items. We can expect. 
the Interstates to be crowded with 
automobiles in 19 years. Ten years 


is not long enough to complete 


t 


the Wabash, When completed it y 


will soon be crowded with barges) 
land tug boats. i 
| Now while the Army Engineers 
are getting started on the Wabash’ 
near *'Mourt Vernon, perhaps a 
contract should be let to the low- 
est and best bidder, to construct 
the short unit between the Wabash 
and Lake Michigan. Perhaps it 
‘could be done by the time the 
Army Engineers get that far north 
on the channel. Building water 
ways has been a slow process, 
There must be many ways to 
hasten the completion of the Wa- 
bash. The Canadians may have 
their end done fron: Lake Michi- 

an to Hudson Bay before we 

get our end done- 

Almost a half century ago, in 


= 


the 20s, Virginia Jenckes, Con-, 
gresswoman from Terre Haute | 
came to Vermilion County to see 


Jobn Harvey, a large land owner! 


near Newport about making the 
Wabash navigable. She had with 
her, the son of a former vice 
¡president of the United States, and 
'the father of Adlai Stevenson IL, 
and also her daughter. They de- 
cided to ask me as county agent 
of Vermillion County to call a) 
meeting at Newport, of people) 
interested in the Wabash. I sug-) 
‘gested that we might have wider 
appeal if the Vermillion County! 
Farm Bureau sent out the notice.) 
¡They asked me to work it our! 
with the Farm Bureau. The Farm. 
‘Bureau agreed. I got the notices| 
¡out for them. We had a big crowd! 
from all along the Wabash, We! 
¡organized a Wabash Improvement 
| Association, worked on it, but the} 
¡Army Engineers turned it down| 
|as not being feasible at that time.! 
‘It was probably never more feasi- | 
ible, because had it been done in 
¡the 30s, it would have tempered 
¡the depression, and the cost would | 
¡have been low. | 
| $900,000,600 is the estirmated cost 
of making the Wabash navigable. | 
How much is $900,000,000? 
Fol!owing are other estimated | 
costs by comparison. 
$936,000,000 is the second largest 
loan ever made to private busi- 
|ness. This loan was recently made | 
to the British Petroleum Co. for | 
drilling 60 oil wells in the North! 
Sea. This is more than the cost 
of the 4 W Project. $3,000,000,000 | 
is the lowest estimated cost a| 
have seen on builditig a four foot 
diameter pipe line across Alaska, 
three times the cost of the 4 W 
Project. 


$6,000,000,000 is the estimated 
Cost of that pipe line if it has 
lo come down across Canada in- 
stead of Alaska, six times the 
«cost of the 4 W Project. Oil com- , 
panies will pay for the pipe line, 
seven of them going together, if 
it comes across Alaska. 

$10,000,000,000 is the expected 
cost of a U. S. Government suh- 
sidized ship construction and re- 
modeling program now under way. 
This is ten times the cost of the 
4 W Project. The Governrnents 
43 per cent of the bill for build- 
ing these ships is more than four 
times the cost of the 4 W Project. . 
These are commercial ships. 
$1,900,000,090 is the cost of a new 
aircraft carrier just authorized by 
Congress. The above are recent. 
projects, just getting started. Pre- į 
sumably they are all important , 
projects, moving along with vary- | 
‘ing degrees of speed, i 


: 


The 4 W Project has the lowest 
¡price tag of any item on the 
¡above list. It wiil last longer than 
any one of them. When completed, 
it will help solve the United States 
declining balance of payments in 
‘foreign trade. It will help move 
food to the whole world. It will 
give the U. S. an improved im- 
age all over the world. Our ships 


y will be welcome everywhere when 
¡loaded with food, clothing, 


sup- 
plies, equipment, and many, 
many necessities of life, with 
few expeptions. These things 
will be coming from the great 
productive capacity, the Mid 
West, the interior of the United 
States. The Mid West will grow 
in stature, 
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Starting September 8 on all or parts of the program to 


Vincennes University’s 
educational Channel 22 at 7 
p.m., Vincennes time, is a 13 
week series on the Wabash 


help with the challenging task of 
educating the residents of the 
Wabash River Basin as to the 
unlimited potential this 33,100 


p 
WABASH BASIN STUDY DEBUTS ON TV 


River Basin Comprehensive 
Study wħich the Association 
considers an orderly approach 
to a balanced environment. 

Each week will present a 
different phase of the Study. 
Participants on the panel 
discussion program will change 
weekly. Following each 
program will be a seminar 
where local people may ask 
questions and learn exactly what 
the Study proposes for their 
area. 

It is hoped that other TV 
stations in the basin will show 


Scenic Rivers 
Hearings Sept. 18 
Marion, Illinois 


Marion High School, 3:00 p.m. 


square mile area really has. 
(See pictures and program 
schedule elsewhere in this 
issue.) 


Play Money 
Increasing 
Near Lakes 


TVA’s annual recreation 
survey shows more than $23 
million in recreation facilities 
and improvements were added 
at TVA lakes last year by 
various commercial 
enterprises, public agencies, 
and lake users. That brought the 
total investment in recreation 
development and equipment to 
$310 million, compared to $12] 


million ten years earlier. At’ 


some of the older projects. ‘the 
investment in recn eation 
facilities is about as ¡much or 
more than the original 
investment in building tle dam 


and reservoir. The rezreation 
benefits ofthese projects are in 
addition to the primary 
purposes . of flood  conirol, 
navigation, and power 
production for which TVA dams 


Saturday, September 18, 
hearings on HB- 2659, Ilinois 
Scenic Rivers, will be held. 

If you care what happens to 
the Embarras and Little Wabash 
Rivers, you should, ought, must 


WABASH VALLEY ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT Joe McGuire (in spite of the bandaged hand) 
presented Robert W. Kellum of Indianapolis with the Raindrop Award for his long-time efforts in 


Wabash Rive 


sin water resource development. Indiana Governor Edgar Whitcomb and WVA 


Board Chairman Frank Kirn participated in the ceremonies dedicating Huntington Lake on June 


19, 1971. 


be there! 


McGuire's Testimony On Channelization 


Iam Joe McGuire, President 
of the Wabash Valley 
Association, a voluntary, dues- 
paying, grassroots organization 
concerned about the 
environmental impact of 
uncontrolled water in the 33,100 
square miles of the Wabash 
River Basin. 

The Wabash Basin contains 
morethantwo-thirds of the land 
and over fifty percent of the 
people in the state of Indiana, 
one-sixth of the state of Illinois 
and a very small portion of 
northwestern Ohio. More than 
one-third (nearly $42 million) of 
the total annual flood damages in 
the Ohio River Basin occur in 
our portion — the Wabash. Our 
average annual rainfall of 40 
inches is most often a mixed 
blessing. It’s maldistribution in 
time and space creates many of 
the problems that continue to 
plagueus. Our first battle cry 
was Stop The Floods! 


Recognizing that uncontrolled, 


water could overwhelm us 
Congress, in its great wisdom, 
provided funds for a type II 
comprehensive study. Out of 
this study have come very 
sound, reasonable proposals for 
preserving and enhancing the 
environment of the Wabash 
River and its many tributaries. 

Among these proposals are 
good land treatment measures 
and improvement of stream 
channels. Over the years, 
governmental agencies involved 
in water resources have learned 
to design channels to reduce 
flooding and still retainas many 
of the natural features as 
possible. However, I doubt 
seriously if a truly ‘‘natural 
stream” can be found in our 
entire Wabash River Basin. Soil 
sediment, drainage tiles, 


municipal and industrial wastes 
have all contributed to their 
deterioration. Man-made 
problems can and must be 
solved by man-made solutions. 
The overwhelming needs of 
people compel us to use the best 
application of our knowledge. 
This knowledge has come from 
experts in their profession and 
ithas beentempered and guided 
bya close working relationship 
with people living in the area. 
Through our Association, local 
people have been actively 
involved in helping to find the 
best solution to local water 
management problems. 
Admittedly, stream channel 
improvement can be used or 
abused. I do not believe it 
possible to solve the water 
Management problems in the 
Wabash River Basin without 
channelization; and each project 
must be judged on its own 
merits. I am personally 
convinced that combined with 
other sound land treatment 
practices, stream 
channelization can make 
greater improvements in 
environmental quality and 
beauty than any other procedure 
known to us today. Unrestricted 
water movement over acres and 
acres of farm land, highways, 
streets, houses, buildings, and 
roads certainly makes no 
improvement in the 
environment. The gullied fields 
and silt deposits add no beauty to 
the land and the sediment in the 
streams is an expensive, 
polluting eyesore. Not only does 
channel improvement protect 
agricultural lands from 
flooding; but channel 
improvement also protects 
urban areas that were developed 
before we learned the meaning 


of ‘‘flood plain management’’. 
This is a proposition that we in 
the Wabash Basin have not 
learned as well as we should; but 
while living with the mistakes of 
the past, certainly we must 
learn to respect the limitation of 
the flood plains and restrain 
improper uses of them. 

Water is a moving resource. 
It calls for never-ending 
Management whether it be a 
small creek or a navigable 
stream. Through long years of 
neglect, we have allowed our 
historic Wabash to fill with silt 
andthe River that helped settle 
this nation now has difficulty 
floating a canoe during the dry 
seasons. Our failure to keep 
this channel open has 
contributedto flood damages in 
the billions of dollars. These 
damages we can calculate; bu”. 
the contribution an 
unchannelized major stream 
has made to ‘‘zero economic 
growth’’ in the heartland of 
America can best be imagined 
by those who live and work here 

We know we have the natural 
resources and potential for 
regional development like no 
other area of comparable size in 
our nation. We are convinced, 
beyond the shadow of a doubt, 
that channelization of the 
Wabash River would have the 
greatest beneficial impact of 
any single actionto our 
environment. Freedom from 
floods and the economic lift that 
follow such development are 
certainly worthy trade-offs for 
any flora, fauna or fish life that 
may be lost in the process. If 
our region is to assume its 
rightful place inthe mainstream 
ofour nations economy, then we 
must be able to offer more than 
elbow room. We must be able to 


providethe amenitiesof life that 
people in an affluent society 
have learned to expect. Fifty of 
our eighty-eight counties are 
well on the way to becoming 
Appalachia West because we 
have too long neglected the 
development of our abundant 
natural resources to their 
fullest potential. 

Channel improvement 
projects, properly planned and 
executed, can serve the needs of 
naturalists and developers alike 
if we each recognize that 
compromise is possible and 
necessary. Consideration must 
be given to all aspects of the 
problems, not just one 
particular phase. 

Ithank you for the privilege of 
appearing before this 
distinguished Committee. 


High Cost of Junk 


Litter and debris removed from 


along Illinois” 16,000 miles ot 
state maintained highways this 
spring ranged from a to z auto 


parts to a miniature plastic zc- 
bra. Included in the pickup was 
a dead horse, a crate of live 
chickens, assorted mattresses, 
bed springs, ice boxes, beer cans, 
pop bottles, spare tires, batterics 
and golf clubs. Public Works 
Director William F. Cellini said 
removal of such debris annually 
costs the state $3 million. HS 

DID YOU KNOW: 

At the rate of discharge of 
the Wabash River at Mt. 
Carmel, Illinois on March 30, 
1913, the River would have fil. 
led the two Indianapolis Water 
Supply reservoirs in a little 
over an hour. Monroe Resere 
voir would have taken a little 
longer - about 12 hours, 


and reservoirs were buil 
Wabash Valley Lakes are 
beginning to show similar 
benefits. The Wabash Valley 
Interstate Commission is now 
compiling supporting 
information that will be 
released soon. 


FAIR GO-ERS 
HABITS CHANGE 


Dale Burgess, Associated 
Press writer in Indianapolis, 
hada most encouraging 
comment about the behavior of 
fair patrons at the recent 
Indiana State Fair. 

“A sign of the times was the 
amazing sight of almost 
everybody dropping waste paper 
and other debris into an 
abundance of trash cans. 
Traditionally they’ve tossed it 
onthe ground. Nodoubt about it, 
the public is getting 
environment conscious, even at 
a public fun place.’’ 


Red Hills Park 
To Get New 
Ranger House 


Red Hills State Park, near 
Sumner, Illinois, will be one of 
seven State park and recreation 
areas to receive new Ranger 
residences according to Henry 
N. Barkhausen, Director of the 
Illinois Department of 
Conservation. 

Building of the three 
bedroom, single-level units will 
be financed through the 
releasing of $224,000 in General 
Revenue funds to the 
conservation department by 
Governor Richard B. Ogilvie. 

State officials did not 
estimatethe cost for each unit, 
but construction bids will be 
sought this fall. Conservation 
officers expect these homes to 
be completed by the summer of 
1972. 


WELCOME ABOARD NEW MEMBERS 


July 6-August 27, 1971 


EDGAR COUNTY 
Clifford L. Smith 
James Reimer 
Clinton Tribby 
K. Speer 

Art North 

Wyatt Adams 


KNOX COUNTY 


O'Donnell Supply Co., Inc. 


Town & Co. Map Service 


Brasseur’s South Side Phar- 


macy‘ 

Harold's Dixie Plaza 
James W. Boyer | 
Kentucky Fried Chicken 


PARKE 
Donald C. Pratt 


PUTNAM, 

Geo. S. Anthony 
Dan Detro 

Don Kiger 

Jewel Blue 

Richard Sunkel 

S. James Gram 
James R. Jones 
Mrs. Raph Taylor 
Jerry Calbert 

Tim Ruark 

Ralph West 

S&H Trash Disposal 
Roachdale Hardware 
Black Lumber Co. 
Melvin Mangus 
John Poor 

Hal Hickman 


Castle Implement Co., Inc. 


C.E. Shuee 

Vernon Abbott 

Sherman McKee, Jr. 
Gary Hanlon 

Isaac Skelton 

Todd's Ace Hardware, 
J.C. Penney Co., Inc. 


Pingleton Lumber Co., Inc. 


Stoner Insurance, Inc. 


VIGO COUNTY 

Wilbur Fields 

Hollis & Charley White 
Samuel A. Crandell 
George Albright 

John A. Kesler 

Burlin Armstrong 
Schuman Hunter 
William J. Brighton 


Inc. 


Modern Album of Indiana, Inc. 


Kenneth E. Hazledine 


Fort Harrison Savings Assoc. 


Esten Fuson Cadillac, Inc. 


Bauermeister-Hegeman, Inc. 


Doan T. Decker 


Terre Haute Savings Bank 


Roy W. Webb 


Braden Manufacturing Co., Inc. 


Guarantee Roofing Co., 
Jewell C. Burke 

Great Scot Super Markets 
W. Francis Porter 
Richard D. Cross 

Byron Walker 

B-A, Inc. 

Calfahan Funeral Home 


Inc. 


Central Fed. Savings & Loan 


Assn. 


Terre Haute Mutual Savings 


Assn. 


Indiana Savings, Loan & Bldg. 


Assn. 
Weston Paper & Mfg. Co. 
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CO-ORDINATORS MAKE FINAL PLANS- -Col. John Rhett, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Louisville; 
Dr. Isaac K. Beckes, president of Vincennes University; and Bill Beach, Area Extension Agent- 
Community Development, Vincennes, look over a preliminary draft of the Wabash River Basin 
Comprehensive Study, parts of which will be emphasized in a new 13-week series on WVUT-Channel 22. 
A grant under Title I of the Higher Education Act of 1965, for the project which totals $9,895 with the 
University’s proportion, has been made to help acquaint the public with the problems and suggested 
solutions contained in this Wabash Basin survey. Each man will participate in at least one of the hour 
long programs which will be aired live on Wednesday and repeated later beginning September 8. Video 
taping will permit use of the program in weekly seminars and by commercial television stations in the 


Pollution Control Outlook 


Wabash basin. 


Letter to the Editor: 

While I am not from the 
political Second District, I am 
writing all newspapers in the 
district to correct 
misinformation disseminated 
by Congressman Earl 
Landgrebe in a letter to all his 
constituents about our 
Mississinewa Reservoir 
located near Peru. 

Congressman Landgrebe is 
opposed to the construction of 
the Wildcat Reservoir near 
Lafayette. While I know nothing 
about the pros and cons of the 
project and the controversy, I 
deeply resent his making an 
inaccurate portrayal of the 
Mississinewa, using this to 
explain his opposition to the 
Wildcat. 

In his letter to constituents he 
used pictures, false 
insinuations and distortions 
about the Mississinewa’s 
operation. 

We have pointed out to him 
that the pictures and 
information are incorrect. We 
even took him on a tour of the 
reservoir. However, he refused 
our urgent request to correct 
the record. 

Associates of the 
congressman took pictures in 
April purporting to show l. a 
mud flat made out of silt, 2. a 
large mosquito breeding swamp 
and 3. a diving platform out of 
the water during a summer dry 
spell. 

In another distortion he 
attempted to draw out of context 
recreation limitations caused 
by raising and lowering the 
reservoir by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

He also made several 
assumptions which are his 
personal opinions, to which he is 
entitled. However, these 
assumptions are very much 
open to challenge. 

The congressman's pictures 
weretakenasthe reservoir was 
starting to be raised 25 feet to 
summer pool level. 

1. The ‘‘mud flat’ is actually a 
piece of natural terrain, not a 
deposit of silt. 2. The “swamp” 
atsummer pool is a fully filled 
and quite scenic bay. 3. The 
diving board is usable 
throughout the summer and is 

shut down only in rare 
instances. 


Raising and lowering the level 
ofthe lake once inthe spring and 
once inthe fall does not limit the 
use of the reservoir as the 
congressman tries to intimate. 
It is usable all year long. 

I was appalled when I first 
read his publication and I was 
dumbfounded that after being 
shown the true circumstances 
he would not correct the 
misinformation. 

In my opinion this is 
irresponsible and unethical. 

John R. Nixon 
Vice President 
Nixon Newspapers 
Peru, Indiana 


tiVils.-» ras y la ‘ 


May Not Be 


Those who believe that 
pollution control must be paid 
for out of lower corporate 
profits and higher consumer 
prices may find their thinking 
changed a bit by results of a 
study that is still continuing. 

The preliminary conclusion, 
a decided surprise even to its 
authors, is that companies 
ranked high in concern for the 
environment need not be less 
profitable and may in fact be 
financially stronger because of 
their concern. 

‘It was a conclusion 1 hadn't 
expected,’’ said John Marlin, an 
assistant professor of finance 
and economics at Baruch 
College here anda self- 
described believer in the free, 
competitive marketplace. “Pm 
excited,’’ he said. 

Marlin’s studies show that the 
most successful companies in 
the pulp and paper industry are 
the very ones ranked highest in 
protecting the air and water 
environment in which they 
operate. 

That ranking was made in a 
highly detailed report released 
several months ago by the 
Council on Economic 
Priorities, a Washington-based, 
nonprofit group that studies 
corporate behavior in areas of 
social concern. 

Joseph H. Bragdon Jr., an 
account executive with H.C. 
Wainwright & Co., a Boston 
securities firm, read the report 
and noted the correlation of 
profitability and high 
environmental ranking. 

He related his tentative 
findings to Marlin, a friend, who 
is now in the midst of completing 
the report, to be presented Oct. 
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So Bleak 


One result, he believes, is 
that the outlook for pollution 
control may not be as bleak as 
once thought. From the 
corporate point of view, he says, 
the emphasis has been on costs 
rather than benefits. 

And what are the benefits? 

The most likely fallout of a 
good environmental record may 
be in lower operating costs in 
areas such as labor, health 
insurance, maintenance, local 
taxes, legal fees, fines. 


Ky. Coal Rides 
13 Mile Belt To 
Ohio River Barges 


The value of water transe 
portation to industry is vividly 
illustrated by a unique project 
now being carried out in 
Kentucky where the world’s 
longest single flight conveyer is 
under construction. It will 
stretch 13 miles froma Peabody 
Coal Company coal field toa 
special barge dock on the Ohio 
River. 

Located on the site of what 
was formerly Camp Brecken- 
ridge, these high-speed cone 
veyor belts with transport 1,500 
tons of coal an hour to the waite 
ing barges of the American 
Commercial Barge Lines. Al5e 
barge tow, with a capacity of 
23,000 tons, will be loaded each 
day after production hits its 
peak. The conveyor belt system 
of transportation is being used 
because there are « nohighways 
or railroads to a suitable dock 
location. 
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lt Could Happen Here 


(Editor’s Note: The following is a news release 
from the Tennessee Valley Authority regarding its 
navigation operations during 1970. The benefits 
realized by the TVA area could be duplicated here 
when the Wabash River is once again made 
navigable. Financial and vocal support for the 
Wabash Valley Association will help to bring this 
about sooner.) 


The Tennessee River waterway saved shippers 
an estimated $51,400,000 in transportation costs 
for the barge freight it carried in 1970, TVA 
reports. This was more than six times as much as 
total 1970 Federal costs of the waterway of about 
$8,100,000. 

The savings estimate, anew record, has almost 
doubled since 1964. 


‘The direct benefit is to shippers, but in today’s 
economy this kind of saving tends to flow right on 
through to the consumer,’’ said M. |. Foster, 
director of TVA's navigation development 
program. “With competing industries and 
especially those who are up against rising costs, 
any saving to the manufacturer or shipper is likely 
to help consumer prices from rising as much as 
they would otherwise.’’ 


The savings figure is TVA's estimate of the 
difference between the actual transportation costs 
for freight carried on the barge channel and the 
higher cost required if the waterway had not been 
created. The agency said the 1970 savings figure 
was larger than waterway operating costs for the 
year by more than $43 million, representing a 
“rate of return’’ of nearly 18 percent on the 
Government’s investment in Tennessee River 
waterway improvements. 

TVA dams andllocks create a continuous channel 
for year-round use by modern river tows, 
extending 650 miles from the Ohio River through 
western Kentucky and Tennessee, northeast 
Mississippi, northern Alabama, and east 
Tennessee to Knoxville. 


Last year 78 percent of traffic on the Tennessee 
either came from or was destined for points 
outside the Tennessee Valley on the 2!-state 
Mississippi Valley-Gulf waterway system. That 
interregional traffic accounted for 97 percent of 
the estimated shipper savings. 

During the year a new system of water 
transportation using small! barges or lighters as 
containers served some of the Tennessee River 
foreign traffic. After loading at Tennessee River 
terminals, the lighters were towed to ocean ports 
and loaded on huge barge-carrying ships for 
destinations abroad. 


According to preliminary figures the Tennessee 
River waterway carried a record 25,375,000 tons 
of commercial freight in 1970, an increase of more 
than 100 percent in the past ten years. The 1970 
traffic moved an estimated 3.5 billion ton-miles, 
also a record. 

Estimates for the first five months of 1971 show 
traffic growth continuing this year, with a 12- 
percent increase in tonnage and |9-percent higher 
ton-mile total compared to the same period last 
year. 


Investment by private industry last year in new 
and expanded waterfront plants along the 
Tennessee River was estimated at about $49 
million. Thatwas less than in other recent years, 
reflecting a national slowdown, but was still enough 
to push the private investment total since 1933 over 
the $2 billion mark. Waterfront industria! growth 
in the past ten years accounted for over $1 billion of 
the total, and these industries now employ more 

_than 38,000 workers, TVA said. 
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RICHARDG. LUGAR, MAYOR OF INDIANAPOLIS AND THOMAS W. MOSES, Board Chairman an 
President of the Indianapolis Water Company were among the principals at the August 11 dedication of 
the Indianapolis Water Company Canal as an American Water Landmark by the American Water 
Works Association. A plaque mounted on Indiana Limestone was unveiled during the ceremony held on 
the West Plaza at the Indianapolis Museum of Art. Inscription on the plaque reads: ‘‘The Indiana 
Central Canal was intended to serve Central Indiana as a part of a statewide canal system. The 


THE INDIANA CENTRAL 


Indianapolis Division, completed in 1839, was the only segment used. Acquired by a predecessor of the 
Indianapolis Water Company, it was first used in water supply operations in1871 as a source of power 
for hydraulic pumps. Since 1904, it has linked White River to the purification and distribution facilities 
of the water company.’’ Other speakers were Leo Louis, Chairman of the Water Landmarks 
Committee of the AWWA; Dr. Thurston E. Larson, past president of the American Water Works 
Ass’n.; Clyde Spears, Chairman of the Indiana Section, AWWA; George S. Diener, chairman of the 
Indianapolis Sesquicentennial Committee and Edward B. Newill, vice president of the Indianapolis 


Museum of Art. 


THE EMBARRAS RIVER didn’t look too scenic for the tour 
September 20 by Illinois State Senator Terry L. Bruce and 
John Keith of Senator Cecil A. Partee’s staff. WVA members 
living along the river are well versed in the tribulations 
it causes and they made their suggestions on how the river later.” (former city councile 


could be controlled to the interested observers. 


We tend to value things by 
their cost; thus, free speech is 
not listened to because itis free; 
only when it is repressed and 
becomes costly, will people sac- 


rifice even their lives to listen 
to it, one banned radio programs 
and through underground leaf- 


Nation's First 
Ordinance Bans 
Throwaway Bottles 


The nation’s first ordinance 
banning the sale of throwaway 
bottles was passed in Bowie, 
Md., on July 20, 1970. Only 
returnable bottles of soft 
drinks, beer, and ale will be 
sold within city limits beginning 
this April. Testimony include 
ed such remarks as: “We're for 
a clean environment but thisis 
the wrong way to go about it.” 
(two local businessmen) “1 hope 
that other jurisdictions will fole 
low the lead of Bowie in passing 
such an ordinance. . .let’s 
deposit the no-deposit philoso- 
phy in the trash can.” (county 
planning commissioner) ‘The 
question is not whether we shall 
curb our convenience, but how 
drastically we shall do it, and 
when. I suggest that a little 
‘inconvenience now may well 
preclude a much greater one 


man) Representatives of seve 
eral national beverage and cone 
tainer manufacturers failed to 
convince council members to 
wait for industry to cope with 
its role inthe solid-waste situa. 
tion. 


CRORE RRR ERR EEE 
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MAN MADE CHANNELS IMPROVE THE ENVIRONMENT while 
being utilized for practical reasons if they are properly planned, 
constructed and maintained. What better example can be found than 
the Indianapolis Water Company Canal which helps form the setting 
for the beautiful Indianapolis Museum of Art? The canal was 
constructed in 1836 and was to have been a navigation link between 
the Wabash and Erie Canals. A financial panic hit Indiana in 1839 and 
the roof fell in on the project as well as the state treasurery. 
Determined never again to risk such monetary difficulties, in the 
1851 state constitution, legislators forbade Indiana’s going into debt. 


Humphrey Headlines 
National Waterways 


Such a decision set up reverberations still sounding 120 years later. 
The canal passed from State into private handsin 1851. After a long 
series of difficulties, in 1881, the canal and all other properties of 
the original company were purchased at a Sheriff’s sale for $2,425 
by a'group of businessmen who formed the Indianapolis Water 
Company. The canal continues to carry some two-thirds of the water 
supply to the city. Its headgates on White River are in Broad Ripple 
on the north side, where water is taken in and allowed to flow by 
gravity some five miles south to the intake of the White River 


Mt. Vernon 
Port Gets 
$1 Million 


Affairs. He will report on the 
growing “partnership” between 
the inland waterways and ocean 
shipping brought about by the 
development of such far- 
reaching innovations as barge- 
carrying ships, ‘‘mini’’ ships 
which can navigate both the 
rivers and high seas, and ocean- 
going tug and barge shipments. 


Another convention highlight 


St. Paul Meeting 


Former Vice President 
Hubert H. Humphrey and a top 
official of the U.S. Maritime 
Administration will headline a 
list of more than 20 participants 
in the forthcoming joint annual 
meeting of the National 
Waterways Conference, Inc., 
and the Upper Mississippi 
Waterway Association. 

The three-day session, 
scheduled September 14-16 at the 
St. Paul Hilton Hotel, will 
provide a detailed examination 
of the problems and challenges 
facing the Nation’s water 
transportation and water 
resource programs. Theme of 


the meeting will be: ‘‘America’s 
Waterways and The Good Life: A 
Dynamic Partership.”” 

The former Vice President, 
who is now chairman of the 
Senate Subcommittee on Rural 
Development, will address the 
closing luncheon. He is expected 
todiscuss the role which water 
resource programs can play in 
revitalizing rural areas and in 
promoting a better population 
and economic balance. 

The other principal speaker 
attheSt. Paul convention will be 
Robert J. Blackwell, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Maritime 


will be a panel discussion on the 
*“*Qutlook for Water Resources 
Development in the Seventies.” 
It will include an examination of 
the proposed new Federal water 
resource evaluation standards 
as well as consideration of the 
environmental impact of water 
projects, program priorities 
and funding levels. Two panel 
members known to many WVA 
members are Wesley K. Sasaki, 
deputy chief of thesNatural 
Resources Program Division, 
Office of Management and 
Budget in Washington, D.C. and 
George D. Gettinger, Executive 
Vice-President, Wabash Valley 
Interstate Commission. 


The Indiana State Budget 
Committee has released $1 
million in state funds to begin 
development of the proposed 
Ohio River port near Mount 
Vernon. Sen. Robert Orr, 
Evansville, and State Rep. Joel 
Deckard, Mount Vernon, 
announced August 12. 


Anadditional $1.4 million the 
state is due as a rebate on the 
Burns Harbor port has also been 
dedicated to the Southwestern 
Indiana port, but the funds have 
not yet been released. 

The release of the $1 million 
in state funds means the Indiana 
Port Commission can begin 
purchasing land. 


Myers Wants 
More Jobs In 
Rural America 


Indiana Congressman John 
Myers recently announced 
his introduction of the Rural 
Job Development Act designe 
ed to halt the annual migration 
of 500,000 residents of rural 
America to the nation’s cities. 

During a Lincoln Day ade 


dress in his home district 
Congressman Myers said his 
legislation provides tax ine 


centives to industry and busie 
ness which locate in counties 
of less than 50,000 population 
and where at least 15 percent 
of the families have annual 
incomes below $3,000. 

‘Creating job opportunities 
is perhaps the most important 
key to rural development. Rure 
al people are dedicated, inde» 
pendent, work-oriented people. 
They want jobs which will 
enable them to support a 
reasonable level of living for 
themselves and their families”, 
Myers said. 

The Republican Congressman 
said that because of the lack 
of economic opportunities, each 
year over 500,000 persons leave 
rural America to find jobs in 
urban areas. He said unless 
present trends are substante 
ially altered, 60 percent of 
our people will be squeezed 
into five small strips of land 
by the year 2000. 

“An obvious answer to rural 
migration and increasing ure 
ban ills is a rural develop» 
ment program which will 
create more economic, social 
and cultural opportunities and 
a better environment for rural 
America,” Myers said. 

‘Through a series of tax 
incentives, an accelerated dee 
preciation allowance and a 50- 
percent tax deduction on wages 
paid workers given onethe-job 
training, business and industry 
would be encouraged to located 
in rural communities,’’ Myers 
explained. ‘Once jobs are 
available, I am convinced we 
will halt the migration to the 
already overcrowded urban 
areas.” 


WVAers Tour 
Scenic Rivers 


Log jams much, much higher 
thana man's head were pointed 


out to Senator and Mrs. Terry 
Bruce, and John Keith of Senator 
Partee’s staff in the beds of the 
Embarras and Little Wabash 
Rivers on September 20, 21. 
Autos, trucks and planes, but 
no boats, were used by the 65 
people who toured the different 
areas. Spokesmen from the 
group told the visitors that such 
numerous drifts force the water 
out of the river bed causing 
floods in the rainy season and 
prevent boating of any sort inthe 
summer season. They 
expressed the desire that the 
streams be developed in 
harmony withthe Wabash River 
Basin Comprehensive Study 
which proposes limited channel 
work, removal of such 
obstructions in the stream and 
construction of the Louisville 
and Lincoln Reservoirsto store 
the water that causes nearly $7 
million average annual flood 


damage in these two river 
basins. 
Chester McCord of 


Newton stated, ‘‘Where farming 
is a major source of income, 
water management in every 
form must be utilized. Sound 
land treatment, controlled 
water and bank stabilization cut 
down on soil erosion thereby 
reducing sediment pollution in 
the rivers. By helping nature 
cope with the problems, the 
Little Wabash and Embarras 
can be made into streams that 
would be acceptable to the 
farmer land-owner as well as 
the recreationist.”” 
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pected t include a request for 
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‘Resolutions favoring waterway 
introduced in both Illinois houses 


By Dick Robinson 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Resolutions asking the U.S. Army 

` Corps of Engineers to update its 12- 

* year study on dredging the Wabash 

River to make it navigable were 

* introduced Wednesday in the Illinois 
- General Assembly. 


~ The resolutions introduced in the 
. House by Rep. Harry “Babe” 
, Woodyard, R-Chrisman, and in the 
» Senate by Sen. Terry Bruce, D- 


Kiss, 


ae are simile to the one which 
passed the Indiana General As- 
sembly last month. A 


The only opposition to the Indiana 
resolution came in a committee 
hearing when representatives of 
environmental groups spoke against 
any move to renew efforts to dredge 
the river. There was only token 
opposition in either chamber, and 
the resolutions passed. 


Woodyard, who is sold on the 
dredging plan, says there is no real 
opposition to the resolution, but on 
the other hand there is no support. 
Tllinois Gov. James Thompson and 
Indiana Gov. Robert Orr dicussed 
the Wabash River when they were 
together in November, Woodyard 
said. 


“Thompson is not publically com- 
mitted to it like Orr,’’ Woodyard 
said. 


“There is a problem in Mlinois,” 
Woodyard said, “‘but I think it is with 
the staff more than with the gov- 
ernor.” The problem is with the 
figures, and the governor’s staff 
wants better data, he said. The 
resolution requests and directs 


hich 
gures, 


engineers do certain thi 
would include new cost 
Woodyard said. 

The engineers’ stadt from the 
1970s had benefit-to-cost ratio of 96 
cents to $1. Those supporting the 
Indiana resolution are convinced an 
updated report would show benefits 
in excess of costs. 

“The benefit-to-cost ratio was not 
all that great,” Woodyard said, ““but 
I have my staff doing some new 
research.” New material which the 
legislative staff has turned up to date 
shows dredging would be good for 
farmers in eastern Illinois and the 
coal mines in southern Illinois, he 
Said. 

Other Illinois officials noncommit- 
tal on the project are Rep. Dan 
Crane, R-IIL, and state Sen. Max 
Coffey, Effingham. Woodyard is not 
optimistic about Crane. The con- 
gressman is opposed to reservoirs, 
which would be a major part of the 
project, Woodyard said. 

Woodyard said he intends to talk 
with Thompson about the resolution 
and what dredging could mean to the 
state. He believes that when the 
governor has more facts, he will lend 
his support. 


Engineers might look into 


By DAVID McCORMICK_ y 
Associated Press Writer 3/. ajed 
ula Aly Limes 


VANSVILLE — Twisting 
about 475 miles from northeast 
Indiana down the Illinois border to the 
Ohio River, the Wabash River is one 
of the largest non-navigable water- 
ways left in the nation. 

But there is a move afoot in both 
Tlinois and Indiana to change that. 

A resolution urging the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to take another 
look at taming the meandering 
Wabash recently passed the Indiana 
Legislature, and a companion 


measure will soon go before 


lawmakers in Illinois. 


“It's phenomenal what this could 
mean to the coal and grain in- 
dustries,” said Irvin Schenk, a retired 
farmer from Vincennes, Ind., who has 
lobbied the idea for more than two 
decades and thinks its time has finally 
come. 

“This is a natural, and there's no 
waste to it,” he said. “I think it’s got a 
lot going for it.” 


Opponents say the proposal is too 
expensive and environmentally un- 
desirable. 

It will cost an estimated $1 billion in 
dredging, damming and rebuilding to 


open the river to shipping for about 
200 miles from the Ohio River to Terre 
Haute, the stretch where it forms the 
Indiana-Illinois border. A study by the 
Corps completed in 1976 found the 
project would probably not create 
enough economic benefits in the area 
to pay for itself. 

But backers of the proposal say the 
increased size of the area’s grain and 
coal industries, along with the higher 
cost of truck and rail shipping, have 
changed the river’s profit picture. 

“We weren't exporting hardly any 
coal or grain when the last study was 
done,” said Schenk, who pointed out 
that it costs more to truck alfalfa an 
hour’s drive to Evansville than it does 
to barge it from Evansville to New 
Orleans. 

“Being able to ship by river would 
mean several cents per bushel to the 
farmer,” he said. “The whole point is 
to make this area more competitive in 
the world economy.” 

The Wabash was an important trade 
river well into the 19th Century, 
carrying commodities by small, 
shallow keelboats. But the narrow, 
constantly coiling river could not 
accomodate the bigger barges and 
push boats that replaced them. Now, 
only pleasure boats ply its waters. 

Farmers and officials from southern 
Indiana and Illinois have been asking 
the Corps to develop the Wabash for 


Wabash’ | 


way Añcira Fiie 


‘tamin 
lua bash River Sem 


years. Chuck Schumann, public af- 


fairs director for the Corps’ Louisville 
district, remembers it as a hot topic 
when he joined the agency in 1963. 

“Engineeringly, it is possible,” 
Schumann said. ‘Financially is where 
the problem started to arise. There is 
just not the market demand in the 
area to support the expense.” 

Another objection comes from those 
who want to see the Wabash left as it 
is, not deepened and straightened and 


opened to coal barges. 
State Sen. William Dunbar of Terre 
Haute, sponsor of the Indiana 


development resolution, said this was 
the main argument against the 
proposal heard at hearings in the state 


capito. `~ 

“They just don’t want to make any 
changes in what nature has presented 
us with,” said Dunbar, who thinks 
there are no serious environmental 
threats posed by opening the river. 


Dunbar said supporters have ob- 
tained the backing of area 
congressional delegates and are 
waiting for expected approval of the 
companion resolution in Illinois. At 
that point, he said, legislation could be 
introduced in Congress that would set 
aside money for a new navigation 
study by the Corps. 


“We think we have a good chance of 
getting it through,” Dunbar said. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE — Fhe follow- | bring this about, we must keepjger ditches are being dug every) 


ing is a speech prepared and giv- our 
len by O, B. Riggs at the .regular possibilities, and always remem- 


luncheon m€eting of the Sulliva 
¡Rotary Ciub, Tuesday, August I. 
Mr. Riggs is a retired farmer 
former Purdue faculty member 
and extension agent, and former 


manager af Meadowlark Farmis, ; 
who has long been involved in pro- | 
moting the Wabash Valley area. | 


The focal Rotary Club, at Mr. 
Rigg’s suggestion, agreed io under- 


| 


vision clear, recognize our|day in Sullivan County. 
Connecting the, Wabash to Lake. 
ber our objectives. Michigan would be like child's 
Connecting Lake Michigan with. play for the strip mining en-; 
the Gulf of Mexico, and the Pana-! gineers and the people who build 
ma Canal will provide an inland the machines they use- Their ex- 
Water way without dead ends. | perience and Army Engineer | 
Without dead ends is what will “know how” can solve that prob- | 
make the Wabash unusual, and lem. 
the greatest in the world. The) A CONNECTING LINK 
Wabash without dead ends will | NOT A BOTTLENECK 
give us an outlet to Canada, to| Digging the short 90 mile ditch 


the Hudson Bay, and to the Arctic 
where big things are going on. 
At the other end we will have 
a way out to the Atlantic and the 
Pacific, and to such rivers as the 
Amazon in South America, 

We must begin our possibilities 
at once, because the pattern will 
be set when the first lock is 
built. 

“Digging The Big Ditch” are 
misleading words, because in real- 
ity it is only 90 miles between 
the Wabash River navigable will |the Wabash and Lake Michigan. 
be the greatest inland achieve-| Only a few miles of that will be 
ment in the United States, If we! anything like big and deep. Big- 


take the following proposal as 

a club project. E 

. The Times, which is publishing | 
the proposal in full in an effort to. 
inform our readers, strongly urges 
elected officials, civic organiza- 
lions, businesses, farmers, and in- 

terested individual to support 

this reject which is so import- 

ant to Sullivan County’s future. 


BY O. B. RIGGS 
Digging the big ditch to make 


can eliminate a bottle neck in 
a 3,000 mile inland water way 
capable of moving loads, which 
are too big and too heavy to be 
moved by land, rail or air. | 
Moving assembled units of tug: 
boats and barges on the Wabash, | 
as big as any nOw on the lower 
Mississippi, aud as big as any 
that will be on the Mississippi in 
the next 100 years, must be done, 
Or We will be accused of short 
sightedness and lack of vision. — 
Lake Michigan itself is a 200) 
mile unit of this inland water way, | 
already in operation. Experienced | 


J Ure") PIETER By 

water way transportation péople will not be progress. 
in the United States and AA If we build a bottleneck in the 
With a lol of “Know How” are Wabash. we will be laughed at 
operating On the Great Lakes, in “the future. It wouid, be like 
They will not be thinking about building a four foot diameter pipe 
TOY boats when they begin using line a 1,000 miles long, except for 
the Wabash Warm Water Way. | | pipe one foot in diameter, 100 
“WWWW”, The 4 W Project. It | miles long in the center, and ex- 
must handle big loads. Those big pect full capacity of a four foot 
loads will not beat out chuck line from one end to the other. 
holes in the surface of the water The Wabash is not just a tri- 
way- Every time it rains and butary of the Ohio and the Missi- 
every time a boat goes through a ssippi- 
lock the water way will be re- link on the main line between 
surfaced. The surface will last the Gulf of Mexico and Hudson 
forever. Bay, not a bottleneck. 

Building the railroads a hund BIG ARCTIC DEVELOPMENT 
red years ago was a major deve-: Discovering oil in Alaska pre- 
lopment. Railroad people knew | sented the problem of building a 
railroads had to be built so cars pipe line to move the vil and 
and trains could be moved over gas south. Solution is under way. | 
ail railroads. To accomplish this; * Discovering a vast supply of 
¡with water ways is a little more gas in Northern Russia requires | 
difficult, Now we have a 100 years a bigger pipe line tu move it. 

more experience and big equip- West Germany is producing the 
ment. We should have the vision pipe to build in Russia, a pipe 
to build the 4 W Project to handle | Jine eight feet in diameter. You 
bigger load units than any river| could drive a Volkswagon through 
now developed. Less than that’ that line, When this pipe line is! 


war re 


It must be a connecting |, 


completed, Russia will have a 
spigot in the Arctic oil and gas | 
reserve with four times the capa- 
city of the four foot line proposed 
for Alaska. Russia docs not even 
have to pay for its pipe. When 
completed Russia will deliver gas 
to West Germany. West Germany 
will have gas to use and to sell | 
to the Big 10 Community, and 
will check a little out of its 
gas bills from Russia to pay 
for the pipe. 

British Petroleum is moving for | 
ward towards drilling 60 proven 
locations for oil off the north east 
coast of Scotland and expects pro- 
duction of 400,000 barrels per day 
from this development, and 
1,400,006 barrels per day from! 
the North Sea. 

Hamilton Brothers Petroleum 
Corporation ann0unced in Denver 


tthe last of June, that it com-, 


pleted a prolific second well in 
the North Sea. It could produce 
28,000 barrels of oil per day, but; 


(Continued on page 2, Col. 3.) 
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Juk Aa 
State Hearing 
At Vincennes 
On Waterway 


MAR 2919 
A public hearing on the proj 
posed Cross Wabash Valley Wa: 
terway will be conducted at 7:30 
p.m. April 23 in Vincennes, i 
was announced Thursday by the 
: U.S. Army Corps of Engine 
Maynard C. Wheeler, presi 
dent of the Vigo County Chapt 
of the Wabash Valley Associa 
tion, and George Gettinger, ex: 
ecutive director of the Wabash 
Valley Interstate Commission 
are expected to head a deleg 
«tion from Vigo. County at th 
hearing. j tes 
The session will be held in th 
Robert E. Green Auditorium 
the campus of Vincennes Uni 
versity. ra 
| ' The purpose of the meeti 
will be to present informati 
on the nature and extent of th 
considered projects, to clearl 
define conclusions result 
ing from recent reconnaissance 
investigations and to explain 
recommended future actions, 


Col. Charles J. Fiala, distr’ -t 
ergineer of the Corps of Engl- 
neers, says it should be clearly 
understood that the reconnais- 
«from market), and now I’m try- 
ing to pass the word down oyr 


Continued On Page 2, Col. 4. 


sociation, Thursday said studies to Be econsmieally feasible. o 
by the Corps of EndZineers indi- 
cate that development of a wa- 


Mrs. McKelfresh said: 
t “New industries, expansion of|the first step in restoring the 
terway in the lower reach oflexisting industries and related/Wabash River to its origina] use 


Waterway 


Continued From Page One. 5 
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sance studies have been con: 
ducted in the following» two; : 
parts: ¿e q i ES 

—A waterway from the Ohio > 


River to the Great Lakes via Y 

the Wabash River and adjacent > 

streams. > 
—A waterway from the Ohio 

River to Mt. Carmel, IH., via 

the Wabash River. i d = 
“The conclusions of the recon- Ð 

naissance studies with respect i 

to those two considerations dif- M 

fer greatly." he said. < 


Fiala said final selection of a 
waterway plan from the Ohio 
River to Mt. Carmel, Ii., for > 
recommendation to higher au- y 
thority will be made only after 
ful consideration is given to hy 
the views of responsible agen- o 
cies, groups and citizens. e 

Jackie McKelfresh, adminis- Z 
trator of the Wabash Valley As- = 


— 


Researchers have discovered 
that virus infections can, pe car- 
ried from ene fabric to another 
and live for long periods of 


prertunity.  * 
“Such development could be 


the Wabash River from  the|services, and general economic as an arte: i ni 
We , — ry of commercejtime. But hot water washing to 
Ohio River north to the southern|growth always follow waterwayland trade as well as a scenic,|clothing tends to help eliminat 


the problem. . 


¡tip of Knox County now appears navigation if people seize the stable stream.” 


A Navig able Wabash 


AE e Affairs File 
v T What would a navigable Wabash River mean 
mi the Terre Haute area? 


Dw 


D One local leader, who has seen the impact of 
“navigable ‘waterways on other areas, says it would 
“a really revive this part of Indiana. 
y Instead of having a 70.000-plus population in 
lì Terre Haute and 100,000-plus total population in 
il Vigo County, it's predicted the Terre Haute area 
= would skyrocket into. a community oí at least 


250 000 population once a navigable waterway 


$ moved into full operation. Many economic benefits 
also would come to the area. 


While the big push for a navigable waterway 
‘is coming from Terre Haute leaders, there also is 
a lot of support for it down the Wabash River. | 


For example, the Vincennes Sun-Commercial 
- newspaper recently published the following edi- 
torial about the need for a navigable Wabash 
e River in terms of the demand for energy, which 
~ we believe will be of interest to you. 
$ It said: 
The Hered for energy may result in naviga- 
tion on the Wabash River as a matter of necessity. 
There is every likelihood that coal from mines 
in Indiana and Illinois would be moving today on 
the Wabash if the stream had been made navigable. 
In addition to the coal, grain from the commer- 
cially producing farms along the river probably. 
would be Moving to the large world market now 
being created for ATACAN agricultural commodi- 
‘ties. ái 


ht 
n. 


There is an ernal national demand for 
energy, in the form of fuel to generate electrical 
‘power, and an external international demand for 
food which supplies energy for every human being. 

The land along the Wabash produces hundreds 
and thousands of units of energy in the form of 

‘ wheat, corn and soybeans. The strata lying under 

the rich farmland contains millions of tons of coal 

i a which can be converted into power to supply the 

ever growing. wants of American citizens. Both coal 

{ and agricultural products are especially adaptable 
to shipment by water. 


One reason why the Wabash River does not. 


carry tugs and tows today is that the Corps of En- 
gineers has not found a waterway to be econom- 
ically justified. In order to prove that the public 
money would be wisely spent on such a project 
it is necessary to create two sets of facts, one 


showin g how “much it might cost to d o dredge, 


Straighten and st stabilize the Wabash and another 
to show that enough. commerce would move on. on the 
river to pay back the cost of _original im nal improve- 


ments. Both groups of ~ figures, in other in- 


stances; have been. ill-educated guesses in the past 


—a sort of blanket veil to provide an illusion of 
economic soundness. So far, no one has been able 
to work out the “right” kind of numbers to get 


work started on the Wabash. 


No one in the Corps of Engineers or in Con= 
gress could have foreseen the cost of improving | 
the Ohio River for navigation or the profit derived | 
from the benefits. The cost exceeded the mast 
liberal original estimates. The benefits have run 
beyond the imagination of the wildest dreamer 
who believed water-borne commerce would help the 
Ohio valley economically. | 

Does anyone know what value a ton of coal 
will be 20 years from now? You can guess the 
value in diplomatic terms of wheat delivered | 
from the Wabash to the Black Sea ports of Russia. 

The persistent demand for energy, sooner or | 
later, will force a negligent Congress to create the 
waterway and will tap the reserve deposits under- 
ground and grain in the soil along the Wabash 
River. 

Navigation on the Wabash has become one 


of the major domestic programs for early congres- 
sional action. 5 = OY 
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Next step erit 


TsFEB1 7 1984 


By Dick Robinson 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


INDIANAPOLIS — The next step 
in the long process necessary to have 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
upda.. a feasibility study to make 
the Wabash River navigable is 
critical, but does not rest with 
Hoosiers. 

Sen. William Dunbar, R-Terre 
Haute, said late Friday the coopera- 
tion of tl.. Illinois General Assembly 
is crucial. Earlier in the day, Dunbar 
made the first move to see if Illinois 
legislators would follow Indiana’s 
lead and add their support to a 
request to update the feasibility 
study. 

A resolution requesting the 
engineers take a new look at an earlv 


1970s report was approved Monday 
by the Indiana General Assembly. 

Dunbar mailed a letter Friday to 
Illinois Rep. Harry ‘‘Babe’’ 
Woodyard, R-Chrisman. Woodyard 
was asked to sponsor a resolution to 
update the feasibility study in the 
Illinois House of Representatives 
and to find another legislator to 
introduce a similar measure in the 
Illinois Senate. 

In his letter, Dunbar wrote: “This 
study is, in my opinion, vital to all 
surrounding river basin’ com- 
munities in terms of the direct 
economic benefits that would result 
from the use of the Wabash River for 
barges and the long-term advantages 
of this additional commercial traf- 
fic.” 

Woodvard has shown an interest in 


Cornmunipy RETA File 


tical for river study 


developing the river for commerical 
purposes. 

While overtures are being made to 
Hlinois, contact is being made with 
the Indiana congressional delegation 
in Washington. 

Rep. John Myers, R-Ind., told 
Dunbar he was optimistic about the 
project. Sen. Dan Quayle, R-Ind., 
was not as enthusiastic as Myers, 
according to Dunbar. Sen. Richard 
Lugar, R-Ind., has not”been con- 
tacted, but Dunbar i is attempting to 
get an appointment. 

The Illinois Legislature will be in 
session in March, and Dunbar 
believes if there is quick action on 
the suggested resolutions, similar to 
the one passed in Indiana, the 
engineers could be considering the 
request in early summer. 
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abash Kwtr Y APR 24 1973 | 
By MARY ANNE PIERCE ¡were a she oe tol 
E b E ‘ecology. and possible dispiace- | 
PANAS: Writer ¡ment of families living along | 
VINCENNES, Ind. (Special)':he river. i 
-Economy versus ecology*was! Ą strong proponent of river 
he argument presented Monday! navigation was Maynard Wheel- 
ight at a hearing called by the! er, president of the Vigo County 
\rmy Corps of Engineers ta Chapter of the Wabash Valley 
liscuss the feasibility of making! Association and retired chair- 
ne Wabash River navigable. |man of the board and chief 
A crowd of nearly 2,000 per-|executive officer of Commercial! 
ons, including many repre-|Solvents Corporation. In addi-| 
‘nting Terre Haute and Vigojtion to his own support of the: 
‘ounty, jammed into the Green|project, Wheeler read into the; 
vuditorium at Vincennes Um-|hearing record, statements from: 
ersity for the hearing. Nearly|the Terre Haute City Council, ! 
nree-fourths of the 56 persons|Vigo County Council. county} 
wesenting their cases to Col.¡commissioners, Mayor William] 
charles J. Fiala, chairman,|J .Brighton and other govern-i 
poke in favor of the project|mental agencies. wf 
o make shipping via the river} “Whether we like it or not,”} 
aute possible. Wheeler told the engineers, “an 
Most proporents carried the| energy crisis is facing this great! 
miginal plan — a further study! country of ours. Every nation 
Y establishing a shipping chan.|that has had major development 
el on the Wabash from itsi has been able to do so because 
nouth near Evansville to Mi. they had a source of energy! 
‘armel, Ill. — a steg further available. All Western cal 
couraging extension’ of chan. nations, Japan and the United 
wiization north to at lease, States, until a few years ago, 
a ute! pa coal available’for its major. 
Persons opposed to the plan Source of energy. Western 
Europe and Japan have, from 
i all practical purposes, depleted; 
their coal supply. They are in, 
direct competition with us fori 
availabie oil and gas for en- 

ergy.” 

He urged the corps to re-es- 
tablish navigation on the Wabash 
to allow use of the vast coall 
reserves lying untouched in the! 
Wabash Valley area. 

“If navigation is re-estab4 
lished. the lower rates for haul- 
ing coal will make it financial} 
‘feasible to start taking advan- 
tage of our vast coal reserves. 
Without water transportation, it 
¡just hasn't been possible to mine 
¡much of our reserves in the 
past. Faced now with the energy 
crisis, it’s a new ball game and 
we need to bake positive steps} 
right now to start fulfilling our 
inereasing need for coal. espe 
cially our low sulphur coal.” 

To Terre Haute, Wheeler said 
extension of the project north 
ward would mean more jobs. 
added: industry and increased 
recreational develophment. 

George Gettinger. executive: 
director of the Wabash Vallev. 
Interstate Commission. shared 
Wheeler’s views on the current 
energy crisis and the need to 
free Wabash Vailey’s unmined 
coal reserves. He estimated 100 
billion tons of coal can only be 
made available by inland water- 
way development. He also added 
the problem of land locked! 
bushels of sovbeans and corn| 
because of the lack of transpor- 
tatian facilities. | 


¡rector of Agriculture; 


“Ds time that the governors, 
[Ste representatives. the mem- 
| bers of the U.S. Senate recog- 
‘nize that the need of water 
transportation is here. It is also 


\time that each of us recognize] 


phat our whole future depends| 


on the development of this in- 
land walerway ... Let us quit 
l asking the question is it feasible 
¡because we all know it is 
‘needed and let's get on with the 
work 
River to navigation .. .” 

Jack Ragle, president of 
Graham Grain Company. gav> 
a’ businessman's view of what a 
navigable waterway can do for 
the economy. According to his 
statement. at a time when the 
government is asking farmers 
to produce as much grain as! 
possible. railroads and other’ 
‘modes of transportation are at 
la point where they are running 
‘over capacity. 
| “In terms of grain transpor- 
‘tation, there's just no way the 
¡railroads can handle more 
| grain. This points to our severe 
need for water transportation. 
¡which would solve our problem. 
', . - Pm in the grain business) 
¡and I’ve been around this great) 
country of ours. I know what! 
navigable streams have done 
for other areas and I believe; 
¡I have a good idea of what it! 
could do for us in the Wabash: 
i Valley.” | 

Ragle said past experience; 
has shown that areas with river, 
ports realize increased rail and 
trucking industries as well, 
| Terre Haute First National 
¡Bank president Donald E. Smith 
lused Oklahoma ánd Arkansas 
as examples of what is possible 
if a river becomes navigable. 

, “Over here in the Wabash 
‘Valley, we've been watching 
igood things happen in Arkansas 
¡and Oklahoma and other states 
‘who have navigable streams. 
¡Now we're ready for something 
¡to happen here.” 

' Smith told the corps he he- 
lieves a navigable stream will 


and industrial development, pro- 
viding hundreds of additional 
jobs for our people.” He shared 
the views of others Who snoke 
¡of added reoreational, farming 
and energy benefits if the proj- 
ect becomes a reality. 

Others presenting favorable 
¡statements were the Indiana 
Statewide Rual Electric Co- 
operative Inc.. former Hoosier 
Governor Matthew YE. Welsh, 
‘Robert J. Williams, Illinois Di- 
Indiana 
¡State Senator, Wilfrid J. 


iman. Sycamore Trails Resource 


¡Area: State Representative 


¡Frances Gaylord; U.S. Congress 


Birch Bayh. Terre Haute Area 


¡Chamber of Commerce and Sul-| 


luvan Co. Rual Electric Member- 
iship Corp. 


and open the Wabash! 


“be an economic blessing to our} 
area. It would promote growth| 


¡Ullrich: Donald E. Foltz, chair-| 


¡Conservation and Development| 


¿man John Myers, U.S. Senator | 


Groups speaking ir oppo- 
sition to the plan were the Sierra 
Club, the National Audubon 
Society, the. Izaak Walton 
League and the National Wild- 
¡life Federation. 

The Corps of Engineers will 
‘accept written statements on the 
project until May 25 and will 
make a decision after that date. 
If all studies prove the project 
feasible, construction is ex- 
nected to begin in about four 
vears. 
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Certification s 


Raymond A. Feiler, superin- 
tendent of Hulman Field, an- 
nounced Wednesday the munici- 


pal airport has been certified! ` 


by the Federal Aviation Admin- 
‘istration (FAA). 

During a morning news cor- 
ference, Feller also announced 
application for a federal grant 
in the amount of $160,000. The 
bulk of the $113,000, the superin- 
tendent said, will be used for 
runway surface treatment while 
other amounts include $8,000 
for a small firehouse, 514.000 
for a fire truck and $25,000 for 
air easement rights. 

Feller said that approval or 


disapproval of the federal grant}- 


should be announced within the 
next 30 to 60 days. 

Richard Duckworth, with the 
airport certification division of 
the FAA, attended the news con- 
ference and said that new FAA 
rules require airlines to use only 
certificated airports. He- said 
the FAA of the Department of 
Transportation has adopted a 
rule prohibiting U.S. domestic 
and flag air carriers from op- 
erating into an airport in the 
United States after May 20 un- 
less that airport has been cer- 
tificated by FAA under its new 
airport certification rules. 

The airpurt certification re- 
quirements are intended to en- 
sure that an airport is ade- 
quately equipped to provide 
safe transportation with respect 
to the installation, operation 
and maintenance of airport 
Navigational facilities, fire 
fighting and rescue equipment, 
obstruction marking and, light- 
ing, reduction of bird hazards, 
and other safety requirements, 
Duckworth said. 

Feiler said the airport is also 
required to have an FAA ap- 
proved airport operations man- 
ual which was recently com- 
pleted. 

The airport superintendent 
said that Hulman Field is pres- 
ently the only air field in the 
Wabash Valley equipped to 
handle certificated carriers. 


Richardson T.+ 
To Interview 
Three Key Men 


By JOHN CHADWICK 


WASHINGTON. (AP) — Atty. 
Gen.-designate Elliot Richard- 
son planned to interview pros- 


hs $ 


ayor Asks | 
oneress to 
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| Community Affairs FI 
| Terre- Haute Mayor William 

1J. Brighton Tuesday told a 
House subcommittee that Con- 
gress could help alleviate. the 
present energy crisis if they are 
| willing to put more money into 
developing the Wabash River 
as a navigable waterway. 


ese ER: 
MORNIN’ JUDGE” 


THOMAS F. DAVIS; 34, Mans- 
field, Ohio. Public intoxication,} 
fined $35 «and sentenced .to. 10 


KE - | converting- the vast eoal re- 
MARY E. TODD, 69, Brazil,|sources of the Wabash Valley 
Ind. Ran red light, fined $29. ¿finto . more. sophisticated fuel 


- forms. 

LARRY L. PELTIER, 27, The mayor is a member of a 
Dugger. Ind. No safety Sticker delegation cluding severa} 
fined $14. _ |}members of the Wabash Valley 
== = || Association ‘in. Washington for 
JAMES L. HEATH, 35, 201 Ni two days of testimony before 
34th St. Expired operator's: li the House and Senate.. The 
cense. fined $14. No safety a group testified Tuesday before 
er, fined $14. the House Subcommittee on 


SANDRA L. KESTER, 34, i Appropriations for’ Public 


F É es 

Brookside D apepre registra: o te 
pp inediti -\|scheduled to appear before a 
SANDRA R. KIRBY, 23, Mich- poe subcommittee Wednes 
i; i . Expired safety] day. 
ce ceed RA 3 “Congress has spent billions 
— of dollars to secure oil pipe- 

RONALD D. LEWIS, Nhe 2634) lines in the Middle East.” 
N. 16th St. No license plates! Brighton told the committee 
fined $8. ` Í members. “Now it is .time ta 


MICHAEL L. MUNDELL, 20, 5P€"d some money developing 


y x {cur own resources at home.” 
o ae St. No license pai Research and development in 
in : 


¡[the coal producimg areas of In; 

MARTIN C. McCLOSKEY, 20] diana and Ilinois and the cre, 
225614 College. No license plates/| ation of an inexpensive trans- 
fined $8. Y oortatior form like- the. pro- 


JS A E e posed waterway would. greatly 
a "¡improve the economic picture 
Schulte High of the entire Wabash Valley, the 
iimayor said. > 7 03 | 
é i) He also made a plea-*along| 
i , «with other members of the dele- 
fa Ud ion x gation.. for additional money to 
a- develope’ flood control projects 
m the tributaries of the: Wa: 
f ash. : ag 
Saturday ‘| _Brighton told the committee 
Š | [no flood control projects have 
Nominees for several impor- 1 , u 

; s ii the Wabash since 1965, and he} 
tant awards to Schulte High Bpinted ouk that any (la de) 
St. Ann's Church where the 
school principal, Fr. Joseph]: 
McGinley, will celebrate 

Baccalaureate Mass. 
The ceremony is scheduled for W 


7 p.m. and Fr. Patrick Murphy 
will present the Homily. 


Schulte Assistant Principal e 
Emmanuel Fusco reports there dm tied B 
are six nominees for each of | 


three awards: the Alumni All- 


School Service Award, the St. © 

Mary-of-the-Woods Outstanding White House 

Senior Girl Award and the Notre 

Dame Outstanding Senior Boy y 

Award. ; WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
After announcement of the|White House acknowledged to- 

nominees at Wednesday's serv-|day that President Nixon per- 


e winne SOS tity 2nnprnves afanninoa 


een initiated on tributaries of| |" > 


Mustard on his 


permanent press 


jeans (Hot dog!) 
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a ee ¡a A Raa su talso call for landscaping they’ EE E 
AE AS proposed Civic io 109, depending on the width! 250 Cae OX we Avende be [Walk in space to repair al. mao qn 

” Genrer Parking Lot a joint city-} i aula A A a E Ested than Harang Avenue 43. [damaged Comi aplty Affaics Fite to 
<a E ‘county project but iz entails; ° 12 Spaces. le “i tween the iwo government buud-} Conrad, tent ital waked on P accea ey 


SRA 
noat E Dosis A + E yea nie E ; e ee 

post lest preparation and construc} wile ten feet wouid be-ings, with a broad sidewalk von! a Aaa needy 
l i i would be:necting City Hall with the court. o ment on the 1 
house, and shrubs and flower! Problems of working against Fann level 
beds providing’ a "more restful pressurized pac eSy ut, can | Me Os TN 
scene than the kurenti car-(tioned Kerwin several times to] Upon armi 


, ‘political oper 
Ss TE on contracts, bids*for which! "ereat. nine feet 

twill be opened June 12 and 2L} sufficient and may result in a 
ud thei John Hanley., Area Planning} notably larger number of; 


neeting! Department director, who hasj spaces. Loko Mancia @easy and aadi Dori will! be 
"a 20Y- heipeci coordinate the ci.y coun-| While Cherry Street will be the! - ae . UR ew becoming fatigued. land county v 
0 SIZNjty plan, explained to THE! northern boundary for the ap- a or REA At MIEL pm LEDT. ethesfor the lensi 


o FER á 7 : nav ATKINS + rs. A ! E = 
ad dei FRIBUNE Thursday that the| proximately two block-wide| RoE have RRRS meters Vigo astronauts reporied they could'He is also a 
Tho (© cry Department of Redevelop | parking lot, which is nestled! Re mening ene gee sae ee the first dim rays of theleither the 
“einam; ment is mandated to clear andj inside the traffic Y, the south-| County Commissioner Harry P.; 
prepare tae land, whizn liés toi ern boundary will curve around! 


5 : À “isun coming up over the Pacific.i Federalist 

i Grensa Ui ca he mas hab | Most of Skylab's interior|purposes. 
mmenticirectly to the west and norih; Ciiy Hall, with Ohio Street andi 
coment.!of City Hall, and. then to.seed! the south curb of deadended | 


sts 
t again 


need for a parking area, but did to Provide enough power loTltended by al 

fer the, Clearing of the property, limit, Second Street will be the “Em: very: disappointed that! [ : 
when Skylab passed into earth's: Eventually, 
nat was| development project, thus thel! Hanley said that the lot should! ihat this means parking patrons|damaged side of the station 10 Candidates of 
Pnesdays’ walks‘ and road ‘surfaces, “pre-| Although the lot will not belorder to reach the parking lotialong a jury-rigged handrail: § dicial sea 
s of helopened at 2.p.m. next, Tuesday| beautification plans by the re-ithat no Ohio Street entrance|solar ‘wing. Kerwin, bracing! the Vigi 


the project was moving so... } 
Rki n cick of BA desperate lights and fans were turned off} Governme 
re was it Wabash Avenue pproriditei a sound one criticism of the pling a dee cd Aci: eed and then th 
Ithe area around the open hatchlhésins at the 
= Pel eas Penn! ¡beg e 
needed: priar to its purchase by the City P bordo i a ts wie the proposal oniy calls for an; A RN 
some-iof Terre Haute a year and a > s th Mp de sage entrance from Cherry Street,” Shadow. Conrad had to wait fori tions ECON 
lkal ago; was an Urban Re-| form the wes eee Brentlinger commented, noting daylight to proceed down the’ ubernatorial 
i mandate, but the, department! be sufficient for city-county em-| coming from the west will have/the'stuck solar wing. ener NeR 
for 512; Will obey that rule only through! ployes and visitors for all but| to circle around the city-county| The plan was, tor Conrad tolthe boys ara 
ithe tearing up of present side-|the most bustling days. complex on Ohio and 3rd Sts. in move hand-over-hand 25  feet| departments 
js tparing drainage and gradimg|recessed, that is suck several! entrance. ,. Jand attach bolt cutters to aj; : 
sg ad fie dando, 2.. . [feet to “hide” the sea of autos,| Hanley, wher. asked about thejtwo-inch-wide strip of alumi Ger of the wd 
| Bids for that work will- belthe area planning director said|situation Thursday indicatedjnum wrapped around the folded Joe Bilyou 
P : offi ayel ent department call for 
at tne redevelopment office, ac-| d2velopmen 
Col. 4. [cording to director Robert L. islands with trees and shrubs 
‘Payne: PRA -E R : = 


Continued On Page 8, Col. 2. Continued On Page 8, Col. 1. [Legion post 
i it jtnat a meg 


—™“Irielegates to 


| -With the city-owned land pre- beld at 6:30 
‘cording to a legal advertisement|| ; $ : ; £ E iil atte 
a bash Not Cammuntty Agalrs Ella Sard sch 
¡been obligated by the county]' k ‘Iwill follow a 
e cam-¡3ids are to be submitted for two] | 


- | pared,'the county will take over, the Krietens 
appearing in Thursday's editior è k 4 from school 
Federal nacitd í 2 WVA a 
a: e ‘ing ; 
an: eral revenue sharing iO ICCKE ; Fa] y Y pas 
JUN Y 7 \ +t = bg tA. 
¡commissioners and the county]! a MO AAA at OMUM S51 SY Beate beld t 
e Willar, Pine Village, and Bobjengineer of the U.S, Army En; Bilyou des 
methcds of paving, with the: fi- | 


; à - 3 raph s> 3 MS e 
k e Em with bids for construction to bej F ock Sy sve : Navi gafi on 13th S.t 
| AS opened June 21 at 19 a.m., ac-|| iiss y. : È wy i ] : Sixteen bo 
| | ii 
of THE TRIBUNE.’ °° °°: | O ES O 
funds amounting to $50,000 have: | 7 T j A questio 
| 
rector of council to pay for corstruction. | _ By JAMES DRESSLER on the Wabash River, “Bud”| Col. Charles J. Fiala, district Indiana Sta 
involved: Be) OS Gramelspacher, Jasper, said the|gineer District at Louisville; objective’ d 


ee ¡nal decision on which method]) EVANSVILLE, Ind. — “This|trip along the Ohio River reit-|said he was impressed by thel sio w 
sd be ito use to be based on_the lowest|;, he ae it ought to be onjerates what navigation <ould¡vocal support for navigation of ao o 
0 cost. . Ñ the Wabash River,” said George| mean to the Wabash River. the Wabash River up to Terte} aunity, stat 
= ” bod Hanley said one method wouldip, Gettinger, executive director} Gettinger, Willar and Gramel- aa ee ee “Objective 
eae ae 6% inches of base- andlor the Wabash Valley Interstate] spacher listened intently to} Vincennes. fare employ 
le Gid tasphalt covering, while the sec-|Cammission, as he and 69 other! comments from leaders in| He also noted that Congress Mood citizen 
any cov-iond would consist of 3ta inches |aousiers and Kentuckians con-| Owensboro and other communi-|man John T. Myers (R-Coving-[P A 
ite bur-sof reinforced concrete. ċluded a 40-mile cruise alongj ties along the Ohio River, whojton) has expressed interest in 
nowledge; Approximately 399 parking!jhe Orio River from Owensboro, | viied how much the -river|seeing. an additional study oí 
AA | oo : <y., to Evansville Wednesday. | means to them. that possibility. 
gan, a . | The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-| “This trip really gives us al Queried about the potential of 
pr to Th W h -+ =. {neers sponsored the trip on the] picture of what the future couldja navigable Wabash River, Col. 
apaign inj e Satner M. V. Mississippi, the longest! hold for the Wabash Valley, if| Fiala said the Wabash Riverj|| 
E worked ee! o. , Htowboat on, the nation’s Tiver| we had a navigable Wabash|seems to have much more po-|| 
use com-: By National Weather Service {sy stem. River.” said Gettinger. “It sim-jtential than the Arkansas River,| | 
Herbert The group of guests included| pty causes you to go-ahead and¡which already has been devel- 
‘|legislators, Indiana ‘and Ken-| try harder Lo get the job done.|oped into a navigable body ofj 


| Continued 
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ning the| (Weather Map on Page 7.) 


B-Election| ¢ am ...:.... ES Noon OEA ay ftucky city officials, Wabash Val-| It renews vour faith in what|water. The Arkansas River is} | 
anize maj aeg a pas eo 82 lley Interstate Commission of-| we've been talking about. With! developing faster than had heen 

rogram. | E nsina ficials, Wabash Valley Associa-| the potential we have, it just| originally predicted. 

noperated | LA fiin representatives, newsmen,! makes you ache to think we're Capt. Jack Van Zant, retired; 
tors and pen representatives of the Corps of! not taking advantage of it yet. | former director of navigation! 


TERRE HAULTE AND VICINITY—!! ie A A 4 5 eA A 
Never ¡Fair tonlght. Mostly sanny and a Tittle! Engineers and others interested! “This (the Ohio River) is the|for Ohio River Division of the 


e er Friday, L tani i ajj; A > A : 
made nO fien Friday mid Do. Precipitation proba ÎN Favigation, fulfillment of all we've talkedj Army Corps of Engineers, made 


High Friday mid 4s. Precipitation prob 
¡ability percentages—-near zero tonight, 20| Guests got a good look at tne] about for so long,” Gettinger the cruise, serving as one of the 


ergate af- (Friday | modern hish-lift dam being con-| said, trip pilots, 
z TENE NDIANA—Fail i > i a SAA E o t a 
St devas-Ían malo cana ad lo a midi structed at Newburgh, Ind. That el Van Zant, a long-time ac- 


quaintance of Terre Haute’s Jue! 
Quinn, said he thinks it’s af? 
shame the Wabash River isat 
navigable. 


personal Friday, highs in the mid 30s, Chance atj new dara features a 1,200-to0tf 
lucrative: aa peas tere per cent tonleth 30 Pee) long lock chamber for the larger 
i ae d Rady i pe aes ola A A A 
pata and ILLINOIS — Fai- and warmer tonight, ONO: Pan auxiliary 600 foot! NOW YOU KNOW 


| nouse in Los inthe lawer àii. Friday partly cloudy. “iong lock [or pleasure boats antl 


Pamen ih hante af atternsan show, smaller tows. The new structurajgy United Press International] “It would be a fantastic bene. 
mumed its Dirt dal conato 34 mireazrarms of dirt! will speed oe transportation on me fit to the Wabash Valley,” said) “It’s 
mal Wa per cutie meter af ain, tAversge. dally, tae river with faster locking and! There are more than I van Zant. who spent 39 years span of 
Mech ttcetey ie te We? mpage Li. iby creating longer apen pools. milhon acres of government | with the Corps of Engineers be] S505, 
y Fr ams Sind prt oy Cattinger. flan ked by twof and privately owned forest g ‘ crowded 
BL Col. tie 8 inns time boosters of navizalior| land in the United States. f Contlourd On Page 7, Col. 7, | of worry 
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WADONE PELA SER VES, 


> to Cairo, DL. where it empties 
4 T. JUN 7 49T3 into the Mississippi. 
j Contitued From Page One. | In the early fiftiex, the Corps 


‘of Engineers began meee 
ithe 46 old structures with 1 
r Ea ha 
fore retiring. “Tne Wabash can! ¡modern high- dife damna! 


ty of o enttits. ou 
‘Ihave all that grain up there to 
ilte hauled. There's also a lot of 
En It would enhance indus- 


SOUTH DAYTONA, Fla. (AP) 
—Two men who heid up an ar- 
mored car here escaped with a 
trial development and alsei[noney bag stuffed with empty 
would spark recreation develop-; i money bags, police said. 
iment.” Officers said «the pair ap- 

During Wednesday’s cruise, al roached a guard Wednesday 


was noted that Congress author-jpfter he had made a delivery of 
change to a supetmarket, de- 


ized canalization of the Ohio 
randed the bag the guard was 


"ny ears ago, completing a} 
¡many yea g Berns carrying and escaped, in a wail- 
series of Jow-lift locks and dame ing auto. 


g \; 
Police said the two men were 


an 1929, assuring year- -round |: 
navigation on the 981 miles from h n their early 20s and both were 
Pittsburgh, Pa., where the Ohio armed. 
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SRAM ified for flying, officials at thel 
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fign women anar aondoe female ti] JONAH CLUB E FRIDAY, JUNE 8 AT 7:30 P.M. 


Navy's flight- | : 
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be made navigable, and 1 be- 
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| “That old Wabash is some president of Terre Haute ml “hen Instead cf using water irom 

river,” said the man who-has crete Supply Corp., also is presi- navigation activity on the Ohio {the Wabash in its huge steam 

lived and worked around the dent of the Terre Haute P and then compare it with the generators and then pumping 
| 


you look at all that} 


river in the Wabash Valley for Chamber of Commerce. lack of activity on the Wabash, [the hot water back into the 
the hast 80 years. A recent flight down the | you realize we need to start us- uiver, PSI is building a 2,800- 

He predicts the river will be Wabash River to its mouth near ing those untapped resources | acre lake—the largest body of 
navigable up to Mt. Carmel, Ill.. Evansville and then a flight} along our Wabash River. It's [Water in that part of the 
| in 10 years. He also foresees the eastward along the navigable long overdue.” \|state—near the plant im Gibson} 
| re-establishment of navigation Onio River to Yankeetown rein-| As he sees it, navigation onjCounty. — 
: all the way up to Terre Haute forced O'Leary and Hanmig's the Wabash would mean more PSI will burn coal that is 
| within the next 20 years. firm belief that navigation money in the pockets of farme: 
The navigation dream of the would open many new avenues] for their grain and soybean 


elderly gentlemen, who has aof progress for the Wabash an) cocks alanine 
Recht interesi hin tthe, futanemialley: ‘fertilized costs also would bes 


development of the Wabash O'Leary pointed out coal is |"educed. Perennial floods also atross the Wabash in the 
Vallee scubhedt off several vears coming into its own as an ¡Would be eliminated in mer Keensburg, Ill., area. The low- 
ago on two younger Terre Haute energy source and it needs Wabash Valley. ¡sulfur coal seam is about 2 
businessmen, Shelton Hannig water transportation. Over 33} A Wabash Valley waterway’ iles wide and 10 miles long on 
and Pat O’Leary. ¡billion tons of coal reserves are|plan could include soemic areas, ;; both sides of the river. Although 

Hannig, president of Shelton located in Indiana, with 10 ample fish and wildlife protec- the shaft is on the Illinois side of 
Hannig Inc.. is a member of the Dillion tons of it located in Vigo jtive measures, recreational op- the Wabash, the es will ex-| 
board of directors of the Vigo and Sullivan counties adjacent portunities for both mass par-.jtend under the river with the) 
County chapter of the Wabash ' the Wabash River. A signifi-jticipation and individual enjoy-*icoal coming from both e | 
Valley Association, .O'Leary, cant low sulfur coal mining areayment such as walking trails. f was 
a aa E “also is located in southwestern ¡Navigation also would spark and perhaps from under the 
Indiana. creation of new riverside com- river itself. 

O'Leary said: _ munities in the Wabash Valley Amax is under contract to 

“Production of mineral ag- lin Indiana and Illinois. Fi 
gregates is perhaps one of In-} The U.S. Army Corps ofi 
diana's best- assets. Whether it Engineers already has deter-| 
is sand, gravel, stone or coal. [|mined that re-establishing f1 a E 
this represents a basic employer [navigation on the Wabash River [agreement entered,into by any, 
in Indiana. Coal mining hasj¡ffrom the Ohio River upstream pglndiana utility and coal pro- 
played an important role in mk Mt. Carmel, Ill., is feasible | jaucet. 


s {most coal available in the} 


= 


the largest ever fuel supply 


development of ourt state.” Terre Haute leaders are pushing] Another local leader who is; 


O'Leary and Hannig viewed ¿for eventual approval of naviga-:i calling for navigation so thes 
with Hires! the way' the [tion on up to their city, feelmatt Wabash Valley can start taking) 
Wabash River wound along as [that it would prove to be finan- 
they headed southward, passing {cially feasible, too. 
Hutsonville, beautiful Merom.§ O'Leary and Hannig viewed! 
Bluff, the Green airport near [with awe the large number off 
Vincennes and then approached floaded barges traveling along! 
the Mount Carmel, Ill., area.Wthe Ohio River from varous 
where. Public Service Indiana’sflparts of the United States and, 
new Gibson Power Plant, whichifworld. E vi: e cn A 
will employe «about 100 people, “This could be happening yg SSS if navigation is re-4 
and the new $30 million Amaxfalong the Wabash River if itb established, Wheeler said. 
mining operation, which willflwere navigable,” said O’Leary,ia,. Without water transporta- j 
' eventually employ about 500lpointing out the waterway could ¢ tion, it just hasn't been o gl 
| miners, were evident from thejjtransport everything fromeg’? mine much of our coal’ 
air. ewsprint for Wabash Valley | "eserves in the past,” Wheeler | 
The river widened at Newfnewspapers, coal, steel, pe-4|°2¥S- Faced now with the: 
Harmony, just before thejtroleum products, corn, soy- ig energy crisis. it’s a new | 
Wabash hit the Ohio River nearfbeans, sand and gravel, and ij 
Mount Vernon, Ind., noting thejheavy equipment. f 
new port under construction at} Hannig, who has done a lot ofi } 
that location. itraveling around the world. said Heo, especially our low sulfur $ 
That facility, the South Wind[he believes the Ohio River sur- = coal. ; f 
Maritime Center, is expected tolpasses the Rhine River. "It's |] Wheeler pointed out that | 
be handling 3 or 4 million tons of |twice as wide,” he said, “and it {Water transportation is being | 
grain and coal annually fivelhas just got barges everywhere, 4 Palled today as the most 
A years after it begins operations. | There's more traffic on the Ohio |°Conemical way to ship, noting 
A in addition to storage facilities, lthan on the Suez Canal.” E that bulk shipment by water is 
it will have other facilities to? One highlight of the trip south! less expensive and extremely | 
move coal, grain, fertilizer, pe-Jon the Wabash River is the area More feasible now than it was in 
troleum and chemicals among|between Mt, Carmel, TIL, and! ¿me days, of his forefathers. 
trucks, trains and barges. Skelton, Ind., in Gibson ca He feeis the Wabash Valley 


| 
advantage of its vast coal 
iiresources. is Maynard C. 
Wheeler, president of the Vigo 
County Chapter of the Wabash 
Valley Association. 

“Our Wabash Valley cout 
play an important role in help- 
ing alleviate the critical energy! 


A variety of river-related ac-|where the $230 million Gibson! Bees to come of age “ine j 
tivity was noted at Evansville.|Generating Station is being built) 40%Stially” and feels that aj 
And that all stemmed from the|by Public Service Indiana. Thei {navigable Wabash River would 
fact Evansville is located on the}generating station is located on yo tt to a role 26 SUR 
Ohio River, which is a navigable] about 4,000 acrea of land just! d 80t transportation artery. 
stream. north of Skelton and about lo 1, A recent study indicates the 

At the conclusion of the flight, | miles west of Princeton. {Wabash waterway could result 
O'Leary said it made him even] A coal mine that stretches un-H benefits exceeding $100 
more certain of the need for im-|der the Wabash River and a | Uon a year Ee agricultural, 
© provement of the Wabash tolhuge resevoir play prominent i business, Industriat and mining 
Y permit navigation ip. roles in PSI's attempts to avoid [operations in the Wabash 


: E 1 Valley 
both air and water pollution at pos : 


ri ee Dt ae 


rs lower in sulfur content than}; 


Midwest. That coal will comet” 
sifrom the Amax mine shaftk= 


supply 3.6 million tons of coal a * 
year for 39 years to the Gibson | 
station in what is believed to be | 


ballgame. We need to take) 
positive steps now to start” 
fulfilling our increasing need for | 
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oe ma AROUND WABASH RIVER—This photo of the Wabash River near Mt. Carmet, HI, shows the new $230 mil- 

“a mp n ee Station being built on 4,000 acres on the east hank of the river just north of Skelton, Ind., AMAX also f 

man a renn in a mining operation in the area and will supply the generating station with low sulfur coal. Navigation 
e Wabash in the future would spark additional development of coal resources in the area. House of Photography Photo, 
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j WABASH RIVER TOPIC—Maynard C Wheeler, left, aos of the local eae of the. 
| Wabasir Valley Association (WVA), discussed tie development of the Wabash River Thursday 
with George Rogers, president of the Terre Haute Board of Realtors, and Sally Lovellette,” 
| program chairman for the realtors’ group. Wheeler was the featured speaker at. the organ: | 
'ization's regular meeting. His topic was ‘“Fhe Wahash River and Your Job.” Wheeler also} 
reported the annual meeting of the Wabash Valley Association, which includes «about 6,000 
members in 88 counties in Indiana and Illinois, will be held in Terre Haute’s new-$10 million 
' Hulman Civic ip eat Center jn mid- March, ' House of Photography Photo, | 
t 
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‘of the +Terre. Haute Board of!north of Clinton and the ‘power- 


perial House : 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


al Growth Tied 
su erN Affairs: Kile 


To Rix avigation 


By TAa , of. what walan A can| three years ago, and he has | 
X do for our Wabash Valley,” |sparked growth of the local 
Tribune a Wheeler said. ‘‘Just up the Wa-|chapter from 50 to over 5001" 
The development `of naviga- bash River- in ‘Vermillion Coun-| members. 
tion on. the” Wabash Riverity, the Upper+Wabashi In his speech, Wheeler said hej 
would create thousands of new|Reservoirs have triggered much is hopeful the local chapter will! 
jobs in.the Wabash Val-¡development,'” . =i |have 1,000 members before! 
ley, Maynard C. Wheeler. presi-| Wheeler pointed oùt that WVA has its „annual meeting m? 
dent of the Vigo County Chap-|water . development: definitely | Mid-March in T e r r e Haute. for: 
ter of the Wabash Valley As-|played a major. role. in the lo: the first time in history. That: 
sociation (WVA), told members cation of the, Eli Lilly -plant meeting will be held in the new, 
Hulman Civic University Center, 
“We need your help.” Wheeler 
¡Lold the realtors. “You can be- 
come a member for $10 a year. 
Corporate membership is $50, 
which ertitles you to five per-! 
sonal memberships. We need toj 
show the leaders in local gov 


alley 


Public 


Realtors Thursday at'the Im-jful Service 


Indiana 
Generating Plant at Cayuga. | 
“We have excellent “examples!lWater also is the key reason 

-for the planned construction of 
the multi-million dollar Inland 
Container. Plant north of New- 


port. 10 ernment, the top officials’ in 
Wheeler continued: ` state government and ow rep- 
poe south ‘of Terre Haute | resentatives in the United States 

along the Wabash River, water 

is the key to development of Cpútitncd On habeis, Lol Qe ~ 

the $230 million Gibson Gen- 

+ erating Station being built by 
Public Service Indiana about 10 

miles west of Princeton. | 


“Amax also is, developing a 
related coal mine in that area, j 
with ‘Amax already under con-: 
tract to supply 3.6 million tons; 
of coal a-year for 30 years to, 
the Gibson station, . } 

“The Gibson Power Plant win è 
employ about 100 people and the} 
$30 million Amax mining opera-; 

; tion eventually’ will have aboni 
yl ; : 500 employees.” 
"A former president and chair. | 
man of the board of Commercial į 
Solvents Corporation, Wheeler; 
í : retired last year after 50 yes} 
with the firm. With the excep- 
tion of 18 years of service ini 
New York City for Commercial: 
Solvents Corporation, Wheeler! 
¡has been a resident of Terre 
¿Haute. He was graduated from 
[Garfield High School’ and Pur- 
due University, joining : Com- 
mercial Solvents Corporation 
¡immediately afler, graduating 
¡from Purdue. 

The WVA picked him to head! 

j its: ‘its: Vigo County chapter abort] 


DES 


¡Congress that w: el — Anal 
{deserve — 100 per cent co-' 
(operation and support in otr 
effort to develop our water re- 
sources ana return the Wabash 
[River to a role as an important 
iransportation artery. Congress- 
men are only impressed byi 
voters. We have a real selling 
job ahead of us in the Wabash) 
y Valley.” ro ee | 
| The realtors expressed much 
jinterest as Wheeler pointed out 
ithat 100 new jobs on the average 
jeung 100 more households ard! 
an average of 359 people to aj 
|Community. +: =i 

“Personal income increases| 
'$710,000 and three more retail] 
iestabhishments are opened,” 
ji Wheéler said. “Bank deposits: 
increase. $229,000, retail ' sales: 
jump $331,000, local schools add: 
91 students and about 65 more! 
¿people get jobs in non-marufac- | 
| luring positions.” La ce 

Wheeler referred to a recent, 
study which indicates that al 
navigable Wabash River could 
jresult in benefits exceeding $100 
imillion a year to agricultural, 
business, industrial and mining 
operations in the Wabash Valley. 

In addition to helping the Wa- 
bash Valley economically, 
Wheeler believes the re-estab-, 
lishment of navigation.on thé: 
{Wabash River also would help; 
lalleviate the energy crisis fac-! 
ling the ration today. 

Wheeler said: 

“Without water transporta- 
tion, it just hasn't been possible 
to mine much of our coal re- 
{servés in the past. i 

“The current energy crisis 
makes it mandatory that wel 
take positive steps now to start; 
fulfilling our increasing need| 
for coal, especially low sulfur} 
coal. i 

"The energy crisis we face} 
today is .not a shortage of 
energy per se. It is a shortage: 
of oil and gas. ¡ 

We need to start using more| 
of the energy sources that are; 

_|plentiful “such as coal. There; 
is a dramatic need for.a Wa-j 
bash waterway from the Ohio 
River to Terre Haute to serve’ 


fae ane 


out the interior of the United 
States. 


“In the Wabash Valley, we 
have a total comprehensive. 
plan and study  completed,; 
which, ‘fn itself, is unusual.” 7... 

Discussing a meeting he and 
George Gettinger, executive di’ 
rector. of the Wabash | Valley, 
Interstate Commission, had 
about 18 months ago with the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
and representatives of part of 
the Indiana Congressional dele- 
gation, Wheelér said: 

“Our plea was that we are 
now in a different era than the 
1960s. We have an energy crisis 
which can only -be eased with 
the development of coal in “tie! 
Wabash Valley. | 
“It is estimated there is in ex- 


cess of 100 years supply of coal} 
in the Wabash Valley. The. ex-: 
port of grain will continue to 
grow and the Wabash Valley | 
farmer is entitled fo the 8 “tb, 
10 cents per bushel added. profit: 
if the farmers had water trans-| 
portation. ya hid 
“The water quality was satis-! 
factory for: navigation. There 
were sufficient reservoirs tot 
`| supply water for navigation to: 
at least Terre Haute. 

i] “Our plea was that only two 
locks were necessary to get; 
from the Oñio River up. the , 
Wabash River to Mt. Carmel’ 
and only an additional four. 
locks would be needed for the; 
90 miles from Mt. Carmel to; 
Terre Haute. Cost was esti- 
mated at an additional $150 mil- 
lion, with 90 per cent of it fed- 


1 


eral money.” - EAS 
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WABASH RIYER | 
NAVIGATION STUDY 
Plans for a continued navi- | 
gation study of the Wabash | 
River from the Ohio River to! 
Mt. Carmel, Hi. have been op-; 
posed hy the Indiana Izaak ! 
Walton League in a letter toj 
President Richard M. Nixon, | 
The Corps of Engineers has, 
heen studing the feasibility of; 
barge traffic on this segment , 
of the river, and the $100,000! 
requested im the fiscal 1975 i 
budget would allow the project | 
to he completed. The study is; 
a portion of the Cross Wabash 
Valley Waterway project, which 
seeks barge trafhe via the | 


Wabash River and a canal to! 
the Great Lakes. 

More than 300 persons signed 
the petition requested the dele-: 
‘tion af the $100,000, indicating the! 
project was ‘wasteful and in-; 
flationarv”, and would be en- 
vironmentally destructive. | 
| Other than the president, the. 
petition was forwarded to House: 
[Epeak Carl Albert. D-Okla.: | 
and Senate Majority Leader 
Mike Mansficid, D-Mont. | 


VINCENNES, La o — U. ee 
Representative John Myers 
(R-Ind.) urged Monday night 
the approval of the proposed 
Cross Wabash Valley 


Waterway linking the Ohio 
‘River with the Great Lakes 


via the Wa River. and 
adjacent Tahal aed 


Congressman Myers spoke 
out in favor of the project ina 
‘statement presented during a 
Corps of Engineers public 
hearing .on the Vincennes 
University campus . last 
evening. The Corps is ex- 
pected to give its blessing to 
‘construction of a waterway 
‘from the Ohio River to Mt. 
Carmel, Illinois. Any im- 
‘provements on the Wabash 
ding north of Mt: 
e under review. 
fully, this hearing 
e the initial step in the 
development of the first 
segment of a waterway which 


will serve agriculture and. 
industry throughout western - 


Indiana and eastern Illinois.” 


Congressman Myers cited . 
a study published by the. 


-northwestern Indiana and 


s wants Waterway * 


potential for industrial | 
growth associated with 
construction and develop- | 
ment of the Cross Wabash 
Valley Waterway could hav 
a significant impact ‘the. 
employment sil im TTA, 
Val ey. ae 
northeastern Illinois. bin A ha Gh y com: | 
nation enefits to 

“The study identified SEA and dustry, I ee ndd 
nearly $70-million a year iN this project and urge the 
benefits Lo farmers resulting Corps of Engineers, t eons 
transportation and_ certain feasibility of extending the 
fertilizers. This means lower rway north to Terre 
production costs and higher Mie and on to the Great | 
income for farmers in ue i: 
Wabash Rivers 


said. Ate 


“Another | $15- -million in 


Wabash Valley Interstate 
Commission which identified 
millions of tons of freight 
which are taken from Ohio 
River Barges at Evansville 
and Mt. Vernon and trans- 
ported by truck and train to 
the industrial centers in 


SS in? ir 


«After years of talk about 
making the Wabash River 


reduced _ ht shipment navigable, I am proud that 
charges would be realized by. one of my first ac- 
‘Wabash. alley industries. complishments upon entering : 


thus imp.oving our potential | Congress in 1967 was to win 


for the development of new Congressional approval of the 
industry and expansion of study which is the basis of the. 
existing ones. Corps’ report tonight. I 

“We all are well aware of pledge my continuing efforts — 
the fact that the Wabash to make certain all aspects of 
+ Valley has not kept pace with extending the project north- 
the economic growth inmany ward have been exam- 
other areas of the nation. The ined.” 
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“A ‘petition to drop funding | 
for a study of the possibility 
of making the Wabash River 
navigable from the Ohio Riv- 
er to Mount Carmel, Il., has 


| been. submitted to the White 


House and congressional lead- 
ers. 
The petition, drafted by the 


. Indiana Division of the Izaak 


Walton League of America 
asked that $100,000 for cor 
tinuing study of the Cross Wa 
bash Valley Waterway not b: 


| appropriated for fiscal 1975 


The United States Arm 
Corps of engineers had re 
quested that amount for the 
study. i 


THE PETITION was ad 
dressed to President Richarc 
M. Nixon; U.S. Representa- 


‘| tive Carl Albert (D-Okla.) 


speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and U.S. Senator 
Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.), 
Senate majority leader. It 
was signed by more than 300 
persons. 

According to the petition, 
the project would not produce 
benefits worth the cost of the 
42-mile waterway. This is in 
conflict with a Corps of Engi- 
neers’ study that projects ben- 
efits as balancing costs. ` 

The petition called the proj- 


ect “wasteful and inflation- 


ary,” and said it woul 
environmentally destructiv 
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EE Continued From: Page one. 


piens they may have to destroy 
‘the forest and wetlands along 


the tower reaches of the ES 
£ 


Leet to reconsider’ = 


ed devee. These wetlands have 
been described as being amon 
‘the finest along the Wabash an 
E believe they must be: cede 
sed. 3? 

These requests are Pe of 
'$6,819,000 Hartke recommends 
for eight projects in the Wabash, 
River Valley. The *Ad-| 
pl ate seeks $5,444,000 for | 

same ventures. Other 
¡Hari requests are Big Walnut 
Lake, $300.000; Big Blue Take | 
$100,000, and the Marion oo 
"Wall, $75,000. 

These projects are included in 
a recently completed Wabash 
River Basin Comprehensive 
‘Study which would provide. the: 
‘people of the Wabash Valley | 
iwith 1) maximum feasible pro-| 
tection against flooding; 2) ade- | 
quate supplies of clean water 
‘for municipal, industrial and! 
agricultural use; and 3) enhanc-| 
led recreational opportunities. 4 
|. “One of our greatest unreliev-| 
ed problems in the Wabash 
Valley is the continuing specter 
od downstream flooding,'’’| 
Hartke wrote. “Though ours is) 
¡nota particularly large valley, ; 

counting for only 16 per cent 
of the total land area of the 
¿Ohio Basin, we consistently suf-' 
¡fer peo, pd fair o of 
a fi amages. ` This 
Econ “annually amounts to 
losses in excess of $40 milii 
e are also confron y aj 
[mounting crisis in water supply 
and water quality. I am inform-! 
ed by the Indiama Stream 
¡Pollution Control Board that mo| 
Mess than 150 communities are: 
¡inreatened by stream pollution. | 
‘The only solution for many of 
‘these communities appears to: 
¡lie in the provision of new, 
Iscurces of water supply,” >| 
‘Hartke said. | 
| 


HASCJON 


zany 


huna22Y y 


| Le ibe > Mhs 


“A “petition to drop funding’ 
for a study of the possibility 
of making the Wabash River 
navigable from the Ohio Riv- 
er to Mount Carmel, Ill., has 


| been. submitted to the White 


House and congressional lead- 


ers. 


The petition, drafted by the 


. Indiana Division of the Izaak 


Walton League of America 
asked that $100,000 for cor 
tinuing study of the Cross Wa 
bash Valley Waterway not b 


| appropriated for fiscal 1975 


The United States Arm 
Corps of engineers had re 
quested that amount for the 
study. : 


THE PETITION was ad 
dressed to President Richarc 
M. Nixon; U.S. Representa- 


| tive Carl Albert (D-Okla.) 


speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and U.S. Senator 


¡| Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.), 


| 


Senate majority leader. It 
was signed by more than 300 
persons. 

According to the petition, 
the project would not produce 
benefits worth the cost of the 
42-mile waterway. This is in 
conflict with a Corps of Engi- 
neers’ study that projects ben- 


iJ efits as balancing costs. ~ 


The petition called the proj- 
ect “wasteful and inflation- 
ary,” and said it would be 
environmentally destructive. — 
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plans they may have to destroy 
‘the forest and wetlands along 
the tower reaches of the propos- 
ed Jevee, These wetlands have 
been described as being amon 
‘the finest along the Wabash an 

I believe they must be: i ge 
ed. ” 

These requests are part of 
'$6.819,000 Hartke recommends | 
for eight projects in the Wabash. 
River Valley. The 'Ad- 
sil die seeks $5,444,000 for | 

same ventures. Other 
Hartke requests are Big Walnut 
Lake, $300.000; Big Blue Lake. 
$100.000, and the Marion Flood 
“Wall, $75,000. 

These projects are included in) 
a recently completed Wabash 
River Basin Comprehensive 
Study which would provide. the: 
¡people of the Wabash Valley; 
jwith 1) maximum feasible pro-! 
itection against flooding: 2) ade-! 
quate supplies of clean water 
¡for > «municipal, industrial and! 
‘agricultural use; and 3) enhanc- 
pe recreational opportunities. - «4 

“One of our greatest umreliev-' 
be problems in the Wabash 
Valley is the continuing specter 
od downstream flooding,'*| 
Hartke wrote. “Though ours is! 
‘not a particularly large valley, ; 
ingl for only 16 per cent! 
lof the total land area of the: 
¡Ohio Basin, we consistently suf- | 
¡ter more than our fair share: of 
annual flnod damages. ` This 
destruction annually amounts to! 
losses in excess of $40 min 

“We are also conton yal 
imounting crisis in water supply! 
land water quality. 1 am inform-! 
ed by the Indiama Stream 
'Pollution Control Board that m| 
Hess than 150 communities are; 
¡inreatened by stream pollution. ! 
(The only solution for many of 
¡these communities appears to! 
lie in the provision of new; 
Iscurces of water supply,” | 
‘Hartke said. 
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By JAMES DRESSLER 
Tribune Staff Writer 


VINCENNES, Ind. — The 
aterway complex in the Mid- 
rest is the major untapped 
ater resource in the nation, Jo- 
ph N. Thomas, chairman of 
e Indiana Port Commission, 
ld a group of bankers and 
rea leaders interested in de- 
elopment of the Wabash River 


bi bei 
Ff 14) 


iver 


gable, local leaders were told. 
Thomas said a bi-partisan ef- 
fort should be exerted to con- 
vince’ legislators around the; 
state to fund the Southwestern 
Indiana port next year. 
Thomas is chairman and the 
first Indiana member of the 
five-man St, Lawrence Seaway 
Commission currently working 
on connecting Midwest rivers 
and lakes into a massive water- 
way transportation system. 


riday. 

Representatives of Terre 
Haute banks and other Vigo 
County leaders participated in; 
the meeting, which was organ- 
ized by George Gettinger. exec- 
utive director of the Wabash 
Valley Interstate Commission. 
“Thomas, a Gary banker, said 
he supports the move in the 
Wabash Valley to make the Wa- 
bash River navigable. “I’m ‘n 
favor of developing it,” said 
Thomas. He pointed out ‘Indiana 
Gov. Edgar D. Whitcomb also 
is an advocate of water piani 
portation. 

Thomas said that if the Wa- 
bash River is made navigable, 
it would provide a more direct; 
route than the Ohio River from; 
the proposed Mount Vernon port| 
to the Dunes Harbor port on 
Lake Michigan. 

Visit Site 

Thomas and other members) 
of the Indiana Port Commission) 
were in Southwestern’ Indiana) 
last week to view a recommend: |! 
ed port site just east of aaa 
Vernon. 

If the proposed $13.2 Million! 
Ohio River port is constructed 
ii Posey County, it will be part 
of an intricate Midwest water- 
way system that will bloom in 
the next few years. Part of that 
development hopefully will be 
¡making the Wabash River navi- 


He said industry is moving 


away from other modes of trans- 
portation to waterway transpor- 
tation because it is more eco- 
nomical, 


“If the government would 
spend the money on the Mid- 
west waterway system that it 
has spent on the South on other 
things, we would have a tre- 
mendous water transportation 
system,” Thomas said. 

“We've been getting gypped 


ofr years. We've been giviny 
a dollar (in taxes to the federa 
government) and getting a dim 
back. We need to start getting < 
dollar back. 

Feasibility Study 

Thomas said that a feasibility 
study conducted by Sverdrup 
and Parcel Associales, Inc., St. 
Louis, shows that the South- 
western Indiana port would be 
a means of luring industry to 
the state. The $13.2 million 
would be repaid to the state 
with revenue resulting from the 
¡leasing for sites in the proposed 
860-acre industrial park at Mount 
Vernon, Thomas said. 

Eighth District Congressman 
Roger Zion praised Gettinger, 
the organizer of the meeting, for 
all of his efforts in working to 
improve the waterway facilities 
in the Wabash Valley. 

Also on the program were 
John W. Scales, vice president 
of Ayrshire Coal Co., and Ger- 
ald S. Dailey, area development 
manager for Public Service In. 
diana. 
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Dailey discussed plans tor 
construction of PSI's biggest 
steam-powered generating sta: 
¡tion in Gibson County, The new 
‘plant will employ about 95 peo- 
ple when the first two units are 
¡fully operational. 

1 A 28,000-acre man-made lake 
will be an integral part of the 
plant’s cooling system. The lake 
will be the biggest body of 
water in southwestern Indiana. 

It is possible the cooling lake 
might offer bonus recreational 
possibilities, be useful for com- 
mercial purposes or as a re- 
search center. 

Scales said a 30-year fuel 
agreement between Ayrshire 
and PSI representing more than 
half a billion dollars would be 
one of the largest coal supply 
contracts ever written. 

He said the coal would come 
from a new deep mine in the 
Kennsburg (Ill.) area. Relative- 
ly low sulfur coal from the Illi- 
nios No. 5 seam will be sup- 
plied. 

Jack P. Fitzgerald, port direc 
tor at Portage, said too few peo- 
ple realize the importance of in- 
land waterways. 

“I know the Wabash River 
project is closest to your 
hearts,” he said. “You'll notice 
that areas that have developed 
waterways are where the ac- 
tion is.” 

Robert Kellum, federal repre- 
sentative to the Wabash Valley 
Interstate Commission, said the 
commission definitely will keep 
working with the Wabash Val- 
ley Association and others to 
get the Wabash River navigable) 
through Terre Haute. 

Frank Kirn, president of WVA, 
said his organization is working] 
hard for “total development of 
the Wabash River.” 

He told Thomas, “We want 
¡to see the state get behind it.” 
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Group wants Corps of Engineers | 


to review n 


By Sue CHARO 2 1983 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


VINCENNES — Wabash Valley 
Association members are calling for 
a federal re-evaluation of a 1979 
study on the feasibility of making the 
Wabash River navigable from Terre 
Haute to the Ohio River. 

Approximately 110 members of 
the organization were joined by 
Indiana and Illinois legislators, com- 
munity and business leaders at the 
Executive Inn on Thursday to re- 
affirm their commitment to water 
conservation and making the river 
navigable. 

The association was founded 25 
years ago to develop resources of the 
Wabash River from its headwaters 
to Evansville in order to improve 
flood control, recreation and power 
development, long-time member 
John Logan said Thursday night. The 
association almost fizzled out, 
because it failed to work with 


avigab 
Dbibra ik Warrer 


He s 12 
envinoramentalista’ Logan said. J 

“The Wabash River will be 
navigable someday,” Don Foltz, 
association first vice president, said. 
“The only question at issue is 
when.” 

The association passed a resolu- 
tion requesting Congress to direct 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
review the study to ensure that all 
work and evaluations were done 
properly, George Gettinger, an as- 
sociation founder said. 

Gettinger said a navigable Wabash 
would be a great boon to the 
economy of the Wabash Valley. Both 
farmers and coal companies would 
benefit through reduced transpora- 
tion costs on exported goods. 


e 


Rep. John Myers, R-Ind., said the ' 


idea is feasible, but Washington 
cannot act until the idea has grass- 
roots support in both Illinois and 
Indiana. 
“If you get the two states together 
we'll take care of it in 


ility, of: 


T ME 
Wabash 
COG; 
Cane Myers said. 


Once the support is there, a bill 
could be introduced to fund the 
project. Myers is the senior Re- 
publican on the Energy and Water 
Development Committee. 

He urged association members to 
establish definite goals and broaden 
membership. He said achievement 
of the association’s goals will help 
make the area competitive with the 
rest of the world. 

Sen. Terry Bruce, R-Olney, said 
he would introduce a resolution in 
the Illinois General Assembly for a 
navigable Wabash. He also promised 
to request a meeting of the states’ 
governors to discuss and support the 
project. 

Rep. Dennis Heeke, D-Dubois, 
said he supported the idea and would 
be willing to introduce a resolution 
in the Indiana General Assembly, 
provided association plans don’t call 
for a channel to go through Posey 
County. 
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(Editor’s Note: Following are 
the remarks of Louis C. Purdey, 
director of International 
Relations, Toledo-Lucas County 
Port Authority, and President, 
National Waterways Conference, 
Inc., made at the annual dinner 
meeting, vigo county chapter, 


Wabash Valley Association, 
Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology, Terre Haute, 
Indiana). 


My topic tonight is “Seaport 
Terre Haute -- Why Not?’’ Some 
people may think this isa bit of a 
a dream, but I would remind you 
that at one time this Nation was 
itself just a vision. The great 
poet Carl Sandburg once said, 
‘Nothing happens unless first a 
dream.” And so it must be with 
the development of the Wabash 
River upstream to Terre Haute. 
Today a dream; tomorrow -- who 
knows? 

Who would have thought a 
century ago that huge diesel- 
powered tow-boats would 
today be plying an extensive, 
25,000-mile inland waterway 
system pushing flotillas of as 
many as 50 massive barges? Who 
would have thought that barges 
could be used to transport 
anhydrous ammonia at 
temperatures far below 0 or 
molten sulphur at some 300 
degrees Farenheit? Who would 
have thought barges might be 
loaded at New Albany or 
Evansville and the loaded barges 
themselves moved directly to 
riverports in interior Europe? 
And who would have thought 
ocean-going tugs would now be 
pushing deep-draft barges to 
Puerto Rico, Hawaii and Alaska 
carrying more cargo than 
conventional ships? 

These ‘‘impossible dreams”” 
have become reality because of 
faith and foresight on the part of 
men of vision...men who could 
combine dreams. with - bold 
action, and bring progress. The 
people of the Wabash Valley 
surely have vision. The dream of 
waterway transportation was 
born in the restless 1820s when 
the Wabash and Erie Canal 
received a Federal land grant. 
Among the early supporters, I 
understand, were George 
Washington and De Witt Clinton. 
Construction started in 
at what is now Toledo and 
moved slowly up the Maumee 
River. After numerous delays, 
the channel reached Lafayette in 
1843 and Terre Haute in 1848, as 
many of you may know. By the 
time the canal reached the Ohio 
River in 1853, it was the longest 
in America -- some 450 miles. 
The canal reached the Ohio River 
in 1853, it was the longest in 
America -- some 450 miles. The 
canal, figured prominently in 
promoting the settlement of 
eastern and northern Indiana, but 
the waterway was short-lived. Its 
demise came, unfortunately, in 
1862 as a result of limited 
traffic, lagging toll revenues, 
and emerging railroad 
competition. 

This, then, is your legacy -- a 
vision that was perhaps 
generations ahead of its time. 
Here, as in many parts of 
America, citizens are working 
now to resurrect those far- 
sighted dreams of the pioneers. 
More than a century ago, 
steamboats used to call 
regularly at such inland cities as 
Chattanooga on the Tennessee 
River, Montgomery on the 
Alabama River, Shreveport on 
the Red River, Little Rock on the 
Arkansas River, and Omaha on 
the Missouri River. Then, for a 
variety of reasons, the boats 
disappeared and railroad 
bridges and sandbars soon 
clogged the river channels. Even 
today, we are stillin the process 
of re-opening some of these 
rivers to navigation. It's a lot 
more complicated today, of 
course, and far more expensive, 
too. Just within the last two or 
three years has navigation 
returned to the Arkansas River. 


The first barge tow was able to 
reach Montgomery only last 
month. Modern navigation on the 
Missouri and the Tennessee 
dates back only about three 
decades. The Ohio River, 
however, is a different story. 

The original plan of 

development for the Ohio River 
was launched in 1884, when it was 
predicted that the waterway 
would eventually carry 15 
million tons of commerce 
annually. Many obstacles 
developed so that the Ohio 
navigation system was not 
completed until 1929. In that 
year, traffic amounted to 22 
million tons. By 1943, tonnage 
totaled 37 million tons -- and then 
waterborne commerce sky- 
rocketed. In 1953, the Ohio 
moved 62 million tons. In 1963, 
the commerce total was 89 
million tons, andin 1970 the Ohio 
carried 130 million tons -- more 
tonnage than moved through the 
Panama Canal that year. Now 
this is a tremendous record. 

But itis only part of the story. 
Capital investment in new or 
expanded production and 
distribution plant facilities along 
the Ohio and its navigable 
tributaries during the period 
1950-1970 totaled $36.9 billion -- 
a record unmatched in any other 
similar geographic area. This is 
the reason why you sometimes 
hear the Ohio Valley described, 
in complete candor, as 
““America's Ruhr Valley.” And 
the availability of low-cost water 
transportation has helped to 
make it so. 

The rich Ohio Valley is 
blessed, of course, with an 
abundance of natural resources. 
Throughout the valley, large coal 
deposits are found near the 
rivers -- a circumstance which 
has been particularly 
significant. Coal today accounts 
for more than 40 percent of all 
the commerce moved on the Ohio 
River. It was to receive coking 
coal broughtin by water that the 
Pittsburgh steel mills were 
located on the Mongahela River. 
In more recent years, the valley 
has attracted dozens of large 
electric generating stations 
which annually burn many 
millions of tons of coal, much of 
it waterborne. Plentiful electric 
energy was, in turn, the drawing 
card for the aluminum industry. 

Another source of energy -- 
petroleum -- also contributed to 
the valley’s development. 
America’s first oil field was 
discovered in the Allegheny 
River Valley north of Pittsburgh, 
and other fields were later 
developed in Kentucky, here in 
Indiana and elsewhere in the 
region. Much of the oil was 
moved on the rivers. Large 
deposits of salt and limestone 
caught the eye of the chemical 
industry, and the companies 
selected riverfront plant sites 
since they required a lot of 
water. The barge industry soon 


developed the technology to 
transport a wide range of 
chemical products, and 


economical water transportation 
became a bonus benefit. 

These are industries which 
are basic to the U.S. economy -- 
coal, electric power, chemicals, 
aluminum, petroleum, iron and 
steel. They are waterway- 
oriented industries, and each has 
strong roots in the Ohio Valley. 
Many other industries -- such as 
building materials, fertilizer, 
grain and soybeans -- owe part of 
their vitality to the waterways, 
too. In each of these industries, 
transportation costs are a very 
crucial factor of doing business. 
Water transportis all-important 
because of its low cost. The 
question is not whether certain 
commodities will move by barge 
or by some other mode. All too 
frequently, it is a question of 
whether certain commodities 
will move by barge or not at all. 
In other words, the less 
expensive transportation is, the 
more valuable it becomes. 


When transportation costs are 
reduced, the cost of the product 
at its ultimate destination is 
likewise reduced. This is 
because, in our competitive 
economy, any savings in 
transportation are passed on -- 
from the carrier, to the shipper, 
and ultimately to the consumer. 
It follows, then, that the chief 
beneficiaries of water 
transportation are the American 
people -- everyone who uses 
electric power generated from 
low-cost, waterborne coal; 
motorists whose gasoline and 
even anti-freeze costs less 
because of barge transportation; 
housewives who pay less for 
synthetic fabrics, steel 
refrigerators, or aluminum foil; 
businessmen whose bill for sand, 
gravel, cement and other 
building materials is reduced; 
and farmers who pay less for 
barge-transported fertilizer and 
tractor fuel but get more for 
their grainand other crops. And 
the list goes on, but I think it is 
evident that river navigation 
directly benefits millions upon 
million of our citizens -- both on 
and off the river. 

The indirect benefits are 
another story. Waterways are 
developed for multiple public 


purposes including flood 
control, a stable year-round 
water supply, hydroelectric 


power, and recreational 
opportunities as well as 
navigation. Think of the lives and 
property saved by the reservoirs 
and other flood control works on 
the Ohio andits tributaries. This 
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program, in fact, provided the 
flood-free industrial sites which 
industry has so eagerly sought in 
recent years. 

Not all of these plants use 
water transportation. Many pick 
waterway locations to utilize 
abundant water supplies, low- 
cost electricity, water 
recreation, or water-compelled 
freight rates. But these are all 
benefits which come with 
navigation and improved 
waterways. No wonder the mayor 
of Cincinnati recently remarked 
that so many industrial 
prospects wanted riverfront 
locations that he wished the 
banks of the Ohio River could be 
doubledecked! 

The Wabash River is, as you 
know, an important tributary of 
the Ohio. I believe it is the 
largestundeveloped river in the 
entire United States. And this is a 
region of many developed rivers, 
including the Tennessee, 
Cumberland, Kentucky, Green, 
Barren, Kanawha, Monongahela 
and Allegheny Rivers. In size, 
the Wabash Valley is second only 
to Tennessee Valley. And in my 


judgment, the improvement of. 


the Wabash for navigation, flood 
control and recreation is long 
over-due. 

It is encouraging to larn that 
the Army Corps of Engineers is 
to make anew feasibility study of 
the first leg of the proposed 
Wabash Waterway -- the section 
from the Ohio River north to the 
vicinity of Mt. Carmel, Illinois. 
Hopefully, this study will prove 
to be favorable and will lead to 
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National Waterways Conference, Inc. 

Fall meeting, Wabash Valley Association 
September meeting, Indy Hilton 

Monument Suite, 2:00 p.m. Reception 6:00- 


7:00 p.m. 


Wabash Valley Interstate Commission 

Wednesday-Friday, September 20-22, 1972 
Indianapolis Hilton Hotel, Indianapolis, In- 
diana 


Program Nationally known speakers 
and well-informed panelists discussing 
timely, provocative issues crucial to water 
resource and water transportation pro- * 
grams: waterway tolls and user charges, 
beneficiary charges and cost-sharing 
proposals; implementation of new evalua- 
tion standards for river and harbor 
projects; impact of land use planning 

on river valley and coastal zone manage- 
ment; economic outlook for the Great 
Lakes-St. Lawrence Seaway system; 
waterway’s challenge in serving the 
demands of both economic growth and 
environmental quality; recreational 
aspects of water resource programs. And 


much, much more. 


consideration of the second stage 
- the river section from Mt. 
Carmel to Terre Haute. If the 
economic, environmental and 
engineering feasibility can be 
established, your city may once 
again become an inland port. 
Now what will this mean? It 
means that the Wabash Valley 
will have a balanced 
transportation system, with 
barges hauling raw materials in 
large quantities at low cost. And 
bear in mind that barge service 
now costs on the average of only 3 
mills per ton-mile -- or 3-10th of 
one cent to move one ton one 
mile. Rail service averages 
about 15 mills -- a centanda half - 
- a ton-mile. True, some rail 
customers pay only 6 or 3 mills 
per ton-mile, but this reduced 
rateis due to competition -- and 
most often water competition. 
Truck service averages about 
six cents per ton-mile -- 20 times 
as much as barge rates. 
Because of its low-cost of 
service, barge transportation is 
bound to have a considerable 


impact on industries and 
communities. Water 
transportation generates 


payrolls andproprietary income 
in industries such as farming, 
mining, and manufacturing which 
ship or receive by water. But 
farmers, miners and factory 
workers spend most of their 
incomes locally. Thus, local 
retailers, utilities, and service 
industries benefit. Building 
construction is aided. Banks, 
insurance companies, and other 
financial institutions benefits. 
Professions such as doctors, 
lawyer and others receive 
income from the personnel of the 
water-based industries. On the 
basis of previous surveys, it 
appears safe to estimate that for 
each 100 jobs in water-based 
industries, some 100 to 135 
additional jobs will be provided 
through the respending process 
in local retailing, wholesaling, 


service and professional 
activities. 

The National Waterways 
Conference, Inc., recently 
studied the value of river 


transportation to the economy of 
the Louisville metropolitan 
area. We found the Port of 
Louisville handled an annual 
volume of commerce equal to 64 
tons for every household in the 
City of Louisville. And the 
income resulting from this port 
activity, we concluded on the ba- 
sis of previous studies, averaged 
$493 per household in the city. 
Just imagine what effect water- 
borne commerce must have, up 
and down the Ohio River, on local 
incomes and community 
prosperity. 

Though not on such a large 
scale, region-wide benefits are 
in store for Terre Haute and 


(Continued on page 8) 


New WVA 


Staff Member 
To Edit Newsletter 


The appointment of Mrs. 
Shirley Northcote to the office 


staff of the Wabash Valley 
Association became effective 
July 1. 


Mrs. Northcote is the former 
Associate Editor of the Daily 
Republican Register in Mt. 
Carmel. Illinois. and has been 
engagedinpublic relations work 
throughout her career. One of 
her principal duties will be as 
editor of the Wabash Valley 
News. 

Shirley. a native of Oak Park. 
Illinois, has been a resident of 
the Wabash Valley for the past 
ten years. She has kept in close 
touch with the Association’s 
many projects and programs as 
she edited the special edition for 
the Mt. Carmel paper which has 
been published at annual meeting 
time for the past nine years. 
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GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONIES were held in May to start construction of the 


first flood control structure on the Mill Creek Watershed near Marshall, Ill. First spade 
of earth participants were (above from left), Omer T. Shawler, attorney; Joe Kemp, 
Lawrence Lycan, Dale Veach, Harry Burnam, District trustees; Mrs. Lindley, John W. 
Lewis, Jr., featured speaker Illinois Secretary of State; and Robert Lashbrook, District 


Trustee. 


(SCS Photo) 


Mill Creek Called “Sleeping Giant” 


A crowd of approximately 100 
persons witnessed the 
groundbreaking ceremony at the 
site of structure Number 2 on the 


Charles Ownbey 
Appointed EPA 
Coordinator 


Charles R. Ownbey has been 
appointed Ohio River Basin 
Coordinator for the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency. Francis T. Mayo, 
Administrator for Region V, said 
“The opening of this new office 
and the appointment of Ownbey 
emphasize EPA’s continuing 
concern for the pollution 
problems along the Ohio River. 
Mayo expressed the hope that the 
appointment of Ownbey will 
facilitate communication at all 
levels of government in the effort 
to combat pollution of the Ohio 
River. 


Ownbey assumed his new 
duties June 11. He has been with 


EPA and its predecessor 
agencies in the Federal water 
pollution control program since 
1959. From 1968 to the present 
he served as Chief of the 
Planning Branch of the Office of 
Water Programs in Region V 
and as principal liaison 
with the Corps of Engineers in 
its water quality management 
studies in the Region. He was 
Director of a 6-year 
comprehensive study of water 
quality problems of the Great 
Lakes and Illinois River 
Drainage Basins. He has also 
served with the Tennessee 
Valley Authority. 

In expectation of his new 
duties, Ownbey emphasizes that 
“Because the Ohio is one of the 
largest rivers in the nation, the 
control of the quality and quantity 
of the river water is vital to the 
welfare of citizens of the area 
and to the economy of the nation. 
It is in recognition of the 
importance of the river that EPA 
has taken this step.” 


Mill Creek Watershed on May 27, 
and heard John W. Lewis, Jr., 
Illinois Secretary of State, as he 
presented his views of Mill 
Creek, that he referred to as a 
“sleeping giant’’. 

Lewis owns land in the Mill 
Creek Watershed which is 
susceptible to flooding, and 
related his personal experiences 
of having lived and hunted in the 
Mill Creek area. 

Various heads of agencies 
were among those present for the 
ceremony, andthe first spade of 
earth was turned by Mrs. R. A. 
Lindley, whose late husband was 
the first chairman and helped 
organize the Mill Creek 
Conservancy District. 


Following the groundbreaking 
by the trustees and other heads of 
agencies, Robert Smith, SCS 
Project Engineer, and Fremont 
Schoeck, SCS District 
Conservationist, gave details of 
the structure and the project in 
general. 


District Chairman Lawrence 
Lycan, introduced the various 
participants in the ceremony, 
and Mill Creek Watershed 
landowner, Rev. J. J. Kemp, 
delivered the invocation. 

Trustees and others 


instrumentalin the formation of 
the watershed, received hearty 
congratulations from those in 
attendance. 


LOCK GATES bound for the New Ohio River Lock and 
Dam, are pictured above as they were loaded recently at 
the Port of Catoosa, Oklahoma. Showing why downbound 


tonnage on the Arkansas 


River system has been 


developing well this season, the barge pictured, Union 
Barge Line Corporation’s No. 744, is loaded with tainter 
gates manufactured by the Flint Steel Company of Tulsa. 
Headed for Uniontown, Kentucky, the shipment by water 
is but one phase of the benefits of water transportation. A 
bus load of WVA’ers, led by President Joe McGuire, 
visited Catoosa in October '71, at which time they also in- 
spected the McClellan-Kerr Waterway on the Arkansas 


and Verdigris Rivers. 


(Union Barge Line Photo) 


(Continued from page 7) 


other cities along the Wabash 
when itis developed. This is why 
I think itis so important that the 
people of the Wabash Valley work 
hard -- through the Wabash 
Valley Association and through 
its county affiliates and other 
interested organizations -- to 
bring about the full and orderly 
development of the Wabash River 
Valley. 

To be sure, every major 
waterway program has been an 
uphill fight requiring massive 
public effort. Just to prove the 
economic value of a proposed 
waterway is not enough. The 
project literally has to be sold. 
You must make farmers 
understand that availability of 
water transportation will mean 
more money in their pockets for 
grain and soybeans and that 
fertilizer costs will come down. 
You must show how much the 
entire valley will benefit if 
perennial floods can be 
eliminated. You must make sure 
that the waterway plan includes 
scenic areas, ample fish and 
wildlife protective measures, 
recreation opportunities for both 
mass participation and also for 
individual enjoyment, nature 
trails, etc. -- in other words, 
environmental enhancement. 
And you must convince critics 
that the waterway will revitalize 
the region, becoming the center 
of activity for riverside 
communities, encouraging the 
construction of new towns, and 
creating the incentives which can 
lead toa better life. This is what 
you have in store, and this is 
whatkyou have to sell if your 
waterway project is to move 
forward. 

There are many encouaging 
signs which should give you 
renewed hope. The presence in 
this valley of huge reserves of 
low-sulphur coal becoms more 
and more significant in view of 
ever more strigent controls on 
air pollution. Innovations in the 
barge and towing industry are 
making more and more 
commerce suitable for water 
transportation. For instance, the 
movement of containers by barge 
-- ‘*fishy-back,’’ as it’s 
sometimes called -- means that 
smaller volumes of cargo 
become barge-adaptable, and the 
advent of barge-carrying ships 
means that barges assume a new 
and important role in direct, 
efficient international trade. And 
implementation of new Federal 
guidelines for evaluating the 
feasibility of waterway 
programs, which are pending at 
the present time, could result in 
the possible inclusion of 
‘*regional development 
benefits” -- a new category of 
benefits which could be 
extremely important in 
determining whether or not the 
Wabash will ever be fully 
developed. 

Unfortunately, there are some 
danger signs on the horizon, too. 
The chief threat appears to be on 
provision of the new Federal 
guidelines recently proposed. 
This is a provision which would 
substantially increase the 
interest - discount rate used in 
evaluating and formulating water 
projects. In judging economic 


Resources Monitor Launched Into Perfect Orbit 


(Editor’s Note: Dr. Marion 
Baumgardner of Purdue’s 
Laboratory for Agricultural 
Remote Sensing, told WVA’ers of 
this project during the annual 
meeting in February 1971. You 
will recall, Dr. Baumgardner 
called this spin-off of the space 
program “The most exciting 
environmental research going on 
in the U.S. today””). 


According to the Association 
Press, the United States ERTS 
Spacecraft rocketed into perfect 
orbit above earth's North and 
South Poles July 23, 1972, 


opening what scientists hope will 
be a new era in man’s 
surveillance of his planet's 
dwindling natural resources. 
ERTS, short for Earth 
Resource Technology Satellite, 
is to circle the globe every 103 
minutes taking photographs with 
three television cameras 
equipped with special filters and 
a radiation sensing device. 
Scientists hope the spacecraft 
will give them for the first time 
the capability to monitor on a 
global scale such things as 
crops, water supplies, forestand 
even schools of fish. They hope 


ERTS will find oil and mineral 
deposits, bring better land use 
and map geological features. 


Since the first satellites 
rocketed into space 15 years ago, 
scientists have dreamed of 
orbiting instruments to monitor 
earth on a global scale, helping 
man more wisely manage natural 
resources like crops, forests, 
water supplies and fisheries. 


The same instruments, it was 
realized, also could help 
improve maps, aid geology 
studies and spot pollution and 
land use changes. 
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feasibility, I am sure you are 
aware of the time-honored 
benefit - cost comparison. What 
this really means is that project 
costs plus interestat a specified 
rate are compared with potential 
benefits which are ‘‘discounted”’ 
atthe same rate. As the interest - 
discount rate is increased, it has 
the effect of making it more 
and more difficult to justify the 
longrange project, particularly 
navigation. The interest - 
discount rate is now five 3-8th 
percent, but a rate of 7 percent 
has been proposed to take effect 
immediately and to increase to 
10 percentafter five years. A 10 
percent interest - discount rate 
means that the Wabash Waterway 
would have to show an average 
annual rate of return on 
investment of 10 percent just to 
come up with a 1-to-1 benefit - 
cost ratio. 

Sucha high discount rate is, I 
believe, unreasonable and 
discriminatory. The National 
Waterways Conference, the 
Wabash Valley Association and 
other waterway organizations 
are fighting this proposal. If it is 
approved, it will effectively end 
the Federal government’s 
involvement in far-sighted, 
region-building water programs. 
Governments have been making 
investments in large projects for 
the public good ever since Joseph 
recommended that the Pharoah 
build granaries, although I am 
sure Joseph did not use a benefit - 
cost ratio or apply a discount 
rate. When he public welfare is at 
stake, government has a mandate 
to act. 

I cannot over-emphasize the 
crucial importance of two policy 
issues: 1 - the standards and 
criteria for the evaluation of 
river and harbor projects, 
including the designation of the 
proper interest - discount rate; 
and 2 - the matter of waterway 
tolls and use charges, which 
involves beneficiary charges for 
flood control projects and cost- 
sharing for other water 
programs. If we lose the battle 
over these policy issues, I can 
tell you quite frankly there will 
be no Wabash Waterway or, for 
that matter, probably no other 
new comprehensive waterway 
developments. These issues are 
that vital. 

If you want to learn more about 
what’s involved, and what can be 
done to help, I wouid like to 
suggest that you plan on attending 
the National Waterways 
Conference’s annual convention 
scheduled this fall in 
Indianapolis. The dates are 
September 20-22, 1972, and the 
headquarters hotel will be the 
Indianapolis Hilton. The Wabash 
Valley Association has 
scheduled a fall meeting in 
conjunction with our convention. 
Icanassure you that it will be a 
timely and worthwhile meeting. 

Our interest in the Wabash 
program is one of the main 
reasons we are meeting this year 
in Indiana. We are also 
interested in your new port at 
Burns Harbor on Lake Michigan 
and in the new Southwind 
Maritime Centre on the Ohio 
River. Southwind, of course, 
complements the Wabash 
Waterway -- just as the 
development of the Wabash 
Waterway would add to the value 
and importance of other 
waterways. 

The Wabash, then, can look 
forward to the day when it will be 
a key segment of the entire mid- 
continent waterway system. Let 
this be your dream. And set forth 
now with the determination and 
foresight to convert that dream 
into reality. Keep your sights 
fixed on the future andnever lose 
hope. As the Chinese say, ‘‘He 
who has hope has everything.”” 


No Calorie Diet 
Horses don't eat the day they 


race. A lot of people who bet don't 
eat the next day. 
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“The Wabash 9 as the fu- 
ture link between the Great 


| Lakes and the Ohio River Was A 
» fori 


etch 
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| the possibility 
members of the alle 
Speakers Josep mas 
chairman of the Indi e : 
Commission, and Dr. Earl Butz, 

| vice president and dean of con- 
tinuing education at Purdue Uni- 
versity, shared their hopes of 
navigation on the Wabash dur- 
„ing the annual dinner meeting of 


e WVA at Rose-Hulman Insti: ` 


tute’s Memorial Union, 


The river was desetina as the 
geatest potential transportation 
_ system in the midwest, Thomas 

| said the go-ahead give cently 
by the Indiana General Assem- 

| bly for the development of a port 
at Mount Vernon on the Ohio 
River makes the importance of 
the Wabash even more vital to 
the state’s transportation sys- 
tem. 


“It is estimated there are be- 
tween 50 and 100 billion tons of 
coal under the ground between 
Danville, I!l., and the Ohio Riv- 
er,” Thomas said, “and I cannot 
think of a better way to ship it 
than down the Wabash River.” 

“Many people do not realize 
Indiana ranks ninth among the 
50 states in exports. This status 
is bound to improve with the 


Continued On Page 7, Col. 3. 
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WABASH RIVER SUPPORTERS — Speakers at the Wabash Valley Associa 
dinner meeting Wednesday evening at the Rose- Hulman Institute of Technology m 
resentatives of area commigsiobs interested in the development of navigation € 
River. From the left, George Gettinger, executive director of the Wabash Y 
Commission; Maynard Wheeler, president of the Vigo County Chapter of Y 
speakers Joseph N. Thomas, chairman of the. Indiana port Commission an 


vice president and dean 7 E Continuing education at Purdue University. 
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Martin Photo. 
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if 
" | |recent, positive advances made; 


Wabash River 


Sóntinued From Page One. | 


by the state of Indiana in the) 
¡development of water transpor- 
tation.” 

| Thomas cited the opening of 
\{Indiana’s first public port on the 
JL Michigan coast and the 


ip sed ruction of. the 
Southwind time Center ut 
Mount V n as real steps for- 


|ward in evelopment of In 
diana’s natufal resources which, 
he called the richest in the na 
tion. D 

“This all. costs money.’ 
Thomas said, “but I look on the 
development of ports and water 
Ways as an investment, not an 
expenditure.” He pointed out 
the new port on the norther: 
shoreline has already returned 
W per cent of its total cost back 
to the state and will continue to 
pour taxes and other revenues 
back into the state coffers. 

“It is time the people of In 
diana realize they are sending, 
dollars to Washington and re 
ceiving nickels in return, while 
some southern states send nick- | 
els to Washington and get dol. 
rs in 2? Thomas said. 


“The ederal ae ent 
poured more than $1 million 
into the Arkansas River to 


make it navigable and is pres- 
ently spending more than $138 
billion to thankless nations over- 
seas. It is time Washington 
started returning some of this 
money to the people ‘of Indi-' 
ana to develop their natural 
waterways.” 


Dr. Butz; who served as assist- 
ant secretary of agriculture in 
the Eisenhower :«dministratio 
cited lack of ‘interest on the F 
half of Indiana residents as 
central problem in developme 
of the river basin. “We have 
ask the officials. that control f 
eral fun s for the money,” 
said. “It doesn’t come with 
asking.” 

More than 400 persons from 
throughout the two - state Wa- 
bash Valley attended Wetines- 
iay's annual meeting that. was 
staged to bring all those in- 
terested in» _the development of 
the river together to make a 
poteut force for progress. 

It-was noted at the dinner af- 
fair about 100 members of the 
WVA will travel, to Washington, 
D.C., May 26, at their own ex- 
pense, to meet with legislators 
and other governmental officals 
involved in conservation, rivers 
and harbors. 

The trip has been an annual 
event for WVA since 1960, May- 
nard Wheeler, president of the 
Vigo County chapter of the 
WVA, said these trips increase| 
in importance each year be- 
cause government officials are 
impressed by people who are 
serious enough about projects to 
say their own expenses for this 
tomtact with the government. 
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Navigating the Legislature 
Rep. Harry “Babe” Woodyard, R-Chrisman, left, and widening the Waba 


Bob O'Daniel, 


Wabash 


By Dick Robinson 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


State Rep. Harry ‘‘Babe’’ 
Woodyard, R-Chrisman, has 
breathed new life into his resolution 
calling for a Wabash River 
navigability study, which has been 
aground in the Illinois Senate for 
weeks. 

The resolution was endorsed by 
the Water Resources Committee of 
the Association of Illinois Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts after 
Woodyard testifed before the group 
on the merits of Wabash River 
pevigation: 

_ Woodyard is the main sponsor of 


chairman of the Wabash Valley 
Association, discuss a proposed "Ib study on 


industrial use. 


ebesh iver 


That 
consideration in the Illinois Legislature. 


Community À Affairs File 


sh River for commercial and 
topic is currently under 


. navigation issue 
snags on legislative flotsam | 


the House resolution requesting that 
the U.S. Corps of Engineers update 
an obsolete feasibility study of 
making the river navigable. The 
most recent feasibility study, made 
in the late 1970s, estimated the 
benefit-to-cost ratio at 96 cents in 
benefits for every $1 spent on the 
project. Supporters of the navigation 
proposal contend an updated study 
would find the benefits far greater 
than the cost. 

“We're looking at this study as a 
way of determining whether the 
river could be navigable,” Woodyard 
said. “If we did develop transporta- 
tion capabilities along the Wabash, 
we could create 30,000 new jobs in 
Illinois. Coal and grain could be 


transported quickly and easily, and 
the Wabash Valley would receive a 
direct economic benefit.” 

Woodyard’s resolution had no 
trouble being approved in the House. 

Resolutions introduced by West 
Central Indiana legislators in the 
Indiana House and Senate were 
approved earlier this year. Gov. 
Robert Orr has signed the resolu- 
tions which were forwarded to the 
Indiana legislative delegation at 
Washington, D.C. 

State Sen. Terry Bruce, D-Olney, 
is the main sponsor for a similar 
resolution in the Illinois Senate. 
Bruce’s resolution has moved from 
the Senate Executive Committee 
since it was introduced. 


LON Oc 


L as 


€345 4 


4ILVIND¥ID 
JONG: 


INU, 
uwos 


\ 


AAS 


no) ° 


cesar 2 nand ae 


Cammy po File WA 
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doesn't get vote 


in Legislatur © 94 


Illinois senators did not vote on a 
resolution requesting the U.S. Corps 
of Engineers to take another look at 
the feasibility of commerical naviga- 
tion on the Wabash River. 

State Sen. Terry Bruce, D-Olney, 
introduced the resolution in March 
which was placed on the Secretary of 
the Senate’s desk, but it was never 

assigned to the floor for a vote. 
Bruce wasn’t available Monday to 
comment of the resolution’s failure 
to get a vote. A spokesman for his 
office checked the Senate records 
and said there was not time to bring 
the measure to a vote. The final day 
of the spring term was Friday, and 
the Senate worked on bills until 3 
a.m. Saturday. 

The resolution, similar to those 
approved earlier this year in the 
Indiana House and Senate, asked the 
engineers to update a study made 


late in the 1970s on Wabash River 
navigation. 
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Ts aking 1984 
* The Illinois legislature remembered to 
impose a five percent tax on soda pop, 
to increase their own expense accounts, 
set in motion hefty pay raises for 
themselves, to fund a world’s fair 
boondoggle and to drive an unwanted and 
unneeded toll road through Chicago's 
western suburbs. 

But the one item of most value to the 
southern part of the state, arguably to 
the economy of the entire state, was 
forgotten — or ignored. 

A resolution asking the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to study and draft a 
plan for making the Wabash River 
navigable was still on the desk of the 
Secretary of the'Senate when the Illinois 
legislature turned out the lights Saturday 
night. The same bill had passed the 
Illinois House without hassle last month 
and was sent to the Senate for a vote. But 
for reasons beyond our ken, no action 
was taken. State Sen. Terry Bruce, the 
Olney Democrat who sponsored the 


»resolution, must be held accountable, if 
“only for not getting the bill to a vote 


‘during the weeks it was in the Senate. 


= Both houses of the Indiana legislature 


“passed the bill and Gov. Robert D. Orr 
“signed it without hesitation. It would 
pave been in the interest of Illinois’ 


care of ‘itself, “not us 
2Nes 


ers Caño officials to do the same. 
The Wabash is the largest river in the | 
nation that is not navigable. And, best | 
estimates are that were it made. 
navigable it would afford local busi- 
nesses, 
munities all along the river new op- 
portunities for growth. 


Water transportation, while slower, is. 


much cheaper and would be a major 
attraction to coal, grain, fertilizer, 
limestone, and other industries present 
but struggling in the Wabash Valley. It 
has been estimated that more than 30 
million tons of freight would be moved 
through the Wabash Valley, if the river 
were navigable. And because of the 
cheaper transportation costs, profits 
here would be greater and costs to 
consumers would be less. That combina- 
tion should help attract new business — 
that’s new jobs — to the job-starved 


communities on the Indiana and Illinois 


banks of the Wabash. 


In addition to the merchantile valley: 


of a navigable river, we should also note 
the recreational value it would have. 

We can only hope that the Illinois 
senate has the foresight to correct its 
error. 
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We were a bit disheartened just a 
week ago when a representative of the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers told the 
Wabash Valley Association that a 1977 
study on the feasibility of making the 
Wabash River navigable may have 
been way off the mark. He suggested 
the feasibility wasn’t nearly as good as 
the study suggested. 

But today we feel better about the 
situation. We feel better because 
engineers and politicians have been 
wrong about such things before, as 
they were in the Tennessee-Tombigbee 
Waterway case. You can read about 
that situation today on Page C4. 

Essentially, critics said making the 
Tennessee-Tombigbee a navigable 
body of water through the south was a 


fi We C 
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From boondoggle to bo on 


pork barrel and boondoggle. But now, 
with 11 months still remaining before 
the Waterway is completely open, it is 
already showing its value. Develop- 
ment is occurring, industries are in- 
terested and sections of the Waterway 
already open are getting heavy use. 
Yes, it cost $1.99 billion for the 234 
miles of the Waterway, but the boon- 
doggle has become a boon to the region. 
We believe the same thing would 
occur along the Wabash if it were made 
navigable from here to the Ohio River. 
We hope the Corps of Engineers goes 
into the study of our river with an open 
mind, with a can-do attitude, with a 
determination to find a basis to make 
it happen instead of a reasons why it 


can’t. 
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Wabash 


GREENUP, Il., ts 
Terry Bruce, D-Olney, TAE 
believe his resolution calling for an 
undated Wabash River navigation 
feasibility studyis dead even though 
the Illinois Senate failed to vote on 
it before the summer break. 

Bruce’s resolution, similar to 
those passed by the Indiana House 
and Senate and the Illinois house, 
requests that the U.S. Corps of 
Engineers take another look at a 
1970s study when it was determined 


navigation ; st 


dredging the river ca have an 
unfavorable benefit-to-cost ration. 
Dredging advocates contend an up- 
dated study would show benefits 
outweigh costs. 

The 1970 study rated costs at 95 
cents for every dollar spent. 

Bruce’s resolution was introduced 
in March and made it as far as the 
Secretary of the Senate’s desk where 
it remained without a calender date. 

The resolution will remain on the 
secretary's desk until the November 


in 


fue 


session when it ee Meet ber 
the full Senate, Bruce Paid 

The delay doesn’t bother Bruce, 
because he wasn’t pleased with the 
language and will amend his original 
version. He intends to travel to 
Louisville to talk with corps 
representatives about the undated 
study proposal. 

“I understand several acres of 
land would have to be taken to make 
the river navigable, and I want to see 
for myself what the original study 


udy not dead: Sponsor 


Fig 


Showed would be taken,” he said. 

Also, Bruce said he would amend 
his resolution to say that the 
Senate's request for a study revision 
does not mean the Senate supports 
the creation of any new lakes in 
Illinois. 

Creation of lakes to hold water to 
make navigation possible was a 
major concern expressed by en- 
vironmental group representatives 
who spoke in opposition to dredging 
at earlier public hearings in Illinois. 
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ny Danile, chairman of 
the House of Representative 
Select Committee on 
Economic Recovery, an- 
nounced today a sub- 
committee he has formed , 
will holda public meeting in 
Paris April 13 to discuss the 
Wabash Valley efforts to 
upgrade the Wabash River to 
be navigable for river trade 
and commerce. The meeting 
will be held from 10 a.m. 
until noon at the Paris 
Township Hall, 204 Ten 
Broeck. 


“Recently the Indiana and 
Illinois General Assemblies 
adopted resolutions calling 
for the expansion of river 
trade and commerce along 
our common border..the 
Wabash River,” Stuffle said. 
“I sponsored the resolution 
in Illinois because I know not 
only of the interest in the 
subject, but of the long term 
economic benefits such an 
expansion would have for the 
affected areas.” 

Stuffle noted that the in- 
tent of the group is to en- 
courage federal state and 
local interest in dredging, 
widening, and upgrading the 
Wabash River to promote 
barge and commercial 
traffic. 

“We must focus our 
economic development ef- 
forts to a wide range of 
potential solutions,” Stuffle 
said. “The improvements 
that we are going to be 
discussing regarding the 
Wabash are natural at- 
tempts to promote self- 
recovery for the area.” 

Stuffle noted that he is 
working closely with of- 
ficials from the State of 
Indiana and Illinois on the 
project. 


1/4 des State is e with 
many navigable rivers,” 
Stuffle said. “I see no reason 
why the potential to make 
the Wabash a further 
economic lifeline for Ilinois 
cannot be studied.” 

Stuffle noted that in ad- 
dition to river usage by 
barge traffic an upgraded 
water system might well 
provide the additional in- 
centive for business to locate 
in the Wabash Valley area. 

“These businesses would 
not necessarily locate at 
river's edge,” Stuffle said. 
“They might well locate 
inland several miles but they 
need to know that they can 
count on a dependable, 
inexpensive, and safe source 
of water.” 

Stuffle also noted that in 
addition to commerce, an 
upgraded water system 
would encourage citizen 
relocation and promote 
fishing and bunns in the 
area. 

“My sub-committee will 
explore the benefits of such a 
proposal and develop the 
necessary legislation that 
should be adopted at the 
federal and state level to get 
the program implemented.” 

Members of the sub 
committee: include 
Representative Stuffle as 
Chairman, Representatives 
James Rea (D-Christopher), 
Helen  Satterthwaite (D- 
Champaign), David Harris 
(R-Arlington Heights), and 
Robert Winchester (R- 
Rosiclare), 

Stuffle urged all interested 
parties to attend the'hearing 
and to contact his office if 
they had any questions. His 
office is located at L-2 
Strattoon Office Building, 
Springfield, Illinois 62706; 
phone 217-782-5108. 
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Poris me apet a Se | member Tom Rhoads noted board navigational plan proposed in 1977 to- 


Beacon-News Staff 

- Paris could become an Illinois center 
for development of the Wabash River 
as a navagable waterway, it was 
suggested this morning at a legislative 
hearing concerning the proposal. 

Economic support and en- 
vironmental opposition were both 
voiced at the Illinois House legislative 
subcommittee hearing today, chaired 
by State Rep. Larry Stuffle (D- 
Danville). The hearing drew about 30 
citizens to the Paris Township meeting 
room, with the leadoff statement 
presented by Terre Haute Mayor Pete 
Chalos who has been spearheading 
Indiana interest in the plan. 

The hearing resulted from a 
resolution passed by the Illinois and 
Indiana legislatures that asks the U. S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to update its 
navigation study on the lower Wabash. 

Rep. Stuffle, chairman of the sub- 
committee on agricultural recovery 
problems, and committee members 
Helen Sattherwaite (D-Champaign) 
and Jim Rea (D-Christopher) con- 
ducted the hearing that may result in 
proposals before the Illinois General 
Assembly concerning the Wabash 
study. 

Based on the testimony and interest 


shown today, Rep. Rea proposed that a ~~ 


part-time office be established in Paris 
to coordinate Wabash River develop- 
ment efforts with Indiana authorities 
and the private non-profit Wabash 
Valley Association which includes 
membership from both states. 

He suggested the House Tran- 
sportation Study Commission might 
staff the office, which would be funded 
by a state appropriation of $15,000 to 
$20,000. 


‘claimed substantial 


cot Sac. A oe 
After Terre ‘Haute Mayor 
reviewed. the interest and sup 


Indiana for the study request, Jerry 


Hayes and Charles Lewis offered local, 80 


support for the plan. Both are members 
of the Paris Mayor's Economic Task 
Force. In addition Hayes is a member 
of the Edgar County Board, which had 
three other members present for the 
session. Paris city manager Ralph 


Jacob was on hand to represent city 
government. 

A strong objection to the new study of 
a project “that has been studied to 
death over 200 years” was voiced by 
John W. Thompson of Champaign, 
representing the Illinois Environ- 
mental Council. 

He questioned whether barge 
navigation on the Wabash from Terre 
Haute south to the Ohio would actually 
improve the local economy, and 
damage would 
result to farmland bordering the river 
where a new channel would have to be 
constructed. 

“This project brings a false hope for 
economic benefits to the area,” he said. 
“It hasn’t been feasible for 200 years, 
and it never will be.” 

Thompson’s conclusions were 
countered by several of the others 
presenting testimony. County Board 


port in members had just recently attended a 


Der on the closing of the north- 

railroad from Paris to Mt. Car- 
mel Testimony at that hearing pointed 
to substantially higher grain prices 
offered local farmers if they had access 
to river grain movement, he said. 

Rep. Stuffle pointed out that the 
objective of the legislative resolutions, 
and support that might be shown from 
the hearing, was to authorize a restudy 
of the Wabash for navigation. 

In practical terms, Stuffle admitted, 
this means obtaining support of the 
Congressional delegations from both 
states, the governors of Illinois and 
Indiana, and the Reagan ad- 
ministration. 

In his testimony, Lewis referred to 
the Corps of Engineers studies of 1972 
and 1977 on Wabash navigation, in- 
cluding the “Cross Wabash” 


run from Lafayette, Ind. Pat to the 
Ohio. he ay 

At that time, Lewis pointed out, the 

“cost-benefit ratio’ for the section 
from Terre Haute south to the Ohio was 
“within a few cents” of showing a 
dollar return for each dollar spent. That 
study used 1975 economic statistics 
“when gasoline was in the range of 30 
cents a gallon, and we had not lost our 
railroads. 

“I’m confident that the benefits 
would be well above the cost today,” he 
said. 

Lewis also pointed out _ that 
historically Illinois and the Midwest 
“has sent far more tax dollars to 
Washington than we ever get back. If 
this proves to be a worthwhile project, 
it’s time that we were given an op — 
portunity to use some of these tax 
dollars.” 


| The state senate TA MiS Usen 

| sitting on a bill that could lead to making 
the Wabash River navigable, from Terre 
Haute to the Ohio River. 

We find this dawdling unconscionable. 

The Wabash River is the largest river 
«in the nation that is not navigable, a fact 
«which adversely affects the economic 
vitality of the Wabash Valley. Were the 
river made navigable, farmers and 
businesses would profit from the reduced 
costs of getting their products to market 
and from the reduced costs of getting 
raw materials into their factories. 

Additionally, it could be expected that 
water transportation would attract new 
businesses and industries — that means 
jobs — to the Valley. Some of those new 
businesses would serve the recreation 
opportunities that a navigable river 
would create. 

The house, senate and governor in 
Indiana recognized the value of making 
the Wabash navigable when they ap- 
proved a bill this year. The bill asks the 


_Army Corps of Engineers to immediate- - 
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getting Wet ashe A Che the dredging 
work, by the way, would bring millions, 
perhaps billions, of dollars’ of federal 
money into the Valley as payroll for the 
laborers. 

After the Indiana legislature approved 
and its governor signed the navigation 
bill, the Illinois house did the same. But 
the bill lost momentum when it reached 
the Illinois senate. At last report, the bill 
has been unable to navigate its way to 
the senate floor; it was sitting on the 
desk of the secretary of the senate, 
meaning it has not been scheduled for a 
vote. 

We don’t know why Illinois senators 
would be so dilatory on this important 
piece of legislation. It is true that we’re 
talking about downstate Illinois, 
something Chicago-area senators tend to 
forget, but the senate is supposed to 
represent the entire state. And a 
navigable river would be as important to 
all the cities and towns along the Illinois 
banks of the Wabash as it would be for 


“ly begin cost-benefit studies aimed at © the cities and towns on the Indiana sy 
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By PHIL JUNKER 

Y Of what value would com- 
mercial navigation be to the 

Y Wabash Valley and are there 

+ natural resources in the Valley 
N which could be transported on 
Q the Wabash River? 

Q These questions and many 
2 others will be answered in de- 
Š tail in a report to be completed 
in 1966 by the Army Corps of 
Engineers in co-operation with 
local, state and federal agencies. 
In the meantime partial in- 
formation is available to give! 
an insight into what the reporti 
might reveal. | 

Local studies already com-) 
pleted show that there are; 
many natural resources in the: 
Wabash Valley that could be! 
transported more economically: 
by river transportation and that. 
there are many others now not: 
being used that possibly would 
be utilized if cheaper trans- 
portation were available. 

Economically if could not 
only be profitable for Valley 
experts but benefits could be 
reaped from imports brought 
into the area. 

The reality of commercial 
transportation depends greatly 
on the findings of the 1966 re- 
port. 
benefits to the area would be 
greater than the tremendous 
cost of canalization and other 
expenses to make the river 
navigalable then it may be a 
reality. 


i 


What resources are already concern has already purchased | 
known to be in the 10 countics! easements on the river with, 


Jining both sides of the Wabash 
River from its mouth on the 
Ohio River to Terre Haute? 

Of the valuable resources in 
the Wabash Valley grain, coal. 
sand, gravel, petroleum 
timber are the major items 
which could be hauled by cheap 
river transportation. Included 


in the 10-county area is 400,000. 


acres of forest land. 

According to Dr. B. K. Bar- 
ton. executive of the Wabash 
Valley Interstate Commission, 
an average of $115 million in 
coal. oil, limestone, sand and 
gravel are produced in the area 
annually, 

There are an cstimated 38; 
billion tons of mineable coal! 
reserves in the area which are, 
not now being worked. | 

“Lower freight rates should 
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a h. Co AN 
open up production of such Certainly other areas with no 
coal in many valley areas,” said, more natural resources to offer 
Barton. ‘than the Wabash Valley have 
Not all is rosey in the possi-| benefited greatly from river 
bility of transportation on the 
river. John Lamb, executive: vantages. | 
Isecretary of the Terre Haute} Several basic features have 
¡Chamber of Commerce, points attracted a vast industrial ex- 
‘out that with the advent of/pansion in the Ohio Valley. Ac- 
barges on the Wabash it mighti cording to Hudson Biery. execu- i 
be possible for non-union coal tive vice president of the Ohio 
mine companies in Kentucky toi Valley Improvement Associa- 
ship coal into the valley and tion, “since 1950, new capital 
{even undersell local mines. ¡investment has exceeded 18 bil- 
Will Favor Traffic. ‘lion dollars. There has been no, 


| 


transportation and related ad- |) 


Lamb says the Chamber of. 
Commerce has taken a stand: 
that they are for commercial 
river traffic if the 1966 report 
shows it is practical. 

“Why should the taxpayers 
foot the bili for something that 
won't be used except by week- 


campaign or movement to bring | 
about these important changes. 

“After documenting the 18: 
billion expansion, researchers 
of the Ohio Valley Improvement} 
Association sought to find the 
reasons for this fantastic devel- 
opment. They were not hard to 
find, First, there was low cost 


If it is found that the| 


and: 


one ene boaters,” says; transportation of all kinds, rail, 
: Lamb. highway, pipeline, t 

| There are those who have the! air.” i BE i E, 
philosophy that due to the! “Then there was low cost wa-! 


flood problem the river mustiter, of improving quality. Next, 
¿be canalized. If this is done|came low cost fuel, coal, oil and: 
‘why not just go a step further| gas. Then came low cost power, 
and make it navigable. It would| closely related to fuel | 
¡be foolish to spent a great deal| These four influences are alli 
of money on flood control when! related to the Ohio River” he: 
'for just a comparatively few) said, i 

more dollars you could havel Doug Weatherholt. now with: 


both. —— 2 

| Dr. Barton states, “It is truel| Indiana State College and for-! 
'that part of the flood problemimer West Virginia newspaper-j 
‘is due to a lack of channel íM[man who has written on river; 


Lae sre onan aa ee. | economics, has said, “The three 
leeches Wh the vale E an things large companies 
‘most limitless. One Terre Haute 190k for when locating are: low 

E = cost electrical power, economic 
transportation and cheap labor.! 
¡With river improvements the! 
Wabash Valley could supply all] 
three.” 

Weatherholt says his native 
Kanawha River Valley, which 
jis now the most highly indus- 
itrialized tributary of the Ohio 


plans that if barges ever travel 
the river it can immediately ex- 
pand operations. 


‘River, has no more natural re-i 
(sources than the Wabash Valley.’ 
| “Prom Powhaten Point on the 
Ohio to Hanging Rock, W. Va. 
ithere are now 53 large plants on 
the West Virginia side,” he said. 
This is on less than 80 miles 
along the shoreline. 
Commercial river traffic 
would not be a complete stran- 


ger to the Wabash. As late as 


¡World War I a few sand and| 
lgravel barges used the river, | 
and even in the 1930's pleasure: 
boats hauled passengers on the; 
river from Terre Haute. 

| Someday, depending greatly) 
‘on the 1966 report, kids may: 
lonce again look to the river at. 
‘the sound of a boat horn and: 
‘watch barges hauling their pro-! 
duce to market, 


' ONCE USED—The Wabash River, soon to be studied for 
possible future commercial navigation, was once used for 
hauling both people and produce. Pictured here is an 


early steamer docked at Terre Haute, 
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. A grass-roots movement to en- 
‘courage federal officials to take 
„another look at the feasibility of 
| dredging the Wabash River, mak- 
“ing it suitable for barge and other 
‘commercial navigation, is still 
Browing. 
~ The latest organization to jump 
«on the navigation bandwagon is the 
“Chamber of Commerce's board of 
‘directors in Robinson, Ill. The 
chamber adopted a resolution sup- 

orting a new study on the 
feasibility of commercial . barge 
‘traffic from Terre Haute to the 
“Ohio River. 
` The resolution, as with similar 
“measures adopted by other groups, 
«has been forwarded to the Illinois 
‘delegation in Washington, D.C., to 
show widening support for the 
project. 
' Wabash Valley Association, with 
-membership on both sides of the 
Wabash River, has been a motivat- 
ing force in renewing interest in 
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the project which was considered 
almost dead a few years ago. 

The only setback the WVA has 
suffered in the past year was the 
Illinois Senate’s failure to adopt a 
resolution encouraging a new study 
of dredging the Wabash River as 
far north as Terre Haute. 

A resolution was introduced by 
Sen. Terry Bruce, D-Oiney, but was 
never called for a vote. Bruce said 
he was not pleased with the 
resolution and had planned to 
make changes in it. 

Bruce is now the 19th District 
Representative in Congress. 

The Illinois House adpoted a 
similar dredging resolution. A 
similar measure was passed by the 
Indiana Senate and House. 

The latest requests for a new 
study asked that fewer changes be 
made in the river channel than had 
been anticipated in a study made in 
the 1970s.. 
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River talk River talk floating 


By Dick Robinson e à 7 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter T APR 1 4 1984 

PARIS, Il. — Illinois lawmakers are prepared to 
make a larger commitment to Wabash River navigation 
than are Indiana legislators. 

Indiana’s General Assembly passed a resolution 
requesting the U.S. Corps of Engineers update a 1970s 
feasibility study of commercial river traffic. The 
Illinois Legislature has a resolution as well as a $20,000 
AA Y in its Department of Transportation 
_ budge 

Rep. Larry Stuffle, D-Danville, recommended the 
money be used for a part-time office to collect 
information and to promote the project. Rep. James 
Rea, D-Christopher, supported Stuffle's recommenda- 
tion and suggested the office be here. 

After the Illinois House resolution passed, Stuffle, 
chairman of the Select Committee on Economic 
Recovery, started public hearings on the issue in the 
river area. The first was Friday. 

Terre Haute Mayor P. Pete Chalos kicked off the 
hearing, advocating support for navigation. “Wabash 
Valley Association officers know this is a political item 
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e this is the most appropriate time to ask [politicans] 
for their help,” Chalos said. “If this project is going to 
go, it will have to have a broad political backing.” 

Farmers and environmentalists locked horns -n 
Friday's hearing. 

John Thompson, speaking for Illinois Environmental 
Council, a collection of nearly 50 different environmen- 
tal groups, said dredging the Wabash would be ‘‘a false 
hope as far as being of any economic benefit.” 

The plan is not to dredge the Wabash but to build a 
new river, he said. The river's course would have to be 
straightened to accommodate modern 600-foot barges, 
he said. Thompson estimated building costs at $1.6 
billion. The river must handle 77 million tons of freight 
annually to justify the expense, he said, and that's more 
than the 60 million tons needed to justify navigation on 
the Ohio. 

“Think again on this canal: there are better ways to 
spend your tax dollars,” Thompson said. 

Area farmers don't see-it that way. Several went on 
record saying barge traffic could be an economic 
benefit to agriculture. There was an estimate that grair 
could be shipped by water from Terre Haute to central 
Kentucky at a saving of 45 cents per bushel. 
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Chadfieling Wabash 
unfeasible nowadays 
To the Editor: Bash Kief 


I was sorry to learn that the Wabash River is 
being considered for barge traffic. I believe that 
twice studies were made, under more favorable 
conditions, that found it a poor investment. 

Now we have more than a few coal mines that 
are not working for some reason. Some 1,300 of 
4,000 miners in Indiana are not working, which 
would indicate that coal freight would be less than 
when previously considered. 

The EPA and its “acid rain” insinuations no 
doubt have contributed to the lower coal sales. 

The big increase in coal production costs, since 
the last study, should have discouraged any 
further study. ; > 

The miners’ union is reportedly determined to 
get a healthy wage increase and/or better 
conditions in its future contract, even with one 
third of its members out of work. This would 
mean higher-priced coal, therefore less demand 

or it. 

Apparently coal and grain are the commodities 
best suited for transportation by barge, because 
those shipments are bulky. Coke is a similar item, 
but it is shipped to the north and west primarily 
— none to the south. What are the other items, 
shipped in large quantities, that make barge 
transportation seem so attractive? Are the barge 
holds adaptable to LCL (less car load) shipments? 
Could the volume of freight be great enough to 
warrant wharves, warehouses, trucks, personnel, 
etc., to serve at Hutsonville, Vincennes, Mount 
Carmel and possibly others? 

With the convenient, well-organized trucking 
systems available, not many would care to wait 
for an unscheduled barge shipment. Most shippers 
take pride in getting their materials delivered in 
good time. : 

Most carriers are organized so they will not 
return empty much of the time. This would be 
much harder to accomplish with barge carriers. 

About 1917 Eel River was straightened (Mizer 
Ditch) from Clay County to where Eel River joins 
White River near Worthington. The idea was to 
limit the flooding of the farms upstream. I’m sure 
this was a help as intended, but those farms near 
White River are flooded worse and more often 
than before the Mizer Ditch. When the Wabash 
River is straightened, those near the Ohio River 
will have to contend with a lot more flood water. 

The Mizer Ditch actually straightened Eel 
River. In so doing islands were created between 
the old river bed and the Mizer Ditch. My 
grandmother's farm and two others were cut into 
two parts, which forced them to have a ferry in 
order to farm the island. When the Wabash River 
is straightened, there probably will be similar 
islands created. 0 

Today the old Eel River bed is dry except 
during high water. However, they are able to get 
by without the ferry by purchasing right of way 
for an approach from the opposite side of the river 
and going down S.R. 157 to Worthington, then 
taking S.R. 67 to the purchased right of way. When 
the Wabash River is straightened, there may be 
several seeking some means of reaching part of 
their farms. 

Now the new Eel River (Mizer Ditch) has 
vertical banks, with piles of dirt similar to spoil 
banks on one or both sides. The 67 years has not 
rounded off the spoil banks as much as one would 
guess. 

Can you imagine portions of the Wabash River 
with high spoil banks on either side? 

If it were not feasible to channel the Wabash 


before, it surely isn't now. We are blessed with 
good trucking facilities. Why take away their 
business? 

If this project could pay off in 10 years, it still 
would be a poor investment, with the national debt 
as large as it is. A businessman would never 
consider such a project under these 
circumstances. You couldn’t possibly tax those 
who would benefit from it, nor could you tax those 
along the river as they did for the Mizer Ditch. 

I believe you are putting our congressmen ‘‘on 
the spot’’ by asking them to consider such a 
project. The national debt cannot support more 
spending. The congressmen may get a few votes 
by supporting this project, but not nearly as many 
as they stand to lose. They surely realize that we 
want the national debt reduced — not increased 
by a project that will tax us from now on. 

Let's keep the Wabash a scenic river. 

= —Howard F. Wills 
Ias MAY á h —Route 32 
1504 —Terre Haute 
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push for corps study, — n 


By Dick Robinson 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Wabash River navigation could be 
years away, but Wabash Valley 
Association members Thursday 
were confident they had taken a vital 
first step toward putting com- 
merical traffic on the river. 
Members believe the re-opening of 
navigation will have a tremendous 
positive economic impact on the 
area. 

The informational meeting, which 
attracted a couple hundred con- 
cerned citizens from Indiana and 
Illinois — some traveling more than 
150 miles to Terre Haute — was 
termed a broad show of public 
support to renew efforts to develop 
the Wabash River into. a navigable 
stream. 

After several hours of comments 
by speakers supporting the naviga- 
tion concept, the meeting concluded 
with the membership adopting a 
resolution calling for immediate 
action by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers to update its last feasibili- 
ty study of navigation on the river. 

A second part of the resolution 
asked the engineers to consider the 


economic advantages the Wabash 
Valley would experience from river 
commerce. 

A corps report, dating to the 1970s, 
determined Wabash River naviga- 
tion unfeasible because of the un- 
favorable benefit-to-cost ratio. It 
was estimated in the report that 96 
cents in benefits would result from 
each $1 of costs. The association is 
convinced an updated report would 
result in a better than one-to-one 
cost-benefit ratio. 

While the membership filed out, 
the executive committee was in 
session considering a program to 
keep public interest at a peak 
throughout 1984. 

Several speakers mentioned the 
navigation concept has been dis- 
cussed for years with no results. Don 
Foltz, association vice president who 
chaired the meeting, said, ‘‘Our 
biggest problem is we haven't 
thought about it and thought big.” 

A long list of businessmen, 
farmers and legislators, without 
getting down to specifics, agreed 
navigation would mean increased 
employment, new markets for grain 
and coal, an inexpensive means to 
get goods and commodities into and 
out of the area and economic 


recovery for Indiana and Illinois. 

Even sobering comments by Neil 
Jenkins, chief of the corps planning 
division, about the time needed to 
complete the project failed to 
dampen WVA enthusiasm for the 
project. Jenkins reviewed an ex- 
tensive laundry list of requirements 
to be completed before commercial 
traffic could could begin on river. 

Jenkins’ best guess is that it would 
be 15 to 20 years before the project 
could be completed. That figure is 
slightly under the 22-year average 
needed to complete a major corps 
project. There are many studies and 
reviews necessary before any work 
would start, Jenkins said. He said if 
the Congress would authorize the 
project now, it would be eight to 10 
years before any construction 
started. x 

Many association members 
agreed they might not be around to 
see the completed project, but-were 
convinced they would be part of the 
beginning. 

Resolutions passed by the Indiana 
and Illinois legislatures are to be 
sent to Washington, D.C., within 
weeks, where Rep. John Myers, R- 
Ind., said the state delegate would 
carry the ball. 
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By Dick Robinson " 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter a 


A resolution requesting the U. S. 
Army Corps of Engineers update its 
study on navigation of the Wabash 
River was passed Tuesday in the 
Illinois House of Representatives 
with no opposition. 

Rep. Harry “Babe” Woodyard, R- 
Chrisman, sponsored the House re- 
solution. Rep. Larry Stuffle, D- 
Danville, who will oppose Woodyard 

i 


in the general election because ¿0 
change in districts, asked to be listed 
as a co-sponsor on the resolution. 


Woodyard became interested in 


the prospects of opening the river to 
navigation after the Indiana 
Legislature passed a similar resolu- 
tion earlier this year. 

Sen. Terry Bruce, D-Olney, is 
expected to introduce a companion 
resolution in the Senate. 

Don Foltz, Terre Haute, vice 
president of the Wabash Valley 
Association, invited Woodyard to 


he would learn what hap 


to attend because the Legislature is 
in session and has many important 
matters on the agenda. - 

Bruce will send a representative 
to the meeting, and Woodyard said 
ed at the 
meeting from the oer s 
rêpresentative. 


Illinois. 
Thomps 
interest | 
Robert 
accordi ing | 


son INi et to sho ; 

- the s ye io int f 
rr of Indiana has 
9 Woodyard. 


Woodyard and Bruce her with w 


Gov. James Thomspon at Hutson- 


ing cis ‘Thompson's adiinistrative 
assistant, Mark Huddle to discuss 
the project. | i 

“The more this i is dis 
more interest it sti late 
Woodyard said, “and that ad 
and bad.” He said a 
environmentalists associated ith 
the University of Ilinois has l 
of the resolutions ‘‘ í 
up to oppose the dr 


ing.’ qe 
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Decision on river navigation no surprise 


By ROB ALLEN 
Tribune Staff Writer * 

Reaction to the official decision to 
cease consideration of navigation of the 
Wabash_Riyer was one of little surprise 
and optimism that the project can still 
be carried out, 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
released official notice Monday that a 
study on the advisability of navigation 
improvements on the Wabash concludes 
that such improvements are not now 
warranted. 

The study recommends that no 
further consideration be given “at this 


time” to navigation on the river and Y 


concerns the overall improvement pro- 
gram including making the Wabash 
navigable to Terre Haute. 

Dr. John Logan, Wabash Valley In- 
terstate Commission executive director, 
‘said “the key words in the announce- 
ment are ‘not now.’ We feel the study 
has the potential to be continued and it 
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s just a matter of time until it is.” 

Logan said he talked with Brig. Gen. 
E.R. Heiberg III, division engineer, who 
released the announcement, at a con- 
ference at French Lick, Ind. recently. 
“He told me then,” Logan said, “that 
the Corps is going to concentrate on 
projects with no opposition. Gov. (Otis 
R.) Bowen and others are opposed to the 
navigation project and I think they will 
wait until the economic and political 
climate is more favorable.” 

Logan concluded that the commission 
has “no choice but to accept the decision 
as issued at this time.” 

Maynard Wheeler, Wabash Valley As- 
sociation chairman of the board, said he 
was “not surprised by the decision” 
either because announcement shelving 
the Terre Haute project came last Fall. 

However, Wheeler, as Logan, feels 
“this is not the final decision at all. 1 
think this is a hold position.” 

Wheeler said there are several issues 
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the Corps has not considered, such as 28 
million tons of coal imported to Indiana 
per year, and he is optimistic those will 
be considered before the project is dead. 

“The WVA will concentrate on its 
other programs,” Wheeler said. “But, 
we will continue to work on the naviga- 
tion project too.” 

The latest announcement concerns 
resolutions of the U.S. Senate and House 
committees on public works in 1967. Also 
included are prior study authorizations 
and five local area resolutions adopted 
in 1969, 1971, and 1975. 
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Wabash studies determine 


navigatign changes not needed 


The U.S..Army Corps of Engineers 
has released official notice that a study 
on the advisability of navigation im- 
provements on the Wabash_River con- 
cludes that such improvements are not 
now. warranted, 

The study recommends that no 
further consideration be given ‘‘at this 
time” to navigation improvements on 
the Wabash River. 

This latest study concerns the overall 
improvement program considered for 
the Wabash. including the concept of 
making the river navigable to Terre 
Haute. 

One year ago the Corps of Engineers 
announced that it had shelved plans to 
conduct a study on the feasibility of 


mir eee NCE 


DO NOT OIRCULA TE 


making the river navigable to Terre 
Haute. The report also said it was 
inadvisable to continue with the study 
“at this time.” 

The latest announcement, in a release 
from Brig. Gen. E.R. ‘Heiberg III, 
division engineer, concerns the overall 
study taken in response to resolutions of 
the U.S. Senate and House committees 
on public works in 1967. It also included 
prior study authorizations and five local 
area resolutions adopted in 1969, 1971 
and 1975. 

The 1967 resolutions directed study of 
the feasibility of. constructing a water- 
way for barge traffic extending from the 
Ohio River into Lake Erie and Lake 
Michigan, via the Wabash River and 


adjacent basin streams. 

The other resolutions directed con- 
sideration of navigation improvements 
to Carmi, Mount Carmel and Law- 
renceville in Illinois and to Terre Haute 
and on the White River in Indiana. 


Organizations such as the Wabash 
Valley Association and the Wabash Val- 
ley Interstate Commission particularly 
backed efforts to study the feasibility of 
making the Wabash navigable to Terre 
Haute. 


Those efforts were stalled late last 
year with the announcement that the 
Corps of Engineers had dropped plans to 
study the feasibility of navigation to 
Terre Haute. | 


X y a 
Community Affairs File ig County Piblic Librar 
J 


mmunily Miana 102 


WVE River Basin, ° 
Projects S Still Viable 


oa bësh 
Water resource projects in 
the Wabash Valley River Basin 
which the Wabash Valley As- 


sociation has supported are. 


“still go,” according to areport 


j Rosy, from Joe Lackey, As- 


sociation executive director. - 
President Carter has given 

his blessing to 307 land and 

water construction projects 
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now underway, but there are 30 
more in which work may be 
halted, according to the an- 
nouncement Wednesday from 
the White House as reported by 


F the United Press International 
Lackey” said President . 
Carter's budget includes a 
number of area programs in 
Indiana and Illinois, and added 
that the Association was "‘quite 
delighted’’ that these had not 
yet been scrapped or placed on 
the endangered list. 

The executive director said 
the projects are still viable 
based on his conversation 
Wednesday with those in the 
Cincinnati office of the US 
Army Corps of Engineers and 
Thursday with Indiana Con- 
gressman John Myers 

Some of the projects in the 
President's budget include $12 
million for completion of 
Patoka Lake near Jasper, 
$280,000 for preliminary work 

| on the Big Blue Lake near 
Morristown, $500.000 for land 
acquisition on the Big Walnut 
Creek north of Greencastle, 
$190.000 for engineering on the 
Louisville Lake near Louisville, 
Ill. levee work in Lawrence 
county, Ill.. revival of the Lin- 
coln Lake project at 
Charleston, 111 . and $150.000 for 
completion of the Wabash 
River study on navigation 

More than 100 members of 
tne Association are expected to 
appear April 4, 5, and 6 before 
the U S. House and Senate Ap- 
propriations Subcommittee on 
Public Works to seek support 
for these appropriations. Res- 
ervations for the trip will be 
accepted until 4 30 p.m. Mon- 
day at the Association office, 
523 Wabash Ave., Lackey said. 
The telephone number is 
238-1491. r 


River Basin 
Report Review 
Gets. Unger Way 


> A report containing recom- 
>» mendations for water and 
š related land projects and 
programs for the Wabash River 
Basin is now being reviewed by 
the governors and heads of 
cooperating federal agencies 
within the Ohio River Basin. 
The report was prepared under 
the leadership of the Ohio 
River Basin Commission and 
contains information furnished 
by the state and federal agen- 
cies directly influencing the 
Wabash River Basin. 
Recommendations for im- 
plementation during the next 
five years, include improved 
waste treatment facilities at 
122 communities. The report 
also recommends the im- 
plementation of 11 community 
flood damage abatement pro- 
jects, and one lake by the state 
of illinois; 11 USDA/ SCS 
watershed projects; and five 
Corps ot Engineer lakes in| 
Illinois and Indiana. The state} 
members of the commission! 
recommend that funding for 
abandoned mine drainage, 
abatement and State Water 
Quality Enforcement 
Programs be provided on an 80 
per cent federal and 20 per cent 
local cost-sharing basis. Ad- 
ditional federal funding is also 
recommended for recreation 
on lands adjacent to federal, 
water resource projects. A 
Copies of the report may be 
obtained from the Ohio River 
Basin Commission, 36 E. 4th 
St., Suite 208-220, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, 45202. Comments on the 
report are requested by April 
14. 


corps DITCHES SP DEC 1 4 107e 
WABASH NAVIGATION ah o 
VNGbash Koor 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has 
put a piece of coal into the Christmas 
stocking of Wabash navigation supporters. 
Louisville district officers caught everyone 
off guard last week by ditching a Terre 
Haute feasibility study. In addition, they will 
release the Mt. Carmel study December 17. 

But the leaders of Wabash Valley Associ- 
ation along with Congressman John Myers 
vow the study is postponed, not dead. 

Navigation proponents scratched their 
head in bewilderment at the news. Why had 
the Corps reversed a decision to withhold 
the Mt. Carmel study until the Terre Haute 
one was complete next year? 

Laura Arnold, local representative for Co, 
Coalition on American Rivers (a main f A 
navigation opponent), theorized a possible "A Moy 
appeal under the Freedom of Information Pg Pr 
Act to the Secretary of the Army to release Y. @ 
the Mt. Carmel study forced the hand of the “60 C 
Corps. ; 

Others see the hand of Col. James Ellis 
behind the decision. Opponents cheered * Ubro 
Ellis when he expressed his unenthusiastic ‘ary 
opinion on Wabash navigation to the press 
in early 1976. 

Indeed, in last week's announcement, of- V A 
ficers rationalized that extending the study ¿0 
to Terre Haute would not alter significantly. MAR : 
the rumored negative results of the Mt. 4 y 
Carmel study. l 

“But the Corps didn’t follow the dictates 
of Congress,” Richard Shewmaker, WVA 
executive secretary, said disagreeing with 
the Corps’ analysis. He pointed out money 
already was appropriated and an effort to 
deauthorize it in Congress in 1976 failed. 

The surprise action has erupted a current 
of bad feelings which flowed beneath the 
surface this year. Now WVA executives are 
verbalizing it much more. 

Shewmaker long has said that projects 
are overstudied. WVA Chairman of the 
board Maynard Wheeler accused the Corps 
of being interested in developing only the 
Ohio River. 

The WVA, Shewmaker assumes, will 
press for a new mandate from Congress to 
force the Corps into action during the 
WVA's annual spring jaunt to Washington 
D.C. 

“They are still talking as if they're not 
going to let it die,” Arnold said in- 
credulously. 

However, John Logan, executive director 
of the Wabash Valley Interstate Commis- 
sion sat on the fence. He believes the study 
is merely postponed. “But we made it clear 
the WVIC is not interested in an econom- 
ically unsound project.” 

The suddenness of the Corps announce- 
ment floored even the opposition. CAR 
changed a December 4 public conference 
into a closed-door affair for ‘“‘houseclean- 
ing and brainstorming,” Arnold said. 

The CAR representative said she now 
may encounter the same problem when she 
arrived in May -- people think navigation is 
dead. 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Terre” Haute Mayor William J. 
Brighton, calling the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ decision to shelve plans for 
the study of the feasibility of navigation 
on the Wabash River a ''mistake,” said 
he will urge members of Congress to 
overrule the Corps' decision. 

Mayor Brighton stressed that naviga- 
tion on the Wabash River to Terre Haute 
could provide thousands of permanent 
jobs for the Wabash Valley residents. 

ol. James N. Ellis, district engineer 
for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 
_ Louisville, Nov. 26 announced that it ap- 

peared the cost of a navigation project 
from the Ohio River to Mt. Carmel, I1., 
would exceed the benefits to be gained 
and that he would therefore not recom- 
mend federal participation in the pro- 
ject. 4 
Moreover. the Corps decided to 
abandon plans to continue a study on the 
; feasibility of navigation to Terre Haute 
because it was felt the results would be 
the same as the study to Mt. Carmel. 

Funds for the study to Terre Haute 
have already been appropriated by 
Congress. 
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Mayor Brighton said he was “upset” 
about the decision to shelve the study on 
the basis that the Corps of Engineers 
“took it upon themselves to make the 
decision, especially since the Congress 
of the United States appropriated the 
money to conduct the study.” 

“I think the Corps of Engineers made 
a mistake — one that the Congress 
should turn around.’ Mayor Brighton 
Stated 

The mayor said he would talk with 
representatives to the Congress, urging 
them to force the Corps of Engineers to 
continue the study Congress funded. 

“Even though they (the Army Corps of 
Engineers) think there would be no 
profit made by making the Wabash 
River: navigable, it is beside the point 
when considering that the ultimate out- 
come would be the creation of thousands 
of new jobs up and down the Wabash 
Valley.” he said. 


“In my opinion, the federal govern- 
ment does not act or react on a basis of 
profit motive, hut instead on the basis of 
the welfare of the people of this 
country,’ the mayor continued. 


“This project would be no different 
than 99 per cent of the projects carried 
out by the government — ona non-profit 
basis to enhance the welfare of the peo- 
ple of the area and the country,” Mayor 


ys Navig 
ital to Wabash 


~ 


Brignton said. 

“The jobs created by providing 
navigation on the Wabash River would 
be permanent. productive jobs as op- 
posed to those created by federal 
programs such as CETA in which 
billions of dollars are spent without per- 
manent jobs created... he continued. 
“These are only stop-gap ¿peasures. 

“Isn't it fair to Ai TF CETA 
employes would rather have permanent 
jobs than ones based on yearlyfunding?” 
the mayor asked. 
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“Now if we can spend this kind of 
money for such programs (as CETA), it 
seems to me total folly not to follow up 
by making the Wabash River navigable, 
which would provide enduring and per- 
manent type employment for the people 
of the area.’ Mayor Brighton stated. 

Listing new job situations created by 
navigation on the Wabash River, Mayor 
Brighton said power plants and in- 
dustries could locate along the river and 
use the economical rfver transportati 
for both the shipment of goods and Um 
3 = 


shipment of coal for energy.” 
Jobs would therefore be created not 
only in the power plants and new in- 
dustries, but also in the local coal in- 
dustries which already exist, he ex- 
plained. Mayor Brighton pointed out 
there is said to be enough coal in the 
area to last the next, 200 years. 
Referring to the use of the area's coal, 
Mayor Brighton concluded, “This is one 
way the federal government can relieve 
the pressure of-this country’s energy 
needs, also.” 
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Engineers Drop Plans 


To Study Navigatio 


# NOV 29 1976 
By WAYNE PERRY 
Tribúne Statf Writer 


The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has 
shelved plans to conduct a study on the 
feasibility of making the Wabash River 
Navigable to Terre Haute, The 
TRIBUNE learned Monday. 

Chuek Schuman, assistant public af- 
fairs officer for the Louisville office of 
the Corps, confirmed that the feasibility 
Study that had been authorized by 
Congress in 1975 would not be continued 
at this time. 

The Corps’ announcement is a severe 
blow to proponents of making the river 
navigable. 

Last Friday Col James N. Ellis, dis- 
trict engineer, for the Corps’ Louisville 
office, announced that it appeared that 
the cost of a navigation project from the 
Ohio River to Mt Carmel, Ill., would ex- 
ceed the benefits to be gained under the 
traditional cost/benefit ratio analysis 
procedure. 

Based on that information, Ellis said 
he would not recommend federal par- 
ticipation in the project. y 


Rumors have circulated for months 
that the Corps’ study would be un- 
favorable toward navigation to Mt. 
Carmel, 111. 


Proponents of the extended survey on 
navigation to Terre Haute, however. 
have said that by opening a larger por- 
tion of the Wabash Valley to the benefits 
ot navigation the Corps would find the 
project to be economically acceptable. 


Ellis indicated Friday that the ex- 
tended study to Terre Haute would “not 
continue. . at this time.” 


Schuman officially confirmed Monday 
for The TRIBUNE that the project has 
been shelved by the Corps, despite the 
Congressional funding for the study. 

“We are in no way implying we are 
usurping the authority of Congress,” he 
noted. 

“But we uncovered enough informa- 
tion and data in our study to Mt. Carmel 
to indicate that it would not be 
worthwhile to continue the study to 
Terre Haute. 

“This is not a crystal ball guess. we 
have enough information to judge that a 


study to Terre Haute would give us the 
same results as the study to Mt. 
Carmel.’ Schuman explained. 


Schuman noted that Congress could 
ask for a validation of the Corps’ deci- 
sion to shelve the study to Terre Haute, 
but that such action would ‘‘be unlikely 
based on past precedent.” 


He said that the Corps’ official report 
would state that it is “inadvisable to con- 
tinue with the study at this time.” 

Preliminary plans for the study have 
been under way for several weeks. The 
Corps was in the process of negotiating a 
contract with a private firm to serve as 
a consultant for the study. 

The full report on the navigation study 
to Mt. Carmel is expected to be released 
on or about Dec. 17. 

George Gettinger, former executive 
director of the Wabash Valley Interstate 
Commission and a long-time supporter 
of efforts to make the Wabash navigable. 
told The TRIBUNE he believed it was 
not “up to Ellis to make this decision.” 

"Congress has appropriated the funds 
tor the study and I believe the Corps may 


rr 
UGG | Et 


He 


be bound by law to continue the study.” 
Gettinger stated. 

He added that there was “‘no question” 
that an extended study to Terre Haute 
would show that making the river 
navigable would be economically feasi- 
ble 

Meanwhile, environmentalists op- 
posed to making the river navigable 
have termed the recent development as 
a “big victory ` 

"We've spent a lot of time, money and 
effort. there will be jubilation in the 
camp over it. for sure,'* one member of 
the Izaak Walton League at Evansville 
Said 

One member of the Wabash Valley As- 
sociation. a citizens’ group that favors 
Ravigation. noted that the Corps’ deci- 
sion might have been influenced by the 
recent presidential election. 

I have a sneaking suspicion that this 
might be one of the first attempts. . . to 
placate President-elect Jimmy Carter.” 

The WVA member noted that Carter 
has spoken out against massive 
tederally-financed. corps-related pro- 
jects. - 
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By WAYNE PERRY; 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Notice has been given by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers that a consul- 
tant is being sought to conduct a com- 
modity and rate analysis on freight 
potential should the Wabash River be 
made navigable northward to Terre 
Haute. 

A spokesman for the Louisville 
District Office of the Army Corps con- 
firmed Thursday that consultants were 
being invited to submit information so 
that a contraet can be negotiated for the 
study. 

The move is one of the first official 
steps by the ArmY Corps toward the 
long-discussed study of the potential of 
navigation on the Wabash from the Ohio 
River to Terre Haute. 

Supporters of navigation have said the 
move is "very positive” and shows that 
“navigation is far from dead as many 
have argued." 

Martin Pedigo, public information of- 
ficer for the Army Corps, told The 
TRIBUNE the study of commodity and 
rate analysis on freight would be one of 
several parts of the Corps’ overall 
feasibility report. 

He said a notice concerning the need 
for a consultant was published in the 
Commercial and Business Daily since a 
go-ahead has been given by Congress on 
the project and since funds are available 
for fiscal year 1976 to conduct the 
analysis. 

The controversy over the feasibility 
study of navigation has grown substan- 
tially within the past few months, par- 
ticularly since the Army Corps’ earlier 
study on the possibility of navigation on 
the Wabash to Mt. Carmel, Ill., has been 
completed and is to be released this 
month. 

Opponents to navigation have said that 
if the Mt. Carmel study shows naviga- 
tion not to be feasible, the entire pos- 
sibility of any navigation on the Wabash 
would be dead. 

Rumors have circulated that the 
Corps’ Mt. Carmel study did show the 
cost-benefit ratio for the project to be 
unfavorable. 

Pedigo said Thursday that although 
the Mt. Carmel study is complete, it has 
not yet been made public. Release of the 
report is, however, expected sometime 
in September. 


many nad felt the Corps would not take 
action on the study to Terre Haute until 
after the Mt. Carmel report'was issued. 
However, the notice in the Commercial 


eks Bids 


and Business Daily indicates that move- 


ment on the Terre Haute review is now 
being made. 

Should the Mt Carmel report show 
navigation unfavorable, the study to 
Terre Haute might be cancelled because 
of the adverse effect that would be ex- 
pected from Congress. 

Proponents of navigation to Terre 
Haute, including spokesmen for the 
Wabash Valley Association, have said 
that even if the Mt. Carmel report is un- 
favorable, the Terre Haute study should 
be conducted. 

Those persons claim the opening of the 
entire Wabash Valley would “turn 
around” any unfavorable cost-benefit 
ratio. 

The WVA is a 6,000-member citizens’ 
organization concerned with the 
development of water and land 
resources in the Wabash Valley in both 


Indiana and Illinois. 

Pedigo said the hiring of a consultant 
to conduct the commodity and rate 
analysis on freight could be expected 
within 60 days or sooner 

Emphasizing that the consultant 
report would form only a part of the en- 
tire navigation feasibility study, Pedigo 
said, “Our whole study will include 
social, recreational, environmental and 
other factors.” 

The Army Corps frequently uses 
private firms to aid in the preparation of 
its reports. For example, Environment 
Consultants, Inc., was contracted to as- 
sist with the navigation study to Mt. 
Carmel. 

This latest move by the. Army Corps 
could be expected to spark new criticism 
from environmental organizations op- 
posed to navigation. 
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Engineers Failure. to Tell 
Of Wab sh Project ‘Scored 


als 

HUNTERTOWN. Ind. (UPI) 
— The U.S. Corps of Engineers 
was accused Monday of “dubi- 
ous and unacceptable” conduct 
for withholding a report on the 
feasibility of barge navigation 
on the lower Wabash River. 

The charges were leveled by 
Thomas Dustin, executive 
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g 1975 | 


secretary of the en Izaak | 


Walton League. 

Dustin. in a letter to Col. 
James N. Ellis of the corps, said 
the corps has refused to make 
public findings in its report. 
apparently putting off untilnext 
May the disclosures. Dustin 
said the report previously had 


| been promised this past July. 


It deals with possibilities of 
navigation on the Wabash from 
the Ohio River north to Terre 
Haute. 

“The corps’ refusal to make 
the report available for public 
examination is dubious and 
unacceptable,” Dustin said. "It 
is entirely possible to conclude 
from this refusal that the report 
demonstrates that this segment 
is economically infeasible and 
that it may be recommended 
that the project be dropped.” 

“It is also plausible to 
conclude that political pressure 
is being applied ... to keep this 
report under wraps until 
additional tax funds have been 
expended in desperate attempts 


>to come up with an economical- 


ly feasible project,” the envi- 
ronmentalist said. 

“I do not necessarily impute a 
coverup to your office, but the 
corps’ refusal to provide this 
report ... does little to suggest 
confidence. ze 
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Navigati 


_» By WAYNE PERRY 
y Tribune Staff Writer 


Public release was made last week of 
a study by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers on the feasibility of making 
the Wabash _River navigable to Mt. 
Carmel, Ill. 

As expected, the official report con- 
firms the earlier announcement made by 
Col. James N, Ellis, district engineer at 
Louisville for the Corps, that the cost of 
a navigation project from the Ohio River 
to Mt. Carmel would apparently exceed 
the benefits to be gained. 

The report was prepared by and issued 
through the Louisville District Office of 
the Corps. 

Reactions to the feasibility study by 
various government officials and agen- 


on Feasibil 
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cies may have considerable impact on 
whether the Corps conducts a similar 
feasibility study on navigation as far 
north as Terre Haute. 

Corps officials have indicated that 
earlier plans to launch such an expanded 
study on navigation to Terre Haute have 
now been shelved. 

Release of the report through the 
Louisville Office of the Corps means that 
reviewing officials at the Ohio River 
Division Office of the Corps in Cincinnati 
have concurred with the findings of the 
study. 

John Lane, a public affairs staff 
member in the Cincinnati office, con- 
firmed for The TRIBUNE that such con- 
currence had been given. 

An official at the Corps’ Louisville Of- 
fice said that those reviewing the study 


in Cincinnati had made no changes in the 
report. 

The study has been the center of con- 
troversy since Ellis first made com- 
ments about the findings on Nov. 26. 

At that time he said the study showed 
navigation would not be economically 
feasible and that based on that informa- 
tion he would not recommend federal 
participation in the project. 

Ellis also indicated that the extended 
study on the feasibility of making the 
Wabash River navigable to Terre Haute 
would “not continue . . . at this time.” 

Corps officials explained that in the 
study to Mt. Carmel enough information 
had been uncovered to indicate that it 
would not be worthwhile to continue the 
study north to Terre Haute. ; 

“This is not a crystal ball guess; we 
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have enough information to judge that a 
study to Terre Haute would give us the 
same results as the study to Mt. 
Carmel,” one spokesman said. 

The decision to shelve the study to 
Terre Haute, which had already been 
authorized for funding by the U.S. 
Congress, caused concern among propo- 
nents of navigation, including Maynard 
Wheeler, chairman of the board of the 
Wabash Valley Association, and Terre 
Haute Mayor William Brighton. 

Both said they would seek help from 
Congress in getting the study to Terre 
Haute started. i š 

Release of the “Feasibility Report for 
Navigation Improvements on the 
e Ti River” was made last Friday at 

a.m. 


The report is over 250 pages in length 


and provides detailed information con- 
' cerning various aspects of a potential 
navigation program. 

Chuck Schuman, assistant public af- 
fairs officer for the Corps in Louisville, 
said that the report has not been changed 
since it was discussed by Ellis on Nov. 
26. 

Now that the report has been released, 
various organizations and individuals, 
including U.S. Rep. John Myers (R- 
Seventh District), are expected to 
publicly comment on the findings. 

Myers had hesitated about discussing 
the findings prior to the public release of 


~ the study. 


Lane said distribution of the study to 
various government agencies has 
already begun in an effort to solicit com- 
ments about the findings. 
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City Oe Pete Chalos 
Friday praised U.S. Sen. Vance 
Hartke's long-time support of 
efforts to determine the 
feasibility of making the 
Wabash River navigable up to 
Terre Haule. 

Chalos said: 

“‘We hope the navigation pro- 
ject will become a reality in the 
future. If channelization is 
funded and allowed+o proceed, 
the agricultural area we live in 
Should see tremendous growth. 

“Our Wabash Valley is one of 
the key food producing areas in 
the nation. And our area not 
only needs rail service, which 
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Senator Hartke has helped us 


keep, but it also needs chan- 
nelization of the Wabash River 
in order to reach its true poten- 
tial.” 

Chalos said he feels chan- 
nelization would create 
hundreds of new jobs which 
would enable more Wabash 
Valley youngsters to find jobs 
locally after they complete 
their education, rather than 
having to go-elsewhere to find 
career opportunities. 

“Too many Wabash Valley 
youngsters have had to leave 
home to find jobs in the past,” 
said Chalos. “We need to keep 
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| them here.” 

Chalos said he feels the! 
benefits of channelization will! 
far outweigh any effects on thej 
environment. 

“Keeping our youngsters in! 
the Wabash Valey. greater 
employment; opportunities and 
market growth are just three of 
the benefits that would come 
our way if navigation becomes 
a reality,” said Chalos. 

Chalos noted that since 
Hartke's election to the Senate 
in 1958, Hartke has initiated a 
series of programs to control 
flooding. Dormant until he took 
office, this programming is, 
structured to protect Hoosier 
agricultural land and com- 
munities. In 1974, $30 million 
was appropriated for the 
development of Indiana's 
watersheds, rivers and lakes | 
for domestic use, navigation, 
recreation and studies of other 
projects that would benefit In- 
diana. . 

“Senator Hartke has brought 
Indiana $400 million of federal 
funds for these purposes,” 
Chalos pointed out. 

Chalos notes that at the time 
Hartke took office millions of 
'dollars’ of Hoosier farmland 
and homes, and hundreds of 
lives were lost due to flooding. 
Hartke's persistent efforts led 
to construction of reservoirs 
and watersheds throughout the 
Wabash and Ohio River 
Valleys. 

In addition to that, Chalos 
points out Hartke has sup- 
parted every major piece of air 
and water pollution legislation 
to come before Congress in the 
18 years he has been in service. 

As chairman of the Surface 
Transportation Subcommittee, 
Chalos notes that Hartke has 
become the leading Congres- 
sional. expert in the field of 
transportation. 

“Through his (Hartke’s) ef- 
forts," Chalos said, ‘nearly 
2.000 miles of railroad lines in 
Indiana that were marked for 
discontinuance have been 
preserved and thousands of rail 
track miles will continue to be 
in service.” 

Chalos said Hartke's interest 
in transportation stems from 
the conviction that America 
needs a balanced transporta- 
tion system that will assign all 
our transit responsible roles for 
moving people and goods. . 


- Study | Cana izing Wabash- 


Star Staff Writer 


Because the feasibility study 
by the Louisville District Office 
of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers on canalizing the 


Reported În | 


oe ae 
BY GLADYS SELTZER 


Wabash River from its mouth 
at the Ohio River to Mt. 
Carmel, Ill. is at this time in 
review stage, the document is 
not public information, ac- 
cording to a District Office 


spokesman. 


The statement was made by 


Chuck Schumann, assistant 
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Council of Illinois, Inc. 


dent of the National Audubon 
Society, to obtain a copy of the 
Study. The appeal was based.on 
the Freedom of Information 
Act: 

The Audubon Council’s 
release also quoted The Corps 
as stating that the report on 
the 42-mile canal study will not 
be available to the public until 


next May. The release also! 


quoted Betty Farwell, assistant 
chief counsel for litigation for! 
the Corps, that the feasibility 
report for the Wabash study 
now “exists only in preliminary 
draft version... and the report 
is exempt from disclosure.” 
Environmental groups 
quoted by the Audubon Council 


| contend that the report has 


been promised “for several 
months.” Miss Laura Arnold, 


| Indiana representative of the 


Coalition on American Rivers, 
Stated that “this refusal con- 
tradicts everything we've been 
told...that the report would be 
out by the end of the month.” | 

Robert Ozinga of Mt. Vernon, | 
a director of the Friends of the 
Wabash group, was quoted as 
Saying that members of his 
group had consulted with the 
Corps on several occasions 
regarding the canal’s route 
through southern Indiana and 
had been told the feasibility 
report would be released this 
summer. 

He also was quoted as stating 
that letters received from the 
General Accounting Office 
“have led us to believe the first 
segment of the canal is not 
economically feasible and that 
no coal companies have expres- 
sed any interest in using such a 
waterway were it con-¡ 
structed.” i 


EN le 

public may, A fh A Flle 
Louisville District, in response 
to a query Wednesday from The 


Star in connection with a news 
release from the Audubon 


The release stated that the 
U.S. Corps of Army Engineers 
denied a request by Charles 
Callison, executive vice presi- 


Stage 


Schumann explained that the 
District’s draft feasibility 
report was delayed but it has 
been completed and forwarded 
to the Corps’ Division Head- 
quarters at Cincinnati, Ohio. 

“They will review it and 
refer it to the Office of the 
Chief of Engineers in 
Washington, D.C. The docu- 
ment is in a review state and 
therefore is subject to change 
in the review process,” he con- 
tinued. 

“After all reviews are com- 
pleted and it is out of the work- 
ing paper category and into a; 
report stage, then it will be; 
made a public document,” | 
Schumann declared. ‘The; 
Freedom of Information Act | 
provides that working papers 


| be firmed before they become 


documents and the Audubon 
Council’s request is 
premature.” 

He called the whole matter 
“routine procedure” and said 
he “emphatically holds to the 
fact that it is not a contradic- 
tion” because the review suc- 
cession is ‘‘part and parcel of 
the study.” Schumann also 
reiterated that “‘nothirg will be 
deleted” from the final report 
“which will be pertinent.” 

He also said that although the 
fact is “improbable,” it is also 
possible that the decisions of. 
the District Corps could be 
“subject to change” after 
review at the other levels 
because there could be ad- 
ditional input at each level, or 
the Louisville District Office 
could be asked further ques- 
tions in the course of the 
review. 

“This report will not say in 


any way there is to be a project | 


on the Wabash River,”” 
Schumann declared. “The 
Corps” position will state why a 
project is unfeasible and feasi- 
ble, and The Corps never has 
decisions as to whether a pro- 
ject should be built.” +.“ 
It was Miss Arnold’’s conten: 
tion that the Corps did not want 
to release the report because it 
was “negative” and that their 
“strategy is to wait until the 
study of the section to Terre 
' Haute is underway before 
releasing the report on the first 
section.” 


| 


Schumann was emphatic | 
about the point that if findings | 
were released at this point, this | 
would be “unfirm infor- | 
mation.” | 

Tom Dustin, executive direc- | 
tor of the Indiana Izaak Walton 
League, was quoted by the 
Audubon Council as stating that 
“the refusal of the Corps to 
provide feasibility calculations 
appears to be a serious abuse of 
the agency’s authority ° The 
quotation further stated that 
“the fact that the Corps is now 
preparing to issue new study 
contracts on the Mt. Carmel to 
Terre Haute segment of the 
“canal at great public expense 
before disclosing what we un- 
derstand to be unfavorable 
economic data on the first 
stage of the canal should be a 
subject for Congressional in- 


uiry.” 


q ; 
Dr. John A. Logan. executive 


| director ot the Wabash Valley 
Interstate Commission which is 
interested in research and plan- 
ning for the Wabash River 
Basin; said the Commission 
received a report from the Ohio 
River Basin Commission 
relating to the matter. 

The Ohio Commission stated 
that “the study to Mt. Carmel 
(Ill.) is nearing com- 


«pletion...but it cannot be com- 


pleted until the reconnaisance 
¡study to Terre Haute is 
made...” 
In comments this past Sum- 
mer, Richard Shewmaker, ex- 
ecutive director of the Wabash 
Valley Association, a private 
citizens’ group interested in 
development of canalization on 
the Wabash, said he had under- 
stood that if the Corps’ report 
on the segment to Mt. Carmel 
were to show navigation un- 
feasible to that point, then the 
Corps would not continue such 
a study. 
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Study After Oct.:1 — 


The long-awaited study of the 
feasibility of making the Wabash River 
navigable from the Ohio River to Terre 
Haute will begin by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers sometime after Oct. 1, ac- 
cording to an announcement Tuesday 
night by officials of the Wabash Valley 


¡ Association. 


“Although many people may think that 
the possibility of navigation is dead, that 
is a long way from true,” noted Richard 


' Shewmaker, executive vice president of 


¿0 NOT 


ths WVA. 
Shewmaker said Tuesday during an in- 
formational meeting about navigation 


conducted in Mt. Carmel. Ill., that the - 


Corps of Engineers had confirmed Mon- 
day that the study of feasibility of 
navigation to Terre Haute would start 
after the beginning of the new fiscal year 
(Oct. 1). 

“That's some of the best news we've 
had,” Shewmaker remarked. 

The Tuesday meeting was co- 
sposnored by the Mt. Carmel Regional 
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Port Authorit d the WVA (which is a 
citizens’ groupi terested in the develop- 
ment of water resources in the Wabash 
Valley). ¿AA 

Over, 100: persons attended the two- 
hour meeting that was aimed at “clear- 
ing wp misconceptions about 


' navigation.” 


Information had been released Tues- 
day that the Office of Management and 
Budget in Washington, D.C., had con- 


firmed that the Army Corps of. 


Engineers’ had stated that navigation 
was not feasibile on the Wabash River 
from the Ohio to Mt. Carmel. 

Shewmaker said, however, that even if 
that is true navigation is “not dead to 
Terre Haute.” 

“It may not be feasible to make 
Navigation on the Wabash River 
northward for just 42 miles from the 
Ohio to Mt. Carmel. It might cost more 
than what the benefits would be,” he 
reasoned. 

“But we in the WVA have always 
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maintained that by extending navigation 
to Terre Haute it can be feasible and it 
can open up central Indiana to water 
transportation for coal, grain and other 
products,” Shewmaker added. 

Once the feasibility study is conducted 
by the Corps of Engineers and a 
cost/benefit ratio is determined, it 
should be known whether the years of 
lobbying by the WVA have paid off. 

“The question,” Shewmaker con- 
cluded, “is not whether we will have 
navigation; the question is when we will 
have it and at what cost.” 

Also during the Tuesday meeting Jim 
Gillespie, formerly with Wabash Valley 
College, discussed the 10 different 
proposals that are under study concern- 
ing making the Wabash navigable from 
the Ohio to Mt. Carmel. 

He pointed out that persons opposed to 
navigation have claimed that there is 
only one proposal being viewed— one 
that would involve a cross-land canal in 
Posey County. 
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WATERWAY-PLAN — This Corps of Engineers line drawing 
shows the proposed first stretch of the primary route under 
study by the Corps of possible Wabash River navigation. The 40- 
mile route runs from the Ohio River at Mt. Vernon to Mt.. 
Carmel. 
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Shiewñiaker had said Tuesday , 


CAR Representative - ' | make navigation on the Wabash 
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BY GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 

A “statement was released 
Thursday by the Indiana field 
representative of the Coalition 
on American Rivers in regard 
to the present discussions about 
the feasibility of navigation on 
the Wabash River and con- 
struction of a Wabash canal 
¡from the mouth of the Ohio 

¡River north to Terre Haute. 


The Coalition statement | an extension of the study, but | 
came following a public | that this is a whole, new study 
meeting Tuesday at Mt. | 
lin The Evansville Press, the | 
nounced that the U.S. Army Corps confirmed that there is 


Carmel, Il., when it was an- 


Corps of Engineers confirmed | 


According to a July 27 story 


| no economic justification for a 


the fact that a feasibility study | Wabash canal, according to an | 
of the entire Wabash, from the | official of the Bureau of 


Ohio to Terre Haute, would be 
initiated sometime after Oct. 1. 

Miss Laura Arnold, Coalition 
field representative, in the 
report quoted from a statement 
in “The Congressional Record” 
for June 15 by Congressman 
John Myers (R. 7th Dist. Ind) 
who reportedly said “I can as- 
Sure the membership of this 
committee (House Ap- 
propriations) that if it is not 
economically feasible to build 


the proposed 42 miles of" 


navigation (from the mouth of 
“the Ohio. to Mt. Carmel), then 
, naturally the next 90 miles to 
¡Terre Haute would not be 
either and there will be no 

money spent on that study.” 

Congressman Myer's office 

' said Thursday he had no further 
| statement to make at this time 
since the June 15 statement and 
| that,he was aware of the Tues- 
| day night meeting and what 
transpired there. 

Richard Shewmaker, ex- 
¡ecutive vice president of the 
_ Wabash Valley Association. a 

citizens’ group Strongly sup- 
porting the canal. had stated 
Tuesday that it was not a ques- 


¡Management and Budget in 
| Washington, D.C., 


in a letter | 
written Tuesday to Rep. J. 


Edward Roush, D-Ind, an oppo- ' 
nent of the project. j 


Alan M. Kranowitz, assistant | 
to the director for congres- : 


‘sional relations with the 


bureau, said in his letter “The 
corps has confirmed informa- 


| tion in your (Roush’s) letter į 
i regarding lack of economic 
| justification for the reach of 


the river below Mt. Carmel.” 
Last month, Neal Jenkins. 


¡chief of planning for 
| the.Corps’ district office in 


tion of whether there will, be | 


_ navigation on the ‘river but 
rather ‘‘when...and at what 
cost.” 

Shewmaker had stated in 
June that the Corps last year 
had $200,000 to do. a study on 
channelization to Terre Haute, 
but if the report on the segment 
to Mt. Carmel were to show 
navigation to be unfeasible to 

¿that point, then the 


1 


Louisville which is studying the 
canal. told Indiana congres- 
smen that preliminary figures 
indicate the Wabash Cana! 
“will not be feasible,” ‘ac- | 
cording to THE PRESS article | 
and the benefit-cost ratio of the 
project would only be near the | 
bréak-even point. Canal” sup- 
porters then contended 
Jenkins’ information was 
premature and questioned the 
accuracy of the report. 
Proponents of the canal have 
cited the fact that a canal 
would help move great quan- 
tities of coal. However. a July 7 
story in The Evansville Press 
by Herb Marynell stated that 
two. major coal companies. 
Peabody and AMAX, earlier in- 
dicated they foresaw “ro great 
benefit to their ‘Operations if the 
canal was built.” An AMAX 
government relations represen- 
tative said July 6 that his com- 


| pany is investigating the canal 


Corps wouldn't continue such a | 


study to Terre Haute because 


“that would be a waste of | Harrison A. Loesch, vicepresi- 


time.” 
Shewmaker said A 


that this had been his under- ‘nation’s largest coal producer, 


| standing of the matter in June. 
«and he thought there would be | 


f 


“inte 
i 


and working on a company 
position on the project. 
Marynell also quoted 


¿dent of government relations 
¡for “Peabody Coal Co., the 


as stating earlier this year his 
| firm “has no iS 
5 It di 


always maintained that by ex- 
¡tending navigation to Terre 
¡Haute it can be feasible and it 
can open up central Indiana to 
iwater transportation for” toal. | 
grain and gu products.” 


Aal ail River Termed Asset 
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Proposals to make the Wabash River 
navigable received enthusiastic support 
Saturday evening from Mayor William 
J. Brighton who described the river as “* 
. 4. one of our greatest assets. . .'' and 
asserted that realization of river traffic 
goals “ . . . would'lead to the greatest 
economic boom in the history of the 
Wabash Valley. . 

Addressing the A banquet of the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles, Mayor 
Brighton said, “For nearly 75 years we 
have neglected to take advantage of 
what I believe to be one of our greatest 
assets here in the Wabash Valley — and 
that is the Wabash River. The develop- 
ment of navigation of the Wabash River 
means potential jobs and attraction for 
new industrial developmi it for all the 
cities in the area." ~ 

Suggesting that two major economic 
impacts would result, he continued, 
“First it would service the industry 
which is already located here, and 
secondly, it would open up opportunities 
for heavy industries to locate: in the 
area, for example, coal, heavy equip- 
ment production, automobile industry, 
steel. etc. 

“The goal of navigation on the Wabash 
Riyer now seems closer to reality than 
ever betore,” the mayor declared, “as 
the United States Congress has now 


allocated the necessary funds to the 


- Brighton Supports 
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Engineers to study and . 
design plans f or oe navigation of _ 
the Wabash River possible from Terre | 
Haute to the Ohio Riven and pas 
to the Gulf of Mexico, ar ind even o 
continents.” 

Then Mayor Brighton projected, “This. 
project would lead to the greatest 
economic boom in the history of the 
Wabash Valley, making possible tran- * 
sportation of livestock, corn, wheat, soy- 
beans, petroleum. coaland many other 
commodities Terre Haute has not been 
able to export as economically as other 
river cities. As a matter of fact, studies 
indicate that 30 million tons of product 
would move down the Wabash River in 
the first year alone.’” 

Turning to minera] resources, 
Brighton continued, “The American 
Coal Association has certified that the 
largest deposits of coal in the United 


mu. po det $ 
Army Cos ot ) ` the ‘sale 
è there wil 
aie 


of our city which we will experience in 
the next few years as a result of this pro- 
ject.” aie f u | 


"States are right here in the Wabash 


Valley — enough coal to meet the energy 
needs of our entire country for longer 
than this nation has been in existence. 
Navigation of the Wabash River woulc 
make the development of these coa 
fields a certainty. 

“So, what ultimately happens i in Terre 
Haute when the river is navigable is that 
ave will have literally hundreds of new 
jobs for the people who live here. Once 
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.By WAYNE PERRY 
_ Tribune Staff Writer 

Whether or not navigation of the 
Wabash River to Terre Haute is a dead 
issue will probably not be determined 
until after top politicians have a chance 
to examine a report.to be issued shortly 
concerning the feasibility of making the 
downriver portion of the waterway 
navigable. vA 

Numerous reports, many of them con- 
flicting. have been issued within the past 
- two weeks concerning the status of the 
navigation question.  * 

TRIBUNE sources indicate that the 
question of whether a feasibility study of 
navigation on the Wabash from the Ohio 
River to Terre Haute will actually be 


TAA is bw Sh AS 


The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers te — 


under mandate to study the potential of 
navigation to Terre Haute. Such a study 
has been authorized and funded and 
would normally start sometime after the 
beginning of the fiscal year on Oct. 1. 

However, doubts have been raised as 
fto whether the study will materialize 
since preliminary information concern- 
ing another study now completed by the 
Corps of Engineers has leaked out. 

That study is of the feasibility of mak- 
ing the river navigable from the Ohio to 
Mt. Carmel, Ill. 

Information indicates that the 
benefit/cost ratio for navigation on that 
portion of the river is less than 1:1. 

Such a ratio would presumably in- 
dicate that making that section of the 
river navigable would not be 
worthwhile. 

The report is apparently still in the 


Louisville office of the Corps of 
Engineers and has not been forwarded to 
the Cincinnati headquarters, the next 
step. The report would then be sent to 
Washington, D.C. 

Some have argued that even though 
making the river navigable to Mt. 
Carmel might not “pay off,” extending 
the navigability of the river northward 
to Terre Haute would. 

Such could never be officially deter- 
mined until after the Corps of Engineers 
conducts the Terre Haute feasibility 
study. 

The situation, therefore, is that 
although the Corps of Engineers is man- 
dated to study navigation to Terre 
Haute. the adverse effect of a negative 
report on making the downriver portion 
of the Wabash navigable might cause top 
politicians to move to scrap the entire 
study. 

Indications are than the first 
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feasibility report will not reach 
Washington. D.C., for at least 60 days. 
possibly longer. 

After that time political leaders would 
have an opportunity to react and to 
either allow the Corps of Engineers to) 
conduct the study to Terre Haute or to 
move to block such a study. 

The Corps of Engineers itself would 
also make a judgment as to whether ex- 
tending the study to Terre Haute would 
be worthwhile. 


‘A spokesman for Seventh District 
Congressman John Myers (R-Ind.) said, 
Wednesday that ‘‘at this point” the area 
representative is in favor of the 
feasibility study to Terre Haute. 


However, the spokesman said that 
Myers is waiting for the final report of 
the Corps of Engineers on the downriver 
navigation and for ''some type of reac- 
tion and judgment from the Corps.” 
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Wabash River a aay was 
past ed by the se of Representatives 


money ha controversial pro- 
as part of the $9.5 billion. Public 


at bill contained $18,338,000 for 
us Hoosier projects. 
Rep. J. Edward Roush (D-Ind ) tried 
unsuccessfully to eliminate the funding 
for the navigation study from the 1977 
fiscal year budget. . 

Roush was backed by Hoosier 
Congressmen Philip Sharp (D), Elwood 
EL Hillis (R), and Floyd J. Fithian (D). 
He was also supported by various en- 
vironmental groups and railroad unions. 

However, Roush was apparently un- 

, able to overcome the power of Seventh 
"District Congressman John Myers (R), 

¿a long-time supporter of the navigational 
Study. , 

» Roush charged that the proposal would 

| take out of production some 10,000 acres 
a farmland. 

Myers said, however, that the 

ta benefits-to Indiana and Illinois 
by opening the Wabash River to the Ohio 
| River would be great. 
Y _ After losing on the measure by a voice 
vote, Roush said he would continue 
pe the navigation project before 
e blic-Works-Committee and in 
future appropriations and authorizing 
„actions. 
“Myers was supported in his efforts to 
gain passage of the funding by Rep. 
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County 


See Related Story, Page Y 


George E. Shipley (D-I1!.), whose district 
borders on the lower Wabash River. 


Public Works Subcommittee 
Chairman Joe Evins (D-Tenn.) also sup- 
ported the navigation appropriation. 


Other items in the $18.3 million for In- 
diana contained in the Public Works Bill 
included a $10 million appropriation for 
Patoka Lake and funds for improvement 
at Cecil M. Harden Lake in Parke 


House Approves Wabash River 
150, 000 Study A 


No i Afairs Filo 
ppropriatior 


The measure alsoi 
a general investigation of flood control 
at Fort Wayne, $50,000 to study shoreline 


ided $80,000 for _ 


erosion along the Indiana shore of Lake » 
Michigan, $300,000 fer planning at Big ; 


‘Blue Lake and $900,000 for land acquisi- 
tion at Big Walnut Lake. 


Also, funds for construction at 
Brookville Lake ($1.74 million), Evan- 
sville flood protection ($300,000), Levee 
Unit No. 5 ($750,000), Marion flood con- 
trol planning ($175,000), Mason J. 
Niblack Levee pumping facilities 
($103,000), Newburgh locks and dam on 


` the Ohio River ($1.1 million) and Union- 


town locks and dam on the Ohio ($1.7 
million). 


The funds for the navigation study and 


' for most of the construction had been 


supported and endorsed by the Wabash 
Valley Association, a citizens’ group 
with several thousand members that is 
headquartered in Terre Haute. 


Representatives of the WVA have 
traveled to Washington, D.C., yearly to 
testify in favor of funding for projects 


` related to water and land development 


in the Wabash Valley Basin of 1 lana 
and Illinois. 


Also endorsing the navigation fun ding 
and other Indiana and Illinois proj 
the Wabash Valley Interstate Commis- 
sion, an organization formed to en- 
courage development of the Wabash 
“qn in both states. 


-— 
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Senate Okays Ri River, Study Fu nds 


Passage earlier nny Week by the ws 


Senate of a Public: Works Bill that in- 
cludes several million ‘dollars for 
Hoosier water resource projects repre- 
sents a milestone, according to local of- 
ficials of the Wabash Valley Association 
and the Wabash Valley, Interstate Com- 

s mission. ~ 

The Public Works Bill reportedly 
passed the Senate on aol vote... 

»» George Gettinger, executive director 
of; the Wabash Valley terstate Com- 
mission, had predicted the Senate pas- 
sage after the\U.S. House of Represen- 

_tatives had approved a similar Public 
oks Bill last week. A 

Gettinger termed the passage another 
“smilestene”, for the development of the 


y Wabash Valley: area. The same senti-. 


ment was expressed by Richard Shew- 
maker, executive vice president of the 
Wabash Valley Association. 
+ The exact projects included in the 
Senate public works legislation could not 
be determined, but Gettinger said that 
«the Senate-had added more projects to 
„the bill for funding and «had made no 
„deletions. 

The bill will now go to a joint House- 
' Senate conference committee for con- 
‘sideration. 


Included in the ved ver- 7 


| sion’and also a part of the Senate-passed 
-bill is funding of $150,000 for'a Wabash 
River navigational study. = 


- «Rep. J. Edward Roush (D-Ind: had ted 7 


attempts to eliminate the funding for a 
avigational study from: ines =? fiscal 
ear budget. 

Y However, phe Johri. Myers 
-Ind. varied fovor of the funding 


pi bl 
ental groups were 
fe funding, saying, ‘saying 


10, 0 acres of farmland. 


eer H and the money was 


e dut of production some 
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Passage in the Sefhosrwanitp 
easy for the bill, with Sen. Vance by Ht 
(D-Ind.) acting as a ‘strong backer of the 
funding. Sen. Birch Bayh (D-Ind.) also 
voted in favor of the appropriations. 

Locally, the WVA and the WVIC have 
supported the funding of projects related 
to water and land development in the 
Wabash Valley Basin of Indiana and 
Illinois. 

The WVA is a citizen group with 
several thousand members that is head- 
quartered in Terre Haute. 

Members of the organization travel to 
Washington, D.C., each year to testify 
before the Public Works Subcommittees 
of both the House and the Senate in favor 
of projects related to water and land 
development in the area. 

The WVIC is an organization formed to 
encourage development of the Wabash 
Valley i in both Indiana and Ilinois. The 

. commission consists of representatives 
of both states who are appointed by the 
governors. 


The House bill included $18.3 million 
for Indiana projects and the Senate bill 


~~~ reportedly included at least that amount 


of funding and possibly more. 

Besides the funds for the navigation 
study, other projects included are for 
construction at Patoka Lake, improve- 
ment at Cecil M. Harden Lake in Parke 
County, investigation of flood control at 
Fort Wayne, study of shoreline erosion 
along the Indiana shore of Lake 
Michigan, planning at Big Blue Lake and 
— land acquisition at Big Walnut Lake. 
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flood p tection at Evansville, w 1 
Levee Unit No. 5, flood control planning 
at Marion, pumping facilities at Mason 
J. Niblack Levee and work on the New- 
burgh and Uniontown locks and dams on 


the Ohio River. 
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Plans Scrapped 


i By WAYNE PERRY 
Tribune Staff Writer 

The fate of a proposed canal linking 
the Ohio and lower Wabash rivers is still 
up in the air, according to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

“We're not going out ena limb at this 
time,” a spokesman for, the corps aad 
Tuesday. 

The spokesman denied reports that E 
corps had recommended the project be 
scrapped because-it was too costly. 

But he did concede that a Corps of 
Engineers staff member had spoken 
with members of the Indiana congres- 
sional delegation “and naively men- 
tioned that the report was leaning 
toward rejection of canalization.”’ 

Thomas Dustin, executive director of 
the Izaak Walton League, a conser- 
vationist group that opposes the canal, 
said he had been told the project would 
cost between $330 million and $387 
million, compared with the 1975 es- 
timate of $243.5 raillion. 

The 20-mile canal, which has a com- 
pletion target date of 1990, would con- 
nect the Wabash River south of Mount 
Carmel, Ill., with the Ohio River west of 
Mount Vernon, Ind. 

Richard Lugar, former mayor of In- 
dianapolis and Republican candidate for 
the U.S. Senate from Indiana, said Mon- 
day in Terre. Haute he believed the 

“wash out” of the planned canal would 
spell the death of navigation on the 
Wabash River. 

However, the latest report from the 
_ Corps of Engineers would indicate that 
` the proposal for the canal has not. been 
Officially dropped. 

Both the U.S. House and Senate have 
already approved funds for continuation 
of a feasibility study concerning naviga- 
tion on the Wabash River from the Ohio 
River to Terre Haute. à 

Both houses of Congress approved 
$150,000 for the study for fiscal 1977. 
Because of other differences in the 


overall Public Works bills, the matter 
now lies in the hands of a joint con- 
ference committee. 

Development of the Wabash River has 
been supported by U.S. Sen. Vance 
Hartke (D-Ind.), Seventh District Cong. 
John Myers (R-Ind.), the Wabash Valley 
Interstate Commission and the Wabash 
Valley Association. ` 

When the UiS. ‘Army Corps-of 
Engineers makes a final decision on the 
feasibility of the cross-land canal in 
Posey County it is expected to have a 
major affect on any proposal for making 
the entire Wabash: River navigable’ to 
Terre Haute. 4%" Ta eh rig.: 

If the canal Gs not built 'in the 
southwestern “portion of ‘the state it 
would be nearly impossible to make the 
Wabash navigable in that sextant 
present banks. aña i 

Therefore, the possibi y GO 
= 


~ 


project to make the river navigable! 
to Terre Haute would be doubtful. ` 
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Proposed Canali ation of Wabash “ 


Backed by Missi 


Efforts to canalize the Wabash 
River have received unanimous 
endorsement by the Mississippi 
Valley Association, it was learned 
yesterday by The Star. 


A resolution calling for the 
completion of an engineering pur- 
vey on the river was included in 
the 1959 platform of the M. V; A. 
Serving on the platform commit- 
tee during the association’s for- 
tieth annual meeting in St. Louis 
was Joseph L. Quinn, Jr., of Terre 
Haute. 


+ + + 

ALSO representing this area was 
Mrs. Chauncey Baldwin of Monte- 
zuma, named to serve as district 
chairman of the nominating com- 
mittee. Both Quinn and Mrs. Bald- 
win are directors of the Wabash 
Valley Association, 

The Mississippi Valley Associa- 
tion represents the major part of 
23 states including the area of the 
Wabash “Valley Association which 
drains a watershed of 33,000 
square miles with a population of 
3,000,000 people. 

Quinn said yesterday he was 
gratified that many of the en- 
dorsements by the Mississippi Val- 
ley Association matched : so closely 


Juo 


ippi Valley 6 Group 


the purposes afd me of the Wa- 
bash Valley group. 
Es er 

HE EXPLAINED that resolutions 
which called for completing the 
canalization survey and urged 
flood control planning and pollu- 
tion control were particularly wel- 
come. 

The Wabash Valley Association 
has given its enthusiastic and con- 
sistent support to the formation 
of all co-ordinated plans which 
promise to make the most of fu- 
ture economic expansion in this 
arca, he added. 

Representing the W. V. A. at 
the St. Louis meeting was its 
president, Mayor J. Roy Dee of Mt. 
Carmel, Il., and its executive sec- 
retary, William Prather. 

+ + + 
QUINN STATED these resolutions 
by the Mississippi group have di- 
rect bearing upon the efforts of 
the Wabash association: 


“We urge the early completion 
of the investigation and survey to 
determine the feasibility of pro- 
viding a commercial barge channel 
on the Wabash River. 

“We urge that Congress provide 
funds in the 1959-60 budget for 

| advanced planning for the Missis- 
sinewa, Salemonie, and Hunting- 
ton flood control reservoirs in the 
: upper Wabash River basin and the 
‘Monroe multiple-purpose reservoir 
‘on Salt Creek, a tributary to White 
River in the Wabash River basin, 
¡and the Mason J. Niblack and 
y Unit 5 Levee on the Wabash River. 
|! “We recommend that funds be 
, made available to the Corps of 
¡ Engineers to complete at an early 
63 the investigation and survey 
for flood control and other pur- | 
! poses in Indiana and Illinois of the 


Wabash River basin, with particu- | 
o RSLs ARA 


lar attention to expediting the re- 
ports of the Wildcat, Big Pine, 
Suzar Creek and Wolf Creek flood 
coltrol reservoirs and the local 
protection of Mt. Carmel, Illinois. 
+ + + 

“AMERICA’S WATER pollution 
coitrol program must -ecognize 
the multiple-purpose nature of our 
weter resource. Over-use for any 
single purpose may have a detri- 
muntal effect on one or more of 
the other uses. Therefore, there 
must be a balanced approach to 
thg control of pollution, recognizing 
tht many interests share in the 
ust} of this vital water resource. 

‘We recognize the problems of 
salt water intrusion of streams in 
thts coastal regions and the alkali 
problems of the inland streams, 
and we urge Congress to provide 
the necessary funds to continue 
studies toward a satisfactory solu- 
tion. 

“We urge Congress to enact laws 
which will provide optional accele- 
rated amortization of the costs of 
industrial waste facilities. 

“We strongly recommend thari 
Congress appropriate sufficient! 
fuuds to the Public Health Service| 
to accelerate its present water con- 
trol program, and encouragement 
be given to state pollution control 
agencies, thereby enhancing the 
future water resources of our na- 
tion, | 

“We urge state legislation to per- | 
mit private companies to construct | 
and operate sewage systems for 
the protection of the people served 
as well as for the protection of 
the companies involved and tere. 
by: encourage enterprises to par- 
ticipate fully in the area of waste 
disposal and stream pollution con- 


trol.” 
PA a 
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—Historically Speaking 


The improvement of the 
Wabash River is a question that 
has long agitated the gener- 
ations of citizens living near its 
banks, Early settlers relied on 
the river to reach: the best 
markets for the disposal of 
their surplus products. 

In the 1830s, boating on the 
Wabash was big business. Flat- 
boats loaded with grain, pork,’ 
hoop-poles, staves, etc., were 
taken out of the Wabash every 
season, then down the Ohio and | | 
Mississippi to New Orleans, | | 
then the best market this coun- 
try could reach. 

Many steamboats ‘used ioi 
come up the Wabash, some of | 
large tonnage, in high water, 
and load with grain and pork 
for the Cincinnati, Louisville 
and New Orleans trade. 

Over the last 140 years, many 
efiorts have been made to im- 
prove the Wabash to make it a 
permanent, reliable and 
dufable water highway. 

The question has been 
agitated in Congress from those 
early years. 

It was the opinion of many 
wise men, that with but little 
work and expense it might be 
made one of the best and most 
profitable water’ routes in the 
whole country, while others, 
equally wise but with less mon-- 
etary interests, did not think 
much of it as a water highway. 

Back in 1882, a letter to the 
New York Tribune stated, 
“With regard to the importance 
of the Wabash River as a great 
artery of trade, I am not pro- 
foundly impressed. This 
stream, like the Ohio, each 
year its sources are cleared up | 
and its swamps drained, ap: 
pears to flow with diminished ¡ 
volume... the plan con- 
templated is to remove the: 
snags and sawyers, and ex-; 
cavate channels through the 
sand-vars. This plan, while it : 
might remove many impedi- 


Ts Nov e: 
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A long-time con y 


ments, would not increase, but 


rather diminish, the average of |: 


water,: by; permitting to. flow 
more freely, and when com- 
pleted would only admit of the 
navigation.of the river for a 
limited portion of the year by 
steamers of small capacity.” 
“To slack-water the river 
would be impracticable, for the 
intervals bordering the stream | 
are broad, and large tracts of 
rich land, now cultivated, 
would be inundated and ren- 
dered valueless. The only 
feasible method to render the 
Wabash thoroughly navigable, 
is to start E the head of Lake 


Michigan, say at Michigan | 
City, and cut a canal, at least 
100 feet broad on the bottom, to | 
the northernmost bend of the} 
Wabash, and use a portion of 
the water of that great reser- 
voir to keep the river in a 
boatable condition, except 
when closed by ice.” 

“By this means water com- 
munication far cheaper than 
any land conveyance might be 
maintained throughout the en- 
tire length of the State of Indi- 
ana and a good portion of Dli- 
nois, thus uniting the com- 
merce of the Ohio and Missis- | 
sippi rivers with the Great 
Lakes.” This was one man’s 
opinion in 1882! 

Boating on the Wabash, as we 
have said, was big business 
years ago. A rundown on just | 
the accidents and major wrecks | 
which occured on the Wabash 
River over a century ago will 
demonstrate the amount of 
traffic. 


ur 
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In 1836, the steamer Coutu u, 
which plied between Cincinnati 
and Lafayette, was wrecked | 
four miles below Clinton going | 
upstream. The Highlander sank | 
two miles below Montezuma in 

1849; the Kentucky, a fine boat, | 
was wrecked i in 1838 at the York | 
cut-off. The Visitor collided | 
with the Hiram Powers in 1849 | 
at Old Terre Haute. The Con- 
fidence struck’ a snag in the 

ackberry bend and floated | 
dowh two miles where she sank | 
many years ago. 
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In those days, the Wabash 
was an important stream. 
Large vessels constantly 
plowed her waters and an im- 
mense trade was done. It was | 
the only way the early settlers 
had of traveling and getting to 
market except by wagons and 
teams over bad roads. As the 
country settled and towns 
sprang up, teaming to St. Louis 
and Chicago relieved the river 
of much freight, and in later 
years, the railroads absorbed 
all the river business. 

Securing the lowlands of the 
Wabash from inundation during 
periodic overflows was of great 
concern to residents of Indiana 
and Illinois. Annually hundreds 
of thousands of dollars worth of 
property were destroyed, often 
sweeping away in a few hours a 
whole year’s labor of the 
farmer. 

When the Wabash got on a 
rampage, it could cover more 
ground than any other river of 
its size in the world, carrying 
away wheat shocks and stacks 
and overflowing corni.elds. 


Over the years levees have’ 
been” constructed, dams and. 
reservoirs built, and such; 
projects have helped. control | 
the river, but each year at flood : 
times, a drive in any direction; 
from Terre Haute shows acres 
of land under water, roads im- | 
passable and bridges wasters 
out. 

The Indians a to live | 
with the Wabash and never | 
tried to harness her or change : 
her. The white men have tried | 
to tame her with some success, 
but they’ve also polluted her, 
raised her water temperature; 
and killed off the fish and, 
mussels. : 


Vigo Counly Public Livrar) 


| cation for conducting research| Trustees of Indiana State Uni- 


Sh River 


By R € search 
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T E ee. 
By JAMES DRESSLER * ¿Sh River Basin, Dr. B. K.|“but we must set up the ad- 
ministrative structure of they 
Dr. Barton, executive direc- center.” 7 


Tribune Staff Writer on said Thursday. 
Creation of the Wabash River|tor of the Wabash. Valley Inter-| 

Basin Research Center will pro- state Commission, said he was 

vide a much-needed contral lo- pleased to see the ¿Board of 


versity approve the center pro- 
posal and appoint» Dr. Lee 
Guernsey, a member of the ISU 
Geography Department, as di- 
rector of the proposed center. 
approved by ISU, Dr. 
Guernsey will spend half of his 
time as director of the center 
and the other half carrying out 


and collecting data about the 


ya 


sponsibilities. 

Establishment of the center 
is being sponsored jointly by 
Indiana State and the Wabash 
Valley Interstate Commission. 
¡The commission will pay half! 
of Dr. Guernsey’s salary for the 
work he does at the center. 

“We're starting with a half- 
time director,” Dr. Barton said, 
“but some day we'll probably 
have a stafí of researchers 
working on important research 
problems pertaining to the 
basin.” 

The ISU trustees approved the 
establishment of the center in 
the Geography Department, 
which was a proposal of Dr. 


center. . 
| «We have authorization to 


means of centralizing all in: 
formation about the Wabash 
River 
will put research on a more 
organized basis. 


| ae 
arton Pleased | 


Center 


He sees the center as | 
Basin. He says if also 


“Most research carried on 


now is being done by meu who 
have interest in particular prob- 
lems,” Dr. Barton said. “The 
center will serve as 2 place 
these men can go for informa- 


Tie ñ | tion as they start on varioux 
his Geography Department re- projects.” 


The center also will provide 


a means of doing supplemen- 
tary work osgo along with re- 
searchy being. done by federal, 
agencies in the Wabash River 
Basin in connection with land 
and water resources. 

“There are a lot of gaps that 
need to be filled,” Dr. Barton 
said. “The center will help fill 
those gaps, especially when it 
includes a group of research- 
ers.” 

Dr. Barton said research at 
lthe center will involve all 
iphases of natural and human 
resources. 
| Research will relate to agri- 
cultural, industrial, commer- 
cial, recreational, transporta: 
lion, and development prablem: 


in the Wabash Valley. 


proceed,” Dr, Barton said, 


Dr. Barton said the center; 
| big boost in encourag- 


elopment of the Wabash| 
v e as a region, which is a 
‘significant goal of the Wabash 
Valley Compact. - 
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TERRE HAUTE, IROIJANA 


AKAZ GOAL COMPANY POSITION 
ON WABASH CANAL 


ny Geoffroy A. Emerson 
July 20, 1076 


AVAX Coni Company announced toúny it haa sornpleted a study 
en the possible effecta, to the Compeny; of shannecliring the 
Wabash River from Mount Vernon, indiana to Mount Carmel, Illineiso 
inoiuded la this etuly was also the potential effects from 
further chanrelizgation vor Mount Cermel, illinois to the 
vicinity of Terre Faate, Indianas 


Date preowided by Cha Arny Corps of Engineers, Louisville 


+ Naeghvills Redtireed, Coalition on American Rivere, ee well as 


ther BOU, were utils 


ba 
a 
& 
fu 
jor 
m 
ti 
(3 
ed 


rjunstien with information 
provided by private soncrlting firme, Thies date was snulyzed 
by AMAX Coal persemne) and combined with transportation and 
Mirkecing invermation as well ae current production and exe 
Pension prediction a 

Considering the completion date of a cane, suon ag pros 
posed by the Army Corps of Engineers, AMAK Cool har concluded 
that there is Little likelinoud thie fastlity would prove 
bensfielal te the Company. Althouzh the construction ef such 
A Canal would not present any detrimental #frects to ANAX 
Coal, and if constructed, might eventually be used by tha 
Company, £6 ts unlikely such use would offer any significant 
advantages over transportation facilities currently avalledle. 

Tis position wes formulated following numerous requests 
from preponente end opponents ef the canal as to the desirability 


of such a canal for tha Coal Company. 


Cobolo--edd one 

Pine Creek would have weent the loss of rare and unique 

features in the Fall Creek Gorse~-~en arze of “aesthetic, 

scientific, ane educational value.” Recent re-evaluation 

of t he project's economic feasibility have yielded a benefit 

to cost ratio "lesa than unity”. which means unfavorable. 

In other words, the costs for the project outweigh the benefits, 
“The project is still pending inspite of the Corps res 

comnmendation.” seid Leura Arnold, inciana Field Representative 

for the Coslition on American Rivers(C-AeRe}e The CeAsR. works 


with groups such es the Committee on Big Pine headed by the 


20 
p 

j 

‘ 

y 


Parnenters. “Rep, John Nyers stiil favors the dig Pine Reservoir 


anë would like the Corps to restudy the project. Consequently 


as) 


the project will remain active atil 1% is deauthorized and 


t ne work of the Farmenters and others will continue to protect 


Deauthorization can be seccomplished several ways. If no 
money 13 appropriated for eight fiscal years, the project is 
aE 


ly deautnorized. Or e separate biil can be written 


and enacted to specifically deauthorize the project. 


“t BALL for deauthorization must originate in the House of 
Representatives.” Me. Arnolé plained, "The ideal sponsor for 
sucn legislation would be Rep. John hyers since the project is 


within his district. Tis seems unlikely, however, due to Repo 
Myers unyiolding support for the Big Fine dam.“ Other adamant 
supporters for the dam includes the Wabash Valley Association 


and the Wabash Valley Interstate Commission. Opponents of tne 


Big Fine project include the Committee on Biz Pine, Pine Creek 


I. 
II, 


TIl. 


MESTINS OF THE AD HOC WABASH CANAL STUDY SROUP, 11 AUGUST 1076 


Introductions, sign attendence sheet 


Update and announcements, what's happened since the lost 
meeting 


Ae WIHI-TV "Face~to-Face* Wabash Carnal program with John 
Marlin and Jack Blood 
B. recent news media coveraze of the canal 


Organizational structure, etc, 


A. name for the group 
B., delegating responsibility, i.e. officers 
1, chalrverson==preside over meetings, erokesperson 
2. Secretary 
3. publicity, notify people about meetings 
establish telephone tree 
€, Gcals and objectives (see hendout} 
QD. relationship to similar habesh and creek groups 
Bs Activities and programs to meet goals and objectives 
ide meet the candidates forum--Jack Hunses 
2. tour of the Wabash Valley 
3. transportetion survey of T.H., Chanber of Commerce 
4, educational public meeting 
5. Informational petition 
F. What other pecple ot groups should be involved 


ia identify ail possible interestel end affected groups 


Brotherhood of Locomotive Engíneers 

United Transportation Union 

Teamsters 

Tzeax Walton League 

Garden Clubs 

Farr Bureau, Farmers’ Union, grain elevators 


Yorking comnittees-ubeak into groups 


A, brainstorm names of people and zroups to contact, 
make specific assignments for the next meeting 
B. "meet the candidates” comnittee 
1. set date, time, and place 
2, contact possible cosponsors for the meeting 
i determine tepics to be discussed 
o format for the meeting 
5. contacting the candidates 
6. publicity 
Co transportetion survey 
Da other projects 


V. Korking committees report beck to the entire group 


A, report what was Ciscussed, what was decided, what 
will be done before the next meeting and by whom 
Bo. set date, time, and place for next meeting 


ll 


ON WABESH CANAL 
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ANAX COAL COMPANY POSITION bo a 


by Geoffrey A. Umarson 
July 20, 1976 


AMAX Coal Company announced tecay At has completed a study 


on the possible effesta, tv the Company, of channmelizing the 


Wabash River from Mount Vernon, Indians to Kount Carmel, Tllinoi.e. 


Included in this study was also the potential sffects from 
further channelization from Mount Carmel, Illinois to the 
vicinity of Terre Fauta, Indiana, 

Date provided by tha Army Corps of Engineers, Levisrille 
& Veshvilis Eelroad; Coalition on American Rivers, ag well as 
other sources, were utilizad in conjunction with information 
provided by private sconculting firms. This data wae analyzed 
by AMAX Coal persounel and sombined with transportation and 
nerketing informetion as well as surreal: production sul exe 
panelen preciotiorn3as 

Considering the completion date of a cansi, sush es proe- 
posed by the Aruy Corps of Engineere, AVAX Cod hes coneluded 
that there is little likelihced this facility would prove 
beneficial te the Gaspany. Although the construction ef such 
&@ canal would nat present any detrimental effects to AMAX 
Goal, are if constructed, might eventually be used by the 
Company, it is unlikely such use would offer any significant 
advantages over transportation facllities currently available. 


Tuis position was formulated following numerous requests 


from proponente and apponents ef the canel as to the desirability 


of such a canal fer the Coal Companyo 


CeA.Ro=~2da one 

Pine Creek would nave meant the less of rare and unique 
features in the Fall Creek Gorge--2n ares of “aesthetic, 
scientific, and educational value.” Recent re-evaluation 

of t he project's economic feasibility have yielded a benefit 
to cost ratio “less then unity”, which means unfavorable, 

In other words, the costs for the project outweigh the benefits, 
"ie project is still vending inspite of the Corps ree 
commendation.” seid Laure Arnold, Indiana Field Representative 
for the Coalition on Americen Rivers{C.A.Q&.). The C.A.R. works 

with groups such as the Committee on Big Pine headed by the 
Parmenters. “Rep. Jonn Myers still favors the Biz Pine Beservoir 
and would like tne Corps te restudy the project. Consequentiy, 
the project will remain active until it 18 deauthorized and 

t he work of the Parmenters and others will continue to protect 
Bie Pine.“ 

Deautnorization can be accomplished several ways. If no 
money 18 appropriated for eight fiscal years, the project is 
automatically desuthorized. Or a separate bili can be written 
and eracted to specifically deauthorize the project. 

"A HILL for deauthorization must originate in the House of 
Herresentatives." Ma. £rnolée explained. “The ideal sponsor for 
such legislation would bo Rep. John Myers since the project is 
within his district. This seems unlikely, however, due to Repo 
Myers unyiclding support for the Big Pine dam.“ Other adamant 
supporters for the dam include the Wabash Valley Association 
anc the babash Valley Interstate Commission, Opponents of the 


Big Fine project include the Committee on Biz Pine, Pine Creek 


MEETING OF THE AD HOC WABASH CANAL STUDY GROUP, 11 AUGUST 1974 
I. Introductions, sign attenđence sheet 


Ii, Update and srnouncements, what's happened since the lest 
geting 


A, VIRI TV "Face=to+»Pace" Vabssh Canal prosram with John 
Karlin and Jack Blood 
E. recent news media coverage of the canal 


IIL, Orgarizatioral structure, ete, 


A. name for the group 
B. delegating responsibility, l€., officers 
lo chairperson-epreside over meetings, spokesperson 
Za secretary 
3. publicity, notify peopie about meetings 
establish telephone tree 
€, Goals and objectives (see handout) 
Do. relationship to similer Wabash and creek groups 
Es Activities and programs to nee goals anè objectives 
1, meet the candidates forum--Jack Munsee 
2. Sour of the Wabash Valley 
Jo transnertetion survey of T.H., Chamber of Commerce 
4, educational public meeting 
Se informational petition 
Fe What other people or groups should be involved 
t., téentify all posstbie irterested and effected groups 
 Brothsrhocd af Loconotive Engíneeza 
United Transpertation Union 
Teamsters 
izaak Walton League 
Garden Clubs 
Farm Bureau, Farmors? Union, grain elevators 


iv, working comaitteeseeheak into groups 


A. brainstorm names of people and zroups to contact, 
maxe specific assig ob ENE for the rext meeting 
3. "meet the candidates” committee 
i, pet date, time, Edd place 
2. contact possible coespomsors for the meeting 
3. determine topics to be discussed 
4, format for the meeting 
5. contacting the candidates 
6. publicity 
Co transportation survey 
Do athkr projects 


Va Working committees report back to the entire group 


A, report what was discussed, what was desided, what 
will be dene before the next meeting and Dy whom 
Bo. set date, time, and place for next meeting 


